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WORLD  FLAXSEED  PROSPECTS 


THE  FLAXSEED  SITUATION  IN  DECEMBER  1930 

Present  indications  are  that  the  world  crop  of  flaxseed  in  the  1930-31 
season  will  exceed  the  previous  record  crop  of  1927-28  wh^n  156,770,000 
"bushels  were  harvested.    Estimate j  of  the  crop  from  the  fourteen  countries 
which  have  reported  to  date  total  131,521,000  bushels  compared  with 
129,999,000  bushels  in  1927-28.     Russia  is  the  only  large  producing  country 
for  which  no  estimate  of  production  is  available  and  reports  on  acreage  and 
condition  indicates  that  the  crop  in  that  country  is  the  largest  in  many 
years.     Acreage  and  condition  reports  from  other  countries  not  yet  reporting 
production  also  indicate  larger  than  average  crops. 


Production  of  flaxseed  in  the  United  States  is  now  estimated  at 
23,682,000  bushels  compared  with  last  years1  final  estimate  of  17,049,000 
bushels.     The  Canadian  flaxseed  crop  will  be  double  that  of  last  year, 
according  to  the  November  estimate.     India  also  reports  an  increase  of 
approximately  2,000,000  bushels  this  year.    According  to  a  cable  from 
Argentina  dated  December  20,  the  official  estimate  of  flaxseed  production 
in  that  country  for  the  current  season  is  84,408,000  bushels,  which ' exceeds 
the  record  crop  of  1928  by  approximately  1,600,000  bushels.     The  large  1930 
harvest  in  Argentina  is  not  due  wholly  to  increased  acreage.  Weather 
conditions  there  have  been  exceptionally  favorable  throughout  the  current 
season.     India  also  has  had  fairly  favorable  weather  for  flaxseed,  although 
in  the  United  Provinces  West  the  weather  was  a  little  too  dry  during  the 
latter  part  of  November  for  a  full  acreage.     In  the  Bombay  Area,  on  the 
other  hand,  before  the  latter  part  of  November  sowing  was  finished  and  the 
crop  in  that  region  is  estimated  to  be  5  per  cent  larger  than  last  year. 
In  spite  of  the  drought  of  last  summer  the  December  estimate  of  acreage 
in  the  United  States  shows  a  yield  of  6.0  bushels  per  acre  for  this  season 
compared  with  5.6  bushels  last  season.     Flaxseed  acreage  in  the  United 
States  this  year  was  3,946,000  acres  compared  with  3,050,000  acres  in  1929. 
The  latest  estimate  of  acreage  sown  to  flaxseed  in  Canada  this  year  also 
shows  an  increase  of  200,000  acres  over  last  year. 

Flaxseed  prices  tended  downward  during  November  in  two  of  the  world 
markets,  Winnipeg  and  Buenos  Aires.     The  weekly  aver  ge  price  per  bushel 
in  Winnipeg  and  nearby  futures  in  Buenos  Aires  declined  in  each  case  from 
$1.12  for  the  first  week  of  the  month  to  &1.02  for  the  fourth  week.  Prices 
declined  in  Minneapolis  also  from  $1.68  the  first  week  to  $1.60  the  third 
week,  but  for  the  fourth  week  the  weekly  ayer.\ge  price  was  again  4-1,68. 
The  margin  of  the  Minneapolis  price  ov^r  that  of  "'innipeg  averaged  66  cents 
par  bushel  for  the  fourth  week  in  November.     The  spread  between  the 
Minneapolis  price  and  the  price  at  Buenos  Aires  was  also  66  cents  per 
bushel  for  the  week  ended  November  29.     For  November  the  aver'ge  price  per 
bushel  in  Minneapolis  was  $1,65  compared  with  v3,24  for  the  same  period 
last  year  and  &1.80  for  the  month  of  October  this  year.     The  average  price 
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at  'irinnipeg  fcr  the  month  of.  November  was  £-1.05  per  bushel  compared  with 
£2.72  for  November  last  year  and  v1.29  for  October  of  the  present  year. 
The  average  price  in  Buenos  Aires  for  November  is  not  available  at  the 
present  time.     During  the  first  three  weeks  of  December  prices  in  both 
Minneapolis  and  Buenos  Air^s  declined.     For  the  third  week  of  tho  month 
Minneapolis  prices  averaged  £1 . 60  while-  no  arty  futures  in  Buenos  Aires 
had  declined  to  89  cents  and  the  spread  of  71  cents  tetween  these  two 
markets  was  the  widest  since  July. 

The  trend  of  prices  in  United  States  markets  for  the  remainder  of 
the  1930-31  season  will  te  determined  largely  ty  the  trend  of  world  prices. 
The  decline  in  building  construction  and  business  activity  in  the  United 
States  greatly  curtailed  the  consumption  of  linseed  oil  in  the  1929-30 
season  (October  1,  1929  to  September  30,  1930)  and  crushings  of  flaxseed 
were  only  31,000,000  bushels  compared  with  an  average  of  43,000,000  bushels 
for  the  preceeding  f  rs.     The  consumption  of  linseed  oil  has  continued 

at  a  low  level  so  far  in  the  1930-31  season  and  judging  from  present 
indications  as  to  business  prospects  and  building  activity  during  the 
spring  and  summur  of  1931  it  is  not  likely  that  the  crushings  of  flaxseed 
during  the  1930-31  season. will  greatly  exceed  those  of  the  1929-30  season. 
Considering  the  size  of  the  domestic  crop  this  will  result  in  the  smallest 
imports  of  flaxseed  since  the  1918-19  season  and  possibly  the  smallest 
since  the  1912-13  season.     The  margin  of  domestic  over  the  first  half  of 
December  was  about  as  high  as  it  could  be  without  attracting'  large  imports. 
With  the  largest  world  crop  on  record  in  prospect  and  the  demand  for  flaxseed 
at  a  low  level  due  to  the  worldwide  business  depression  any  material  increase 
in  this  margin  would  protatly  result  in  a  considerable  amount  of  flaxseed 
being  shipped  to  the  United  States. 

The  demand  for  flaxseed  in  European  countries  will  be  affected  by 
the  amount  of  feeds  othu-r  than  linseed  cake  and  the  amount  of  oils  other 
than  linseed  oils  available.     The  low  price  of  wheat  and  corn  and  the  poor 
quality  of  the  European  wheat  crop  will  tend  to  restrict  the  demand  for 
linseed  cake.     The  crop  of  soy  beans  and  other  oil  producing  commodities 
is  somewhat  larger  than  a  year  ago  which  will  tend  to  depress  tho  price  of 
linseed  oil.     In  view  of  these  facts  there  is  little  prospect  of  world 
prices  for  flaxseed  advancing  materially  during  the  remainder  of  the  1930-31 
season. 

Shipments  from  Argentine  during  the  period  from  September  1  to 
November  29,  1930  totalling  9,169,000  bushels  shows  an  increase  of  about 
2,000,000  bushels  over  last  years'  shipments  of  6,992,000  bushels.  KoweTcr 
from  the  beginning  of  the  Argentine  season,  January  1  to  November  29  1950 
exports  were  18,000,000  bushels  less  than  during  the  same  period  last  year. 
Daring  the  Indian  season  from  April  1  to  November  29  of  the  present  year 
India  shipped  9,545,000  bushels  against  8,954,000  bushels  in  the  1929  season. 
On  the  other  hand  from  September  1  to  November  29  this,  year  India  showed  a 
decline  in  shipments  of  approximately  62  per  cent,  exporting  1,474,000 
bushels  compared  with  3,795,000  bushels  for  the  corresponding  period  last 
year.     Russia  is  entering  the  international  flaxseed  market,  but  not  in 
a  sufficient  degree  to  influence  tr'.de  very  extensively. 


FF-58 


-3- 


The  iraports  into  the  United  States  for  the  months  of  September  and 
October  of  the  present  year  were  207,000  bushels  compared  with  3,424,000 
bushels  for  the  same  months  last  year.     Imports  into  the  United  Mngdom 
for  the  correspond ing  months  of  this  year  were  1,577,000  bushels  against 
2,008,000  bushels  in  September  and  October  1929.     I  .ports  into  Germany 
during  these:  months  we.re  practically  the  same  as  a  y«ar  ago  about 
1,300,000  bushels.    France  and  Belgium,  on  the  othur  hand,  both  showed  a 
decrease  during    September -and  October  of  the  current  year  .     Imports  into 
France  were '772,000  bushels  or  20  per .cent  less  than  during  the  same 
period  a  ye?,r  ago.     Imports  into  Belgium  were  less  than:half  the  receipts 
for  the  corresponding  months  last  year. 

Commercial  stocks  of  flaxseed  in  the  United'  States  for  the  week 
ended  December  13  were  1,224,000  bushels  compared  with  -675,000  bushels  for 
the  corresponding  week  last  year,  and'  1,352,000  bushels  in  1928.  Stocks 
in  store  in  the  Western  Grain  Inspection  Division  of  Canada  on  Ivovember '28 
were  2,440,553  bushels  against  1 , 162,253 ' bushels  last  year  and ' i  152 , 997 
bushels  in  1928.        .  ;  ' 
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Flaxseed: 


Production  and  acreage  in  countries  reporting  for  1930, 
average  1909-1913,  annual  1927-1930 


Item  and 
country  . 


Average  : 
1 90 9-1 913 : 


1927 


1928 


:  1930 
1929  : (Prelim. ) 


Percentage 
1930  is 
of  1929 


1,000 
bushels 


:  1,000  :  1,000  :  1,000  :  1,000 
: bn shel s : bushel s : bushel s :  bushels 


PRODUCTION 


United  States,  revised  :  19,543 

Argentina,  revised   :  31,117 

India  :     19  >™ 

Canada'  ■  12,040 

L  i  thuani  a  :      1 , 126 

Latvia,  revised   

Estonia   

Czechoslovakia   

Morocco   

Belgium  

Italy   

Austria,  revised  .... 

Spain   

Bulgaria,  revised  . . . 

Total  14  countries 
reporting  for  1930 


953 

435 
248 
472 
340 
112 
26 
6 


25,847:  19,928:  17,049: 
79,444:  82,809:  52,253: 
16,240:  13,920:  12,880: 

4,885:  3,614: 

1,405:  1,000: 
655:  411: 


351: 
394: 
407: 
298: 
51: 
19: 
3: 


523: 
388: 
492: 
304: 
44: 
20: 
3: 


2,060; 
1,718: 
904: 
420: 
308: 
400: 
708: 
264: 
44: 
7: 

A. 


23 , 682 
84,408 
14,960 
4,459 
1 , 614 
755 
473 
277 
353 
245 
236 
42 
10 
7 


86,288  ':  12  9 , 9  99 : 12  3 , 2 56;   89^013:  131,521 


Est 


.  world  total  ....:  110,802  ":15S, 770: 152,  587: 123,292:  


AC  RE  ACS 


1,000 
acres 


1,000 
acres 


1,000 
acres 


1,000 
acres 


7,712 

:  8,262: 

8,429: 

2,490 

:  2,837: 

<d  ,  OkJO. 

4,113 

:  6,772: 

6,939: 

1,035 

:  476: 

378: 

135 

88: 

83: 

15,485 

:  18,435: 

13,467: 

Total  IV  countries  1/ 
United  States,  revised 

Argentina,  revised  

Canada,  revised   

Esthonia  

Total  21  countries 
reporting  for  1930 

world  total  15,892:  18,973:  19,103:  18,337: 


8,743: 
3,050: 
5,318: 
382: 
79: 


Est. 


Per 
cent 


133.9 
161.5 
116.1 
216.5 
93.9 
83.5 
112.6 
89.9 
83«3 
34.6 
89.4 
95.5 
142.9 
175.0 


147.7 


1,000  : 

Per 

acres  : 

cent 

3,635  : 

S9.3 

3,346-: 

129.4 

7,262  : 

136.6 

532  : 

152.4 

30  : 

101.5 

20,555  ' 

117.0 

Compiled  from  official  sources  and  tne  lnte 
Agriculture. 

1/    For  acreage  by  countries  see  previous  reports 
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Flaxseed:    Monthly  and  weekly  average  price  per  bushel  in  specified 
.  .  markets,  January  -  December,  1929  -  1930 


'  Winnipeg 

Minrtea 

";olis 

Buenos  Aire 

s  Margin  of  Minneapolis  price 

Month  and 
.  week 

over 

l  •  0 

.  1  ' 
.  C.  : 

Ho 

.  I 

4  'ner 
early 

c  en  t 
del. 

Winnipeg 

'•      Bueno  s 



:  ■  1929, 

1930; 

1929; 

1930 

" . 1929 

!  1930 

'   1  9?9 

'   1  950 

'  1  929 

'   1  9^0 

Do  lis 

; Doll s : 

Dolls : Dolls 

Do!  11  =; 

Dnl  1 

U  X  X  o 

:  Cents 

:  Cents 

: Cents 

::  Cents 

Jan.  average' 

;1.91  • 

2.52* 

2.%5: 

3_._08 

1 .63 

: ' 1 . 95 

:  54 

:  56 

32 

:  '  113 

Feb.  ",' 

2.04 

2. 50: 

2.55: 

3.05 

•  1.65 

'  1.8b 

:  51 

OO 

yo 

11  r 

Mar.      "  : 

2.08  : 

2.447 

2.  49* 

2  9? 

"  1.54 

1.82 

A  1 

41 

a  a 

48 

:  Bo 

:  110 

Apr.    " "  ' 

J.2.03  : 

2.43: 

2  45- 

1.77 

1.96 

:  42 

A  C\  ' 

•  49 

C  O' 

DO 

■         •  CIS 

'.  Jo 

»ay  : 

•  2.19: 

2 . 45 : 

2  68 

•  .1 . 64 

1.83 

a  r\ 
40 

A  O' 

49 

81 

:  80 

P   T  ? 

2.12: 

2.487 

2.71 

1.77 

:'  1.79 

'  36 

:  59' 

:  71 

'  92 

v  uxy  , 

o  . 

1.79: 

2. 76 : 

2  32 

•  2.08 

:  1.57 

23 

:  53 

68 

75 

AU^ . 

2. 61 

1.S2: 

2.79: 

2.00 

2*10 

!  1.62 

18 

•  38 

69 

33 

2.34 

1.43: 

3.23;" 

1.90 

2.55 

1.45 

39 

47 

:  68 

45 

Oet.      "  : 

2.92  : 

1.-29: 

T.  80 

2.JL6: 

1.25 

•  40 

•  51 

86 

55' 

ilov-.      5»  : 

2.72  : 

1.05: 

"3s 24: 

1.65: 

2.42 

1.08 

52  ~> 

"~60  ' 

:  ~82~" 

Oct.  - 

1  c;t    Wpar  ' 

o  oo 

1.33: 

3.31: 

1.82 

2.51 

1.34 

39 

49 

:  80 

48 

2nd     11         •  « 

1.30: 

3.39: 

1.84 

•  1.31 

.  4-1 

54 

76 

53 

•  3rd  " 

2.90 

1.30: 

3.31: 

1.75 

P  ^ 

1.30 

41 

45 

.  76 

45 

4th    "  : 

2.89  : 

1.28: 

3.27: 

1.72 

2.40 

1.28 

38 

49 

87 

49 

5th  iy 

2.87 

1.23: 

3.50: 

1.75 

2.37 

1.24: 

43 

'  52  : 

93 

51 

Jo  v.  —  : 

1st  week  : 

2.75  : 

1.12: 

3.30: 

1.68 

2.37 

1.12 

55  : 

56'  : 

93 

56 

2nd    11  •  .  •  : 

2.61  : 

■  1.02: 

. 3.30: 

1.62 

2.13 

1.04 

.  69 

60 

1-12 

:.  -53 

3rd    11  .  : 

2.73 

1.02: 

3.12: 

1.60 

2.12 

1.02 

39  : 

58  : 

1.00 

.  58 

4th       "  '.':[ 

2.72  : 

1.02: 

.  3.24:- 

1.68: 

2.13 

1.02 

52 

66 

1.11 

66 

Dec.  -            '  : 

.  .  1st  week  :  . 

c  .  72  ; 

1.03: 

3.27: 

1.70: 

2.19 

1.02 

55  : 

67 

1.08  : 

.68 

.2nd  ."  •  .. 

2.63 

1.02: 

3.24: 

1.67- 

2.l0 

98: 

61 

65 

1.14  ; 

...  69 

3rd    "  : 

2.58  : 

2/  : 

3   of) . 

1.60: 

89 

62 

1.16  : 

•  71 

4  th    "  : 

2.64 

2/  j 

3.20: 

2/ 

2.04 

2/  : 

56  : 

1.16  : 

Compiled  as  follows: ' Minneapolis:  Minneapolis  Daily  Market  Record, 
average  of  daily  prices  weighted  by  car-lot  sales;  Winnipeg:   Canadian  Grain 
Statistics,  Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce;  Buenos  Aires: 
Review  of  the  River  Plate  -  monthly  averages,  Hew  York  Journal  of  Commerce  - 
weekly  averages. 
1/  Week  endee.  November  1. 
2/  Hot  available. 
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Flaxseed:     Price  per  bushel  of  La  Plata  and  Calcutta  flaxseed  at 
Hull,  England,  by  months,  January  1928-November  1930 




Year 

—  

:  Jan. 

:  Feb. 



Mar . 

Apr . 

Mb  v 



Juno 

J"ll  1  V 



,  Sept . 

Oct . 



1^0  v . 



Dec. 

Dolls 

Dolls 

Tin  lie,, 
U.U  ±  Lb 

Tin!  1  q 
±JU  lib 

Tin  1  1  q 
VJ  X X  b 

■LIU  X  X  b 

Tin  1  1  c; 

XJU  X  X  b 

>  Tin  1  1  c 
1  XJ\j  X  X  b 

>  Tin  11c 
U\J  X  X  b 

Tin  1  1  q 
X^U  X  X  b 

Tin  1  1  5 
XJU  X  X  b 

T;nT  1  c 

L>V  lib 

t.n   PI  cif  o  . 

±JOi      XX  Cli  U 

I  X  -  jXSttd 

1  3  CO  .  ... 

1.85 

1*84: 

1.00 

•     1  ft/1 

1. 

T     Q 1 
1  .  ?  1 

T  Aft 
1  •  OO 

1  iOO 

1  QA 

1 .  DO 

1929. . . 

,  1.90 

1*93: 

1.92 

1.93 

1.91 

1.90 

•  2.22. 

2.41 

:  2.80- 

:  2.60 

:  2.31 

,2.33 

1930. . . 

2.22i  2.12 

2.06 

:  2.x9' 

2.  13 

:  2.02: 

1.84 

1.91 

1.72 

1.48 

1.  26 

Calcutta 

flaxseed- 

1928.  .  . 

;  2.121 

2.10 

2.12 

'2.20 

'  2.23 

: ' 2.18 

'  2i  16 

:  2.16 

.  2.19: 

2.26 

2.31 

•2.33 

1929. . . 

2.32 

2.52 

.  2.25 

'  2.19: 

'  2.13 

:'  2.11: 

"  2.45 

>  '  ?  f^l 

:  2.85: 

2.89 

2.80' 

2.  77 

1930.. . 

2.58: 

2.34 

•  2.20' 

2.33: 

2.27 

: ' 2.20: 

'  2.01 

■1/ 

y  ■ 

1/ 

1/ 

< 


Compiled  from  Oil,  Paint  and  Drug  Reporter..   Monthly, prices,  are  a  simple  average 
of  all  daily  prices.     Daily  prices  are,  official  quotations  cabled  to  New  York 
each  day  and  represent  the.  price,  at  the  close  of  the  market.     For  prices  from 
January  1922-Doc ember  1927  see  "Vforld  Flaxseed  Prospects"  datud  August  21, 
1930..  \ 
l/    Not  available. 


Flaxseed:     Price  per  bushel'  of  "Bold  Bombay"  at  Bombay,  by  months, 

January  19  28 -May  19  30' 


Year 

■  Jan. : 

Feb. :  Mar. 

Apr. 

i.  May 

:  June 

July 

:.  Aug. 

:  S^-pt . 

Oct. 

:  Nov. 

•Dec. 

1926  

1929  • 

1930  • 

: Dolls 

.Dolls.'Dolls 

! Dolls 

1.88 
1.99« 
2.  11 

: Do lis 

:Dolla 

: Dolls 

:Dolls 

: Dolls 

1.87 
2.51, 

1/  • 

: Dolls 

: Dolls 

: Dolls 

1.87: 
•1.98  • 
2.29: 

1.83:  1.66 
2.04:  2.02- 
2.16:  2.07: 

.  1.95. 
.  1.94: 
2.09: 

1.91: 
.  1.93 

!/■ 

.  1.99: 
.  2.11: 

1/  . 

1.86 
.  2.22: 

1/ 

1.98* 
2.50' 

1/ 

1.96: 
2.41: 

1/  l 

1.97 

2.37 

Compiled  from  Indian  Trade  Journal.     For  prices  from  Jun^  1922-Dec^mber  1927 

see  wrorld  Flaxseed  Prospects"  dated  August  21,  19.30. 
l/    Not  available. 
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Flaxseed:  International  trade  of  important  importing  and  exporting 
countries,  year  beginning,  September  1,  1927  -  1930 


Country 


EXPORTS: 

Argentina   

India   

Canada   

Russia  and  Danube  .. 

Total  above  exports 
IMPORTS: 

United  States   

United  Kingdom   

Total  2  countries 
Continent 
Germany  .... 
Netherlands 

France   

Belgium  .... 

Total  4  continental 
countries   

Total  above  imports 


Trade  for  year 


Trade  in  current  seasons 


; 1926-27 : 1927-28 : 1928-29 :  Sept.  1  to 

:  1929 

j  1930 

:  i/JOO  :  1,000  :  1,000  : 
•  bushels: bushels : bushels : 

.    1 ,000 

bu she Is 

:  i,0UU 
: bushels 

:  65,935:  75,786:  76,504:  Nov.  29  l/ 
•     8,360:     8,031:     7,980:  Ho  v.  29  2/ 
:     2,939:     2,425:     1,663:  Oct.  31 
:        811:          83:          47:  Oct.  31 

6 , 992 
3,795 

1/ 

76 

9,169 
:     1 , 474 
:  102 

:  78,045:  85,325:  86,214: 

10,863 

~T0~,74<r 

•     *~>.l    r\07.     TQ    1  ?P  ,     T7    ICQ.  Ant- 

.  <o-±,ubo:  io,io0:  -do, ibb:  uct.  ol 
:  14,357:  14,074:  12,360:  Oct.  31 

rl  ADA 

2,008 

CAJ  ( 

1,577 
1   7  84 

_L  ,  i  O  x 

:  13,767:  18,727:  15,622:  Oct.  31  : 
:  12,155:  15,733:  15,688: 
:     6,953:     8,011:     9,023:  Sept.30  : 
:     3,439:     4,665:     5,126:  Sept.30  : 

1,329: 

961: 
310: 

1,383 

772 
136 

:  36,315:  47,137:  46,459:  : 

2 , 600 : 

2,291 

:  74,665:   79,371:   82,017:  : 

Compiled  from  official  sources  except  as  noted. 
1/  Trade  figures. 

2/  Official  figures  through  September  30,  trade  figures  to  date. 
3/  Less  then  one  thousand  bushels. 


Flaxseed:  Exports  from  Argentina,  and  India  in  their  current  season, 

1927-1930 


Country 

:  Year 
•'beginning 

;    1927  ; 

:  1,000  : 
bushels:! 

Argentina  : 

Jan.  1 

74,585: 

Apr.  1 

8 , 900 : 

1929 


Period 


Jan.  1  to 

lTov.29  l/ 

Apr.  1  to 
Nov.29  2/ 


1929 


1,000 

bushels 


59,883 
8,954 


1930 


1,000 

bushels 


41 , 540 
9,545 


Compiled  from  official  sources  except  as  otherwise  stated. 
1/     Official  figures  through  June  30,  trade  fig-ares  to  date. 
2/    Official  figures  through  September  30,  trade  figuros  to  date. 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICUI 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economic 
'^jg'l'Y*  Washington,  D.C. 
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"r0RLD  FLAXSEED  PROSPECTS 


*  FEB  1  3  1931  « 

  P 


THE  FLAXSEED  SITUATION  IN  JANUARY  1931 


Flaxseed  prices  continued  a  downward  trend  during  January  in  the 
three  leading  world  markets,  Minneapolis,  Winnipeg  and  Buenos  Aires.  At 
the  present  time  prices  in  Minneapolis  have  depreciated  to  a  level 
unprecedented  since  1914.     Prices  in  two  of  the  markets,  Winnipeg  and 
Buenos  Aires,  are  approximately  60  per  cent  lower  and  in  Minneapolis 
about  50  per  cent  lower  than  the  prices  for  the  early  months  of  1930. 
Undoubtedly  the  steady  decline  in  prices,  which  has  consistently  followed 
generally  declining  prices  in  grains  and  feedstuff s,  has  been  given 
further  momentum  by  the  largest  flaxseed  crop  on  record  in  Argentina  and 
the  worldwide  heavy  production  of  oil  tearing  nuts  during'  the  current 
crop  year. 

The  weekly  average  price  per  bushel  of  flaxseed  in  Winnipeg  de- 
clined from  97  cents  for  the  .first  week  of  January  to  95  cents  for  the 
fourth  week.    A  similar  decline  occurred  in  nearby  futures  in  Buenos 
Aires  from  84  cents  the  first  week  to  82  cents  the;  last  week  of  the  month 
Minneapolis  prices  showed  an  even  greater  decline  from  f>l#$£  on 
January  1  to  $1.54  on  January  31.     The  margin  of  the  Minneapolis  price 
over  that  of  Winnipeg  averaged  59  cents  per  bushel  for  the  fourth  week 
in  January.     The  spread  between  the  Minneapolis  price  and  the  price  at 
Buenos  Aires  was  72  cents  for  the  week  ended  January  31.     For  December 
the  average  price  per  bushel  in  Minneapolis  was  $1.61  compared  with 
v3.22  for  the  same  month  last  year  and  ftl.65  for  the  month  of  November 
1930.     The  average  price  at  Winnipeg  for  the  month  of  December  1930 
was  98  cents  per  bushel  compared  with  %2.64  for  December  of  the  previous 
year  and  $-1.05  for  November  of  the  past  year.     In  Buenos  Aires  the 
a/verage  price  for  December  of  the  past  year  was  94  cents  per  bushel 
against  $2.28  for  the  corresponding  month  of  1929  and  4-1-08  for  November 
1930. 

Weather  conditions  during  the  past  few  weeks  have  been  unfavorable 
both  in  Argentina  and  India.    According  to  trade  reports  from  Argentina 
frequent  and  heavy  rains  lately  together  with  the  comparatively  small 
amount  of  damage  done  by  frosts  and  insect  pests  has  reduced  the  flax- 
seed crop  about  5  per  Cent.     In  a  recent  letter,  however,  Mr.  Charles 
Luedtke,  Assistant  Trade  Commissioner,  sttvtes  that  he  made  a  trip 
through  the  flax  growing  regions  of  Argentina  principally  affected  by 
the  heavy  rains  to  determine  the  extent  of  damage  to  the  flax  fields. 
He  found  that  although  the  heavy  rains  h  .a  delayed  threshing  to  Some 
extent  the  stacked  flax  had  not  suffered  except  for  a  slight  discoloratic 
in  the  top  layer.     °n  the  ether  hand  flax  left  lying  in  the  fields,  which 
was  a  relatively  small  amount,  was  uniformly  of  poor  quality.     From  his 
observations  of  the  flax  in  the  limited  area  visited,  he  concluded  that 
the  quality  but  not  the  quantity  of  the  crop  had  been  affected  by  the 
recent  adverse  weather  conditions. 
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Indian  flaxseed  has  suffered  from  lack  of  rain.    Winter  rains  so 
necessary  to  oilseed  crops  have  been  scattered  and  infrequent  in  India. 
Except  for  slight  rainfall  in  Central  India,  southeastern  Punjab  and 
western  United  -Provinces  the  weather  has  been  unusually  dry,  and  linseed 
has  suffered  to  a  certain  extent.     The  first  official  estimate  of  the 
area  sown  to  linseed  for  the  1930-31  season  is  2,177,000  acres  compared 
with  2,258,000  acres,  the  first  forecast  last  season. 

Production  of  flaxseed  in  Canada  is  now  estimated  at  4,399,000  bushels, 
a  decrease  of  60,000  bushels  compared  with' the  November  estimate  of 
4,459,000  bushels.     Even  with  this  reduction  the  Canadian  flaxseed  crop  is 
double  that  of  last  year.     Flaxseed  production  figures  in  Argentina  have 
been  revised  for  the  years  1927,  1928  and  1929.     For  the  year  1327  an  increase 
of  approximately  3,000,000  bushels  is  shown.     Sfo'  For  1928  and  1929  the 
amount  deducted  from  former  estimates  is  4, 432, COO  and  2,249,000  bushels 
respectively. 

Exports  from  Argentina  during  the  period  from  September  1  to  December 
31,  1930  amounted  to  11,968,000  bushels  compared  with  9,885,000  bushels  for 
the  same  period  in  1929.     Canada  also  showed  an  increase  in  shipments  during 
this  period  from  216,000  bushels  in  1929  to  1,199,000  bushels  in  1930.  India, 
on  the  other  hand,  exported  approximately  3,000,000  bushels  less  during  the 
last  four  months  of  1930  than  for  the  corresponding  months  of  1929.  Total 
exports  from  the  principal  exporting  countries  during  this  period  in  1930 
were  14,841,000  bushels  compared  with  14,536,000  bushels  in  1929.  According 
to  trade  figures  Argentina's  total  exports  of  flaxseed  from  January  1  to 
December  31,  1930  were  44,339,000  bushels  against  62,776,000  bushels  during 
the  previous  year.     Heavy  shipments  of  this  season's  record  cr-p  frvtn 
Argentina  have  already  started.     During'  the  first  four  weeks  ^f  January  ^f 
the  present  year  8,318,428  bushels  were  exported. 

Imports  into  the  United  States  from  September  1  to  December  31,  1930 
were  814,000  bushels  compared  with  6,400,000  bushels  for  the  same  period  in 
1929.     Imports  into  the  United  Kingdom  for  the  corresponding  period  were 
3,891,000  bushels  in  1930  against  2,922,000  bushels  in  1929.     The  total  imports 
intt  these  two  countries  for  the  last  four  months  of  1950  were  approximately 
50  per  cent  less  than  during  the  same  months  of  1929.    .The  total  imports  so 
far  reported  during  the  present  season  from  September  1  to  December  31  for 
the  three  important  importing  countries  of  Continental  Europe,  Germany,  France 
and  Eelgium  were  4,241,000  bushels  compared  with  4,657,000  bushels  for  the 
same  period  last  season.     Import  figures  for  the  current  season  for 
Netherlands,  another  leading  importing  country,  is  not  available  at  the 
present  time. 

Commercial  stacks  in  the  United  States  for  the  week  ended  January  31, 
1931  were  1,356,000  bushels  compared  with  867,000  bushels  for  the  correspond- 
ing week  last  year,  and  1,142,000  bushels  in  1928.     Stacks  in  store  in  the 
Western  Grain  Inspection  Division  of  Canada  m  January  30  were  2,094,613 
bushels  against  1,026,095  bushels  last  year  and  1,374,437  bushels  in  1928. 

The  amount  of  flaxseed  consumed  in  crushings  in  the  United  States  from 
October  1  to  December  31  of  the  past  year  was  7,391,000  bushels  compared  with 
9,947,000  bushels  for  the  same  period  in  1929  and  5,887,000  bushels  during 
the  third  quarter  of  1930,  according  to  the  Department  of  Commerce.  This 
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increase  of  approximately  25 .per  cent  in  the  amount  ;f  flaxseed  crashed 
during  the  fourth  quarter  represents  a  seasonal  increase.     The  total  factory 
and  warehouse  stocks  of  linseed  ;il  in  the  United  States  on  December  31,1930 
were  113,594,170  pounds  against  140,856,260  pounds  on  the  corresponding  date 
of  the  previous  year  and  83-, 944, 659  pounds  at  the  end  of  the  third  quarter 
of  1930.     The  linseed  ,,il  situation  in  the  United.  States  is  dependent  almost 
exclusively  upon  building  tradu  operations  and  business  c.  nditions  both  of 
which  at  the  present  time  are  well  below  normal,  : 


Flaxseed:  Producti. 


and  .acreage-  i.i  countries  reporting  for  1.930,  average 
1909-1913-,  annual  .1927-1930. 


:  Aver. age 

1930 

: Percent- 

Item  and  country 

: 1909-1913 

:     1927  - 

:  -1928 

:  -.  1929 

v  [  Pre  1  m.  J 

: age  1930 
:  i  s  of 
:  1929 

:  1,000- 

:  1,000 

,1,000 

:  1,000 

•  ITOOO 

rPer-" 

PRODUCTION 

:  -bushels  - 

:  bushels 

bushels 

: • buohels 

:  bushels 

:  c  snt 

United  States 

:'  19,543 

:  25,647 

■19,928 

:  •  17,049 

:  23,682 

:  138.9 

Argentina 

:'  31,117 

:  82,672 

. 78,377 

:.  50,004 

:  84.408 

:  166.8 

India 

::  19,870 

:     16,240  • 

13,920 

:.  12,880 

:  14,960 

:  116.1 

Canada,  revised 

::  12,040- 

:      4,885  i 

:  3,614 

:,  2,060 

:  '  4^399 

:  213.5 

Lithuania,  revised 

:  l,12o- 

:       1 ,405  * 

•  1,000 

; .      1 ,  718 

:  1,606 

:  93.5 

Latvia 

:  953 

:         65.5  : 

•  :  411 

:.  904 

:  755 

:  83.5 

r>  ri  ~z 

:  roo 

36b  : 

229 

!  420 

!  <±73 

:  112.6 

Rumania 

:          707  : 

.    .      241  : 

241 

278 

:  -389 

:  139.9 

Czechoslovakia   ' . 

::  435 

:    '.      351  : 

.  32'3 

:'         308  : 

:  277 

:  89.9 

Morocco ,  revised 

::  248 

:  ";      394  : 

388 

::         400  • 

:  293 

:  73.3 

Belgium 

:  472 

407 

492 

!:          708  • 

:  245 

:  34.6 

Italy,  revised 

:  340 

298  : 

314 

265 

!  223 

:  84.2 

Austria 

:          112  • 

51  : 

44 

:  42 

:  95.5 

Spain 

:           26  : 

•  .  19  : 

20 

7 

10 

:  142.9 

Bulgaria 

:             6  : 

3  : 

3 

4 

7 

175.0 

Total  15  countries 

 —  - 







_  .  

 ,  

reporting  for  1930 

:  67,728 

133,836  : 

119,30.4 

67,0-^9 

131,769 

151.4 

Estir.iated  world 

total 

:   110,802  : 

158,194  : 

147,755 

121,162  • 

:     1,000  i 

1,000  : 

1,000:  : 

1,000 

1,000 

i  er- 

ACREAGE 

:     acres  : 

acro-s  : 

..cres:  : 

acres  : 

_.cros  i 

.Cent 

Total  18  caunt.  l/ 

:     15,411  : 

.    18,325  : 

18-,372  : 

19,293  . 

20,732 

107.5 

Poland 

;  202 

275  : 

282  : 

289 

285  • 

98.6 

Morocco,  revised 

:           18  : 

59  •: 

43  : 

42  ; 

39  : 

92.9 

Italy,  revised 

:           t3  : 

43  : 

44  : 

•  28  : 

•24.  .: 

85.7 

Austria,  re.vised  \ 

:           13  : 

9  '•: 

1'2  : 

:  12  : 

11  : 

91.7 

Irish  Free  State 

:  2/  : 

6  : 

'6  : 

6  : 

66.7 

Total  23  countries 

reporting  for '1930 

:     15,607  : 

18,717  : 

18,761  : 

19,670  : 

21,095  : 

-107.2 

Estimated  world 

total 

:     15,692  : 

18,969  : 

19,028  : 

20,030  : 

Compiled  from  official  sources  and  the  International 
1_/    F  r  acreage  by  cjuntries  see  previ;us  reports. 
2/    Average  1909-1913  includes  Northern  IruL.nd. 


Institute  of  agriculture. 
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Flaxseed':  international  trade  of  important  importing  and  exporting 
countries,  year  beginning  September  1,  1926-1930 


Country 

!  Tl\ 

beg: 

xde  for  year 
Inning  Sept.  1 

'Trade  in  current  season  v/ith 
comparisons 

1926-27 

:  1927-28 

1928-29 

bept.  i 
:  to 

1928-29 

1929-50 

EXPORTS: 

India   

Russia,  and  Danube. 
Total  above  exports 

IMPORTS: 

United  Sta.tes  .... 
United  Kingdom  ... 

Total  2  countries 
Continent 

Belgium  -  : 

Total  4  covt^z 
tinental  coun- 

Total  above  imports 

,       i  pir*!^ 
;      ± , UU  J 

bushels 

1,000 

bushels 

1,000 
bushels 

JJCC.    O  L  i_/ 

Dec.  31  2/ 
Dec.  31 
•Dec.  31 

1,000 

bushels 

1,000 

bushels 

65,935 
8,360 

2  939 
811 

1  O  ,  f  OO 

R  031 
:  2,425 
83 

ib,  DU4 

7  980 
.  1,683 
47 

y , 000  : 
4  361 
216  : 
:         76  : 

11  C.^Q 
1 i , b GO 

1  674 
1,199 

:  78,045 

:  86,325 

•  85,214 

14,533 

14,841 

24,093 
:  14,257 

18,160 
::  14,074 

:  23,198 
12,360 

:Dec.  31 
Dec.  31 

:.  6,400 
2,922 

814 
3,891 

38,350 

32 , 2o4 

4,  ,  UO 

io   i  c  r 
i<s  ,  lOO 

13,767 
6,953  • 
3,439 

•  15,733 
!•  18,727 
8,011 
:  4,656 

16,638 
:  15,622 

•  9,023 

•  5, 126  • 

Nov.  30 
Oct.  31 
Nov.  50 

2,022  • 
•  1,650 

985 

2,141 
1,529 
:  571 

'  36,315 

'  47,137 

46,459 

4,657  - 

4,241 

74,565 

::  79,371 

32,017 

Compiled  from  official  sources  except  as  noted, 
l/    Trade  figures.  : 

2/    Official  figures  through  October  31,  trade  figures  to  date. 


Flaxseed:    exports  from  Argentina  and  India  in  their  current  season, 

1927-1930 


Country  . 

:  Year 
: beginning 

!  1927 

.  1928 

1929  ; 

•  1,000 

bushels 

1,000 

: bushels 

1,000  : 

bushels : 

Argentina. . 

.:  Jan.  1 

:  74,585 

76,547 

63,677: 

India   

.:  Apr.  1 

:     8 , 900 

6,270 

9,926: 

period 


Jan.  1  to 

Dec.  31  1/ 

Apr.  1  to 

Dec.  31  2/ 


Compiled  from  official  sources  except  as  otherwise  stated. 
1/    Official  figures  through  June'  -30,  trade  figures  to  date. 
2/    Official  figures  through  October  31,  trade  figures  to  date. 


1929 

1930 

1,000 

:  1,000 

bushels 

•  bushels 

62,775 

44 ,339 

9,520  : 

9,745 

Flaxseed:     Monthly  average  price  per  bushel  in  specified  markets  in  1950 
and  corresponding  prices  for  1329 


'..  innipeg    [  Minneapolis,'  Bueno  s  Ai re§ 


Month 

!        x.  0  . 

x  : 

4  per 

cent 

3ueno  s 

.       x!  •  ■• 

f 

No. 

i  ; 

early 

ciex . 

..  innipeg 

Ai  re  s 



.     T  COO . 

"I  Q^n  • 

X  JO\J  . 

l.OU  . 

•|  COG . 

i  t.  ou 

X  jOL 

"l  OPQ  • 

i  Q'zn 

X  L'iJU 

Soils : 

Dolls : 

Do  lis: 

Dolls : 

Do  lis: 

Dolls 

Gents 

:  Cents* 

Cents: 

Cents 

Jaii. 

average 

1.  91 : 

• 

2 . 52 : 

2.45: 

s  * 
5.08 : 

1.63: 

1 . 95 

54 

.     56  : 

32 

113 

J!  eo. 

ii 

•  o.04: 

2. 50: 

2.55: 

3.05 : 

1.55: 

1  •  88 

•  51 

:  55 

90 

:  117 

Mar. 

ii 

2.08: 

2. 44: 

2.49: 

?  QP» 

1.54: 

1.32 

41 

:  48 

:  85 

•  110 

Apr. 

it 

'  2.03: 

2.43: 

2.45: 

2  m  9*3  ! 

1.77: 

1.96 

42 

49 

:     S3  ■ 

96 

May 

H 

2.05: 

2.19: 

2.45: 

2.68: 

1.54: 

1.88 

:  40 

49 

81 

:       80  ' 

June 

ii 

:  2.12: 

n    a  o  • 

2.71; 

1.77: 

1.79 

•  56 

59  : 

71 

:  92 

July 

1! 

2.53: 

1.79: 

2.76: 

2  •  o2 : 

2.08: 

1.57 

23 

53 

58 

75 

Aug. 

II 

•  2.61: 

1.62: 

2.79: 

2.00: 

2.10: 

1.62 

16 

38 

69 

58 

Sept. 

II 

'  2.34: 

1.43: 

3.23: 

1 . 90 : 

2 . 55: 

1.45 

39 

•     47  • 

63 

:  45 

Oct. 

II 

•  2.92: 

1.29: 

3.32: 

1 . 80 : 

2.46: 

1.25 

40 

:  51 

do  : 

55 

Nov. 

II 

2.72: 

1.05: 

3.24: 

1.65: 

1.03 

52 

60 

32 

57 

Dec . 

II 

2.64: 

.98: 

O  •  2o ! 

1.51: 

2.28: 

.94 

•  58 

:  63 

94 

:  67 

Margin  of  Minneapolis  price 
over 


Compiled  as  follows:  Minneapolis 


average 


Minneapolis  Tally  Market  Record, 
of  daily  price  s  weighted  "by  carlot  sales;  Winnipeg:  Canadian  Grain  Static-tics, 
Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce;  Buenos  Aires:  Review  ox  the  River 
Plate. 


Flaxseed:     Weekly  average  price  per  bushel  in  specified  markets  in  1931 
and  corresponding  prices  for  1350 


Month  and 
week  ', 

Winnipeg 

Minneapolis, 

Buenos  Aires 

Margin 

of  Minneapolis  price 
over 

Eb . 

1 
C. 

!        Ho .  1 

4  per  cent 
early  del. 

Jinnipeg 

Bueno  s  , 
Aires 

1930: 

1931 

:  1930:  1931 

1930 

1931 

1930  : 

1931  . 

1930 

1931 

Dolls: 

Dolls 

:Dolls:Doils 

:Dolls 

Dolls 

:  Cents: 

Cent? 

■  Cents 

Cents 

J  an .  -  : 

1st  week. . . .  • 

2.56: 

.97 

:  3.14:  1.58 

2.00 

:  .84 

58  : 

61 

114 

•  74 

2nd  11   

2.49: 

.97 

:  3.08:  1.61 

:  1.92 

.83 

:     59  : 

64  • 

116  : 

78 

3rd  "   

•  2.50: 

.97 

:  3.02:  1.58 

1.92 

•  ,03  : 

52  : 

61 

•  110  : 

75 

4th      "  .... 

:  2.48: 

.95 

:  3.04:  1.54 

1.92 

:    56  : 

59 

112 

•  72 

Compiled  as  follows:     Minnoapo?.  is:  Minneapolis  Daily  Market  Record,  average 


of  daily  prices  weighted  by  carlot  sales;  Winnipeg:  Canadian  Grain  Statistics, 
Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and  Comm.. rce;  Buenos  Aires:  New  York  Journal  of 
Commerce. 
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Flaxseed:    Price  per  bushel  of  La  Plata  and  Calcutta  flaxseed  at 
Hull,  England,  "by  months-,  January  1928-itfovoiniber  1930 


J  an  • 

Fo  o . 

—   

xi..  J  J-  • 

_  

.-.  i<y 

 ~ 

Jun 



Jul" 



S  PT)  f.  . 
O  o  L-  u  • 

Oct. 

l^J  <J  v  • 

 — 

Dec . 

Doll  s 

Dolls 

Dells 

.Dolls 

; pc lis 

Dolls 

Do  1 1  s 

Dolls 

Doll::. 

Dolls 

Dolls 

Dolls 

La  Plate 

"FT  ir<;rrid 

1928. . . 

1.8^ 

_L_   •    W  >_ 

1 . 84 

1.88 

•  1  84 

1  97 

1  92 

1.91 

1  1.88 

:  1.8S 

1.94 

1. 96 

.  1 .83 

1929. . . 

1.90 

1.93 

1.92 

1.93 

1.91 

1.90 

2.22 

2.41 

2.80 

2.60 

.31 

2.33 

1930 . . . 

•  2.22 

'■3.12 

."'.06 

2. 19 

2.13 

2.02 

"i  .  84 

1.91 

1.  72 

1.48 

:  1.26 

1.14 

Calcutta 

flaxseed 

1928. . . 

2.12 

2.10 

2.12 

.  2.20 

2  2^ 

2.18 

2.16 

:  2.16 

:  2.19 

,  2.26 

:  2.31 

•2.33 

1929. . . 

2.  32 

2. 52 

2.25 

.  2.19 

.  2.13 

2.11 

.  2.45 

.  2.51 

:  2.85 

:  2.89 

:  2.80 

2.77 

1930. . . 

2.58 

2.34 

2.20 

2 . 33 

.  2.27 

2.20 

.  2.01 

il 

1  17 

;  U 

:  1/ 

.  u 

Compiled  from  Oil,  Paint  and  Drug  Reporter.    Monthly  prices  arc  a  simple  average 

of  all  daily  prices.     Daily  prices  are  official  quotations  cabled  to  New  York 
each  day  and  represent  the  "orico  at  the  close  of  the  market."     For  prices  from 
January  1922-Dcccmbcr  1927  see  "World  Flaxseed  Prospects"  dated  August  21,  1930. 

1/    Not  available. 


Flaxseed:    Price  per  bushel  of  "Bold  Bombay"  at  Bombay,  b;  months, 

January  1928-11%-  1930 


Year 

.  Jan. 

:  Feb. 

,  Mar. 

:  Apr. 

i  Vf-r 
.  fie:,) 

:  Jv.no :  July 

:  Au£. 

: Sept. :  Oct. 

:  Nov. 

•  Dec. 

Dolls 

: Dolls 

Dolls 

Dolls 

Dolls 

Dolls;  Doll's 

Dolls 

Dolls : Dolls 

Dolls 

Dolls 

1928  

1.87 

1.83 

1 . 65 

1.88 

1.95 

1.91:  1.99 

1.85 

1.87:  1.98 

1.96 

1.97 

1929  

1.98 

2.04 

2.02 

1.99 

1.94 

1.93:  2.11 

o  pp 

2.51:  2.50. 

2.41. 

2.37 

1930  

2.29 

2.16 

2.07. 

2.11 

2.09 

2.00:^1.84 

1.95 

1.83:  2j 

2j  . 

*/ 

Compiled  from  Indian  Trade  Journal.     For  prices. from  June  1922-Dec ember  .1927 
sec  "World  Flaxseed  Prospects"  dated  August  21,  Is  30. 

1/    3  weekly  a uo tat ions  only. . 
2/    Not  available. 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPAHEOTP  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
.  .  Washington 


March  20,  1 


WORLD  FLAXSEED  PROSPECTS 


THE  FLAXSEED  SITUATION  IN  FEBRUARY  1931 


I  L  1  B  R 

RECS 
31. 


$  MAR  3  193' 


The  revision  in  tiie  estimate  of  the  flaxseed  production  and  exportable 
surplus  in  Argentina  was  undoubtedly  the  most  important  event  in  the  world 
flaxseed  situation  during  the  month  of  February.    Although  it  was  apparent 
that  the  heavy  rains  in  Argentina  during  January,  especially  during  the 
latter  part  of  that  month,  would  affect  the  flaxseed  crop  to  a  certain  extent, 
such  a  drastic  reduction  as  16  million  bushels  was  scarcely  expected.  The 
latest  official  estimate  gives  the  flaxseed  production  in  Argentina  as 
68,393,750  bushels  compared  with  the  December  estimate  of  84,407,717  bushels. 
A  similar  reduction,  based  on  the  revised  crop  and  carry-over  estimate,  was 
made  in  the  exportable  surplus  available  on  January  1,  1931  from  83,787,083 
to  64,536,476  bushels  or  approximately  19,000,000  bushels  less  than  the 
preliminary  forecast.    According  to  the  latest  estimate  Argentina  shipped 
one-fourth  of  her  total  flaxseed  crop  during  the  months  of  January  and 
February. 

This  decrease  in  the  world's  flaxseed  supply  was  naturally  reflected 
in  the  price  of  that  commodity  especially  in  Buenos  Aires.    The  weekly 
average  price  of  nearby  futures  in  that  market  advanced  from  84  cents  per 
bushel  for  the  first  week  of  February  to  96  cents  for  the  fourth  week.  Prices 
in  Minneapolis  and  Winnipeg  also  tended  upward.    In  Minneapolis  the  average 
price  for  the  first  week  of  February  was  $1*55  compared  with  .,j>1.58  for  the 
last  week  of  the  month.    Winnipeg  prices  advanced  from  93  cents  the  first 
week  to  ^1.02  the  third,  then  declined  to  £1.01,  the  average  for  the  last 
week  in  February.    The  margin  of  the  Ilinneapolis  price  over  that  of  Winnipeg 
averaged  57  cents  per  bushel  for  the  fourth  week  in  February.    The  spread 
between  the  Minneapolis  price  and  the  price  at  Buenos  Aires  v/as  62  cents  for 
the  week  ended  February  28.    For  February  the  average  price  per  bushel  in 
Ilinneapolis  was  $1«56  compared  with  $3f05  for  the  same  month  last  year  and 
yl.57  for  the  month  of  January  this  year#    The  average  price  at  Winnipeg 
for  the  mont.i  of  February  was  97  cents  per  bushel  compared  with  £2.50  for 
February  of  the  previous  year  and  95  cents  for  January  of  the  present  year. 
The  average  price  in  Buenos  Aires  for  the  month  of  February  this  year  is  not 
available  at  the  present  time.     The  average  monthly  price  for  January  was 
82  cents  per  bushel  against  #1#95  for  the  corresponding  month  last  year. 

The  upward  trend  of  prices,  although  apparently  influenced  by  the 
large  decrease  in  Argentine  supplies,  has  also  been  influenced  by  a  very 
good  general  demand.    Shipments  from  Argentina  during  "the  first  two  months 
of  this  year  have  been  very  heavy.    From  January  1  to  February  21,  1931 
the  total  exports  wore  17,290,000  bushels  compared  with  14,999,000  bushels 
for  the  same  period  in  1930.    According  to  trade  figures,  from  September  1 
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of  last  year  to  February  21  of  the  present  year,  30,341,000  "bushels 
have  teen  exported  against  25,290,000  bushels  for  tlie  corresponding  period 
of  the  previous  year,    Canada  also  sliov/s  an  increase  in  shipments  of 
approximately  1,000,000  "busliels,    Reports  from  India,  on  the  other  hand, 
during  the  present  season  from  September  1  to  February  21  have  been  ver2" 
lov:  having  decreased  from  4,397,000  "bushels  1.-st  season  to  1,977,000 
"bushels  this  season.    For  the  week  ended  February  14  shipments  of  flaxseed 
from  Russia  totalled  22,000  hushels.    Total  exports  from  the  principal 
exporting  countries  in  the  present  season  from  September  1  to  February  21, 
inclusive.  .,  were  33,539,030  bushels  compared  with  29,979,000  bushels  in 
the  previous  corresponding  period. 

Imports  of  flaxseed  into  the  United  States  for  the  month  of  January 
this  year  wore  only  352,017  "bushels,   the  smallest  caiantity  taken  in  that 
month  for  the  last  ten  years.     During  January  of  last  year  the  total 
imports  wore  1,073,542  "bushels.     On  the  other  hand  the  United  Kingdom  took 
a  much  larger  quantity  this  January  than  last.     The  total  imported  into 
these  two  countries  from  September  1,  1930  to  January  31,  1931  v/as 
5,8.63,000  "bushels  compared  with  10,661,000  bushels  last  season.  Imports 
into  Germany  for  the  same  period  were  3,444,000  bushels  against  2,735,000 
"bushels  during  the  previous  season.    From  September  1  to  December  31,  1930 
Belgium  imported  2,672,000  "bushels  compared  with  2,501,000  "bushels  during 
the  corresponding  months  of  1929.    For  the  last  four  months  of  1930 
imports  into  France  totalled  1,048,000  "bushels  against  1,268,000  "bushels 
for  the  same  months  of  the  previous  year.     Import  figures  for  Netherlands, 
another  leading  importing  country,  are  not  available  at  the  present  time. 

Commercial  stocks  of  flaxseed  in  both  the  United  States  and 
Canada  at  the  "beginning  of  March,  wore  much  higher  than  at  the  same  time 
in  the  past  two  years.    For  the  week  ended  February  28,  1951  stocks  in  the 
United  States  wore  1,273,000  bushels  compared  with  771,000  bushels  for 
the  corresponding  Week  last  year,  and  896,000  "bushels  in  1929.  Stocks 
in  store  in  the  'Tostern  Grain  Inspection  Division  of  Canada  on  February  27 
were  2,066,984  bushels  against  1,012,016  bushels  last  year  and  1,507,704 
"bushels  in  1929.     The  latest  revised  official  estimate  of  the  carry-over 
of  flaxseed  in  Argentina  on  January  1,  1931  was  4,697,333  "bushels. 


FF-50 


-3- 


^louseaii:    Acreage  in  countries  reporting  for  1930-31,  average 
1909-10  to  1913-14,  annual  1927-28  to  1930-31 


:  Average 

1930-31 

:  P:r  cent 

Item  and  country 

•  1909-10- 

: 1927-28 

:  1928-2. 

: 1929-30 

• (Prelim)  1930-31  i 

:t- 1913-14 

:of  192S-30 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1 , 000' 

:  1,000 

•   1 , 000 

acp:*a:-: 

:  acres 

:  acres 

:  acres 

:  acres 

ceres 

I     I     OO.l  b 

United  States   

•  2,490* 

::  2,837 

;  2 , 638 

;  3,050 

:  3,946 

:  129.4 

Argentina  

4,113- 

:r6,772  ; 

:  6,568 

•  5,231  ' 

•  7,262 

1  o  S .  8 

Russia  

3,165- 

:' 4,169 

:  4,275 

:  4,885 

:  5,165 

:  105.7 

India  '  

:  3,618 

:  3,331 

:  3,311 

•  3,10S 

•   2  801 

:  90.1 

Canada  '.  

•  1,035 

:  •'  476 

:  378 

:  382 

:  582 

:  152.4 

Uruguay  

:  127 

:      175  : 

:  1S2 

:  291 

:  402 

136.1 

Poland  

:  202 

!      275  - 

:  282 

:  289 

:  265 

:  98.6 

Lithuania   

:  143 

:  208 

:  236 

!  213 

:  204 

;         95.  o 

Latvia   

:  162 

:  156 

170 

;  138 

:  127 

:  92.0 

Estnonia     

135 

:  88 

;  83 

:  7S 

:  80 

101.5 

France   

:  62 

:  60 

:  64 

:  86 

:  74 

85 . 0 

Belgium   

49 

52  j 

59 

68 

:       56  : 

j2 .  4 

C  2  echo  s  1  o  valci  o  

61 

51  ' 

50 

:  47 

44 

93.6 

Rumen  i  a  • 

71 

49 

48  : 

43 

:  44 

102.3 ■ 

Morocco  : 

IS 

5S 

43 

42 

:        39  . 

92.9 

Kether  lipids  

;  '  33 

27 

59 

:  47 

:  37 

:  78.7 

Horthern  Ireland  

53 

:  26 

:  37 

:  34 

:  28 

82.4 

Italy   

:  43 

:  43 

44 

:  28 

:  24 

85.7 

Finland   • 

12 

:       13  ; 

14  : 

12 

14  : 

115.7 

Austria    : 

13 

9 

12  : 

12  j 

11  : 

91.7 

England  .and  '.'Jules  ....  • 

1/ 

4 

6  : 

6 

4  : 

66.7 

Irish  Free  State   j 

2/ 

6 

8 

6  : 

4  : 

56.7 

Spain    : 

7  : 

3  . 

3  : 

1 

2  : 

200.0 

Bulgaria    : 

1  : 

1 

1  : 

1  : 

1  : 

100.0 

Total  24-  countries  : 

reporting  for  1930  : 

15,813 

18,890  • 

18,581 

18,100  : 

21,236  : 

117.3 

Estimated  "."orld  : 

total  : 

15,892  : 

18,969 

19,028  : 

20,030  : 

Compiled  from  official  sources  and  the  International  Institute  of  Agriculture, 
l/  Less  than  one  thousand  acres. 

2/  Average  1909-10  to. 1913-14. includes  Northern  Ireland. 
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Flaxseed:    Production  in  countries  reporting  for  1930-31,  average 
1909-10  to  1:,13-14,  annual  1927-28  to  1930-31 


Average 

: 

Per  cent 

1 1 em  and  Country  : 

1909-10  to: 

1927-28:1928-29  : 

1929-30  : 

1930-31: 

1930-31  is 

1913-14  : 

*  < 

(Prelim) : 

of  1929-30 

1,000  : 

1,000  :  1,000  : 

1,000  : 

1 , 000  : 

FRODUCTIOr  : 

bus'.:  els  : 

bushels: bus"  els 

ha  she Is  : 

bushels  : 

Per  cent 

United  States   : 

19,543  : 

25,847:  19,928 

17,049  : 

23,682 

138.9 

Argentina   

31,117 

.  32,572:  78,377  . 

.  50,004  : 

68,894 

137.8 

India                           <  : 

•19,870  ■ 

.  16,240:  13,920 

12,880  : 

14,960  : 

116.1 

Canada   : 

12,040  • 

:    4,885:  3,614 

2,060 

■  4,399 

213.5 

Lithuania  i 

.     1,126  : 

1,405:  1,000 

:     1,718  : 

1,606. 

:  93.5 

Latvia  ;   : 

953  : 

:        655:  411 

:     •  904  . 

:  755 

:  33.5 

Ersnce  

;        534  : 

:        502:        763  : 

:  :  593 

:  739 

:  124.6 

Esthonia   

733 

:        368:  229 

:  •   ■  420  : 

.    -  473 

112.6 

Rumania  

:        707  : 

241 :  241 

:  '•  278 

:  389 

:  139.9 

Czechoslovakia  

435 

351:  323 

:  308 

:  277 

89.9 

Morocco  *  

:  248 

394:  358 

: •   ■  400  : 

:  293 

:  73.3 

Belgium    : 

472 

;        407:  492 

:  708 

:  ■  245 

:  34.6 

Italy   

340 

:        298:  314 

:  265 

:  223 

:  84.2 

Austria   

:  112 

:         51:  44 

:  '  44 

:  42 

:      95. 5 

Spain   

1  26 

:  ■       19:  20 

:  7 

:  10 

:  142.9 

Bulgaria   

:  6 

!           3:  5 

•  4 

:  7 

:     17  5.0 

Total  16  Countries 

reporting  .':or  1930 

:.  88,252 

:134,338:120,067 

:  87,642 

: 116, 994 

:  133.5 

Estimated  v;orld 

total   

:  .110,802 

:  158, 194: 147,755 

: 121.162 

Compiled  from  official  sources  and  the  International  Institute  of  Agriculture. 
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Flaxseed:     International  trade  of  important  importing  and 
exporting  countries  1927-28  to  1930-31 


Country 


Compiled  from  official  so 


Trade  for  year 


beginning  Sept. 


Trade 

v/it: 


in  current  season 
i  comparisons 


1927-28:1928-29:1929-30  ;Sept.  1  to 


1,000 

1,000 

.  1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

.bushels 

: bushels 

:  bushels 

: bushels . 

br.shels 

EXPORTS :              ,  i 

'xXr  ent  ina  

75, 786 

;  76,504 

:  1/4-3  119; 

Feb. 

21  Zj\ 

25, 290: 

30,341 

8,031 

7,930 

\  12,833: 

Feb, 

21  3/ 

4,397. 

1,977 

2,425 

1,685 

:  * .    '  413  s 

Jan . 

3l  : 

216 

1,199 

Russia  and  Danube  .   .  . 

83 

47 

:'     .  76: 

Feb . 

76 

22 

Total  above  exports  . 

86,325 

86~,216 

.  56,446 



29,979 

33,539* 






 . 



 . .  

U>~i"bGd  S*ta*fci,is          .   .  : 

18  ISO 

,  23  198 

18  249 

Jan  • 

31 

7,474 

1  166 

14,074 

i  12^360 

.  •  8,014. 

Jan. 

31  .   -  : 

.  3,137' 

4,697 

Total  t'.vo  countries  ; 

~  3 27234 

}  35,558! 

26,26~3 

10,661 

:  57863~ 

Continent  : 

15,733 

16,688 

10,801: 

17,488 

;  15,622. 

:  8,988: 

Jan. 

31 

.  2,735: 

3,444 

France    : 

3,011 

!  9,023 

7,438. 

Dec. 

31 

1,268 

1,048 

4,666: 

5,126 

3,212: 

Dec . 

31 

.  2,501 

0    c  70 
<~  ,  0  1  ^ 

Total  4  continental  : 

45,898' 

46,459 

30,489: 

6,504: 

7,164 

Total  above  imports  : 

""78,132! 

,  82,017; 

~~  56,  752: 

"Tf,165: 

13, 027  " 

1929-30:1930-31 


irces  except  as  noted. 
1/  Official  figures  to  Julic  30,  trade  figures  JUI5-  and 
'Zj  Trade  figures. 

3/  Official  figures  to  December  31,  trade  figures  to  date. 


agust . 


Flaxseed:     Exports  from  Argentina  and  India  in  their  cxirrent 

seasons,  1928-1931 


Country 


Argontina 
India 


Year 
bc";inninr; 


Jan.  1 
A  or.  1 


1923 


1929 


1,000  :  1,000 
bushe 1 s : bushe 1 s 

75,547:  63,677 

6,270:  9,926 


1930 

1,000 

btishels 

1/45,422 


Period 


Jan.l  to 
Feb.  21  2/: 
Apr.l  to 
Feb, 21  3/ 


1,000 
bushels 

19,160 

9,556 


1930 

1,000 
btishels 

14,999 

10,048 


1931 

1,000 
bxishe  1  s 


17,290 


Compiled  from  official  sources  except  as  otherwise  stated. 
1/    Official  figures  throu_h  June  30,  trade  figures  to  date. 
2/    ^rade  figures, 

3/    Official  figures  through  December  31,  trade  figures  to  date, 
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Flstxseed:    Average  price  per  bus'.:  el  in  specified  markets 
January  and  February,  1930-1 S31 


Minneapolis: 

Suei 

lOS 

Margin  of  Miimea] 

:>olis 

•Winnipeg  : 

: 

Aires 

price 

over 

Month 

Kb.  1  : 

I. 

o.  1  : 

4  per.  cent 

V»inn: 

Lpeg 

:  3uei 

lOS 

i  •  >tf 

.  C.  : 

: 

early 

del. 

Aires 

1930 

1931: 

1930: 

1931: 

1930' 

1951 

1930: 

1931: 

1950: 

1931 

Dolls 

Dolls: 

Dolls: 

Dolls: 

Dolls' 

Dolls 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Jant 

: 
: 

: 
: 

1st  week   

2.55 

♦  97.: 

3.14: 

1.58: 

2.00- 

.84 

•  •  58  , 

:  61 

114  : 

:  74 

2nd  week   

.  2.49: 

.97: 

3.08: 

1.61: 

1.92 

.83 

59  : 

•  64 

•  116  : 

:  78 

3rd  11   

'2.50 

:  .97: 

3.02: 

1.38: 

1.92 

.83 

•  52  : 

61 

:  110  : 

:  75 

4th  "   

1  2.48 

.95: 

3.04: 

1.54: 

1.92: 

.82 

56  : 

59 

112 

72 

,  2.52 

.95: 

3. 08: 

1.57: 

1.95 

,  .82 

:  56 

62 

113  : 

75 

Feb. 

1st  week   

2.50 

.93: 

3.07: 

1.55: 

1.89' 

•  .84- 

57  : 

62 

118  : 

71 

2nd  "   

•  2.51 

.93: 

3 . 08: 

1.56: 

1.91 

.86 

:    57  : 

63 

.  117 

:  70 

3rd      11   , 

•  2.49 

1.02: 

3. 05: 

1.55: 

1.90 

.91 

:  56 

53  • 

115  : 

•  64 

4th     "    : 

2.51 

1.01: 

2,99: 

1.58: 

1.87: 

.96 

48  : 

57  : 

112  . 

52 

Feb.  average  .. 

2.50 

:    .  97 : 

3.05: 

1. 56: 

1.89 

1/ 

55  , 

59 

115  . 

Compiled  as  follows:    Minneapolis:     Minneapolis  Daily  Market  Record,  average 
of  daily  prices  weighted  by  carlot  sales;  Winnipeg:     Canadian  Grain  Statistics, 
Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce;  Buenos  Aires:     Review  of  the  River 
Plate  -  monthly  averages,  Uew  York  Journ  1  of  Commerce  -  weekly  averages. 
1  /  No  t  aval  1  a.b  1  e . 


Flaxseed;    Price  por  "bushel  of  La  Plata  and  Calcutta  flaxseed 

at  Hull,  England,  by  months,  January  1928-Jattuary  1931. 


Year 

  —  * 

[  Jan .  [  Fell . 
: Bolls: Dolls 

[  liar . 

E  • 

--pr . . 
: Dolls : 

".lay  !  June 
Dolls:Dolls 

_  J  Lit," 

:Dolls 

1   A        .  . 

■M*  JL  t 

: Dol Is 

_  o  ep  u . 

: Dol Is 

_  UC  Tj  . 

: Dolls 

*iTov.  Doc. 
•.Dolls:  Dolls 

Ua.    i.  la  li  d 

flaxseed: 

■  ■ 

1928  : 

1.35: 

1,84: 

1.88 

.   1 . 84 : 

1.97 

.  1,92 

,  1.91 

:  1.88 

,  1.86 

1.94 

1.96 

.1.83 

1929  : 

1.90: 

1.93: 

1.92 

.  1.93: 

1.91 

1.90 

o   o  o 

2.41 

.  2.80 

li.  b'J 

.  2.31 

.2.33 

1330  ; 

f)  Oil 

2.12: 

2. 06 

.  2.19: 

2.13 

.  2.02 

1  .  0ZJr 

1  Ol 

1.91 

.    1 .  ft*. 

1     A  Q 

1.26 

1.14 

1  931 

1.02: 

Calcutta  : 

flaxseed: 

1928  : 

2.12: 

2.10: 

o  in 
<o  .  1  -~ 

2.20: 

2.18. 

2.  16 

:  2.16 

•  2.19 

.  2.26 

.  2.31 

'  2 .  j3 

1929  : 

2.32: 

2.52: 

O  OK 

.  2.19: 

2.15: 

2.11. 

.  2.45 

2.51 

.  2.85 

.  2.89 

2.80 

2.77 

1930  : 

2.58: 

2.34 

2.20 

2.27 

2.20 

2.01 

1931  : 

Compiled  from  Oil,  Paint  and  Drug  Reporter.    Honthly  prices  are  a  simple 
average  of  all  daily  prices.     Daily  prices  are  official  ouotations  cabled  to 
Nov;  York  each  day  and  represent  the  price  at  the  close  of  the  market.  For 
prices  from  January  19 22-D3C caber  1927  see  ni7orld  Flaxseed  Prospects"  dated 
August  21,  1930. 


Flaxseed:     Price  p~-r  "bushel  of  "Bold  Bombay"  at  Bombay,  by  months, 

January  13 28-3 opt ember  1330 


Year 

Jan. 

^Fcb.  j 

-.-&r  *   .  **  ox*  * 

hay    .June  ,  July 

Aug.   .Sept.. Oct.   .Nov.  !Doc. 

1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 

Dolls 

,  1.87 
.  1.98 
:  2,29 

Dolls: 

1.83. 
.  2.04 
2.16 

Dolls:Dolls 
1.66:  1.83. 
2.07:  2.11 

Dolls'.Dolls  ;Dolls 

.  1.95:   1.91:  1.99 
1.94:  1.33:  2.11 
2.09:  2.00:1/1.84 

Dolls1 Dolls -Dolls -Dolls : Dol Is 

.   1.36:  1.37:  1.38:  1.96:1.97 
:  2,22:  2.51:  2.50:  2.41:2.37 
1.95:  1.83:          :  : 

Compiled  from  Indian  Trad^  Journal.  For  pries  from  June  1922-Doconber  1927 
see  :,"orld  Flaxseed  Prospects"  dated  August  21,  1330. 


l!      Three  weekly  quotations  only. 
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WORLD  FLAXSEED  PROSPECTS 


Acreage  seeded  to  flaxseed  in  the  United  States  in  19S1  will  be  about 
15  per  cent  less  than  the  acreage  seeded  in  1930  but  only  about  4  per  sent 
less  than  the  acreage  harvested  in  1930,  if  the  present  planting  intentions 
are  carried  out, .according  to  a  report  issued  by  the  Crop  Reporting  Board 
on  March  25.     In  India  acreage  will  be  less  this  season  than  last,  according 
to  the  latest  figures.    The  second  official  estimate  of  the  area  sown  to 
flaxseed  in  that  country  is  given  as  2,299,000  acres  compared  with  2,332,000 
acres,  the  corresponding  estimate  a  year  ago.    Weather  conditions  there 
continue  to  be  favorable  for  harvesting,  which  apparently  is  progressing 
rapidly.     The  crop  in  the  United  Provinces  of  India  will  be  75  per  cent  of 
normal  compared  with  90  per  cent  a  year  ago,  according  to  the  official 
estimate.    Crop  prospects  for  the  remaining  flaxseed  provinces  appear  to  be 
satisfactory  however,  and  the  yields  in  these  may  offset  the  decrease  in  the 
United  Provinces.    At  the  present  time  indications  are  that  the  total  crop 
of  flaxseed  in  India  will  be  only  slightly  smaller  than  last  year  when 
14,960,000  bushels  were  harvested.     In  Argentina  ploughing  for  the  next  cjeop 
has  already  begun*    The  soil  is  in  good  condition  and  weather  favorable.  At 
present  prices,  however,  it  is  probable  that  flaxseed  acreage  will  be  reduced. 
Russia  is  planning  to  increase'  acreage  to  oilseeds  this  season  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  make  possible  a  total  production  of  415,000  tons  of  vegetable 
oils  compared  with  333,300  tons  produced  in  1930.    Undoubtedly  flaxseed  will 
supply  the  major  part  of  this  increase. 

Production  of  flaxseed  in  Uruguay  for  the  season  1930-31  is  estimated 
at  5,654,000  bushels,  which  exceeds  the  amount  produced  the  preceding  season 
by  more  than  2  million  bushels  or  38  per  cent.    Weather  conditions  were 
especially  favorable  for  the  growing  crop,  resulting  in  an  average  yield  of 
14.1  bushels  per  acre,  the  highest  on  record  for  that  country. 

The  trend  of  flaxseed  prices  during  the  next  two  months  will  be 
determined  largely  by  the  demand  for  flaxseed  products,  principally  linseed 
oil.    This  in  turn  is  largely  dependent  on  business  activity  and  construction, 
especially  residential  construction.  Business  activity  continues  to  show  some 
improvement  over  earlier  months,  but  improvement  so  far  has  been  slow  and 
irregular  and  is  likely  to  continue  so  for  the  next  few  months.  Residential 
construction  so  far  during  1931  has  made  more  than  the  usual  seasonal  gains, 
but  continues  at  on  unusually  low  level.    When  these  factors  are  considered 
no  marked  improvement  in  the  demand  for  linseed  oil  seems  likely  in  the  near 
future. 

Flaxseed  prices  during  the  first  two  weeks  of  April  were  slightly  lower 
than  in  the  month  of  March  in  the  three  leading  world  markets:  Minneapolis, 
Buenos  Aires  and  Winnipeg.     The  weekly  average  price  of  flaxseed  in  Minneapolis 
declined  from  $1.59  for  the  second  week  of  March  to  $1.54  for  the  second  week 
of  April.    A  similar  decline  occurred  in  nearby  futures  in  Buenos  Aires  from 
97  cents  the  second  week  of  last  month  to  91  cents  for  the  second  week  of  the 
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present  month.    Winnipeg  prices  advanced  from  $1.01  per  bushel  the  first  week 
of  March  to  $1.05  the  third  week  of  the  same  month  but  declined  to  $1.01 
for  the  first  week  of  April.     The  margin  of  the  Minneapolis  price  over  that 
of  Winnipeg  averaged  54  cents  per  bushel  for  the  first  week  in  April.  The 
spread  between  the  Minneapolis  price  and  the  price  at  Buenos  Aires  was  63 
cents  for  both  the  first  and  second  week  of  April,    lor  March  the  average  price 
per  bushel  in  Minneapolis  was  $1.58  compared  with  $2.92  for  the  same  month 
last  year  paid  $1.56  for  the  month  of  February  this  year.     The  average  price 
at  Winnipeg  for  last  month  was  $1.07  per  bushel  against  $2.44  for  the  month 
of  March  last  year  and  97  cents  for  February  of  the  present  year.     The  average 
price  of  flaxseed  in  Buenos  Aires  for  last  month  is  not  available  at  the 
present  time. 

The  decline  in  price  was  due  doubtless  to  the  falling  off  in  the  demand 
for  seed.     Indications  are  that  European  requirements  of  Plate  seed  have  been 
satisfied  for  the  present.    Also  during  the  past  few  weeks  there  has  been  a 
seasonal  curtailment  in  the  former  large  demand  for  oilcakes  in  Europe. 
However,  shipments  of  flaxseed  from  Argentina  during  the  month  of  March 
continued  to  be  heavy.     For  the  first  three  months  of  the  present  year  exports 
of  Argentine  flaxseed  to  Europe  nave  exceeded  all  recent  records.    On  the 
other  hand,  the  United  States  has  taken  much  less  during  the  early  part  of 
this  year  than  usual.    From  January  1  to  March  23,  1931  the  total  exports 
from  Argentina  were  27,786,000  bushels  compared  with  20,818,000  bushels  for 
the  same  period  in  1930.    According  to  trade  reports  40, £36,000  bushels  were 
exported  from  September  1  of  last  year  to  March  28  of  the  present  year, 
against  31,108,000  bushels  for  the  corresponding  period  of  the  previous  season. 
Exports  from  India,  on  the  other  hand,  during  the  present  season  from  Septem- 
ber 1  to  March  28  were  2,134,000  bushels  compared  with  4,855,000  bushels 
last  season  or  approximately  50  per  cent  less.    For  the  week  ended  February 
21  shipments  of  flaxseed  from  Russia  totalled  78,000  bushels. 

Imports  of  flaxseed  into  the  United  States  for  the  month  of  February  this 
year  wore  951,928  bushels,  the  smallest  quantity  taken  in  that  month  since  1921 
During  February  of  last  year  the  total  imports  were  2,279,117  bushels.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  United  Kingdom  took  28,654  bushels  in  February  of  this  year 
compared  »ith  16,813  in  February  1930.     The  total  imported  into  these  two 
countries  from  September  1,  1930  to  February  28,  1931  was  7,961,000  bushels 
against  13,612,000  bushels  last  season.     Imports  into  Germany  for  the  same 
season  were  4,474,000  bushels  compared  with  3,697,000  bushels  during  the 
previous  season.    From  September  1,  1930  to  January  31,  1931  Belgium  imported 
1,513,000  bushels  against  1,583,000  bushels  during  the  corresponding  period 
last  season. 

Commercial  stocks  of  flaxseed  in  the  United  States  for  the  week  ended 
April  11,  1931  were  1,155,000  bushels  compared  with  670,000  bushels  for  the 
corresponding  week  last  year,  and  594,000  bushels  in  1929.     Stocks  in  store  in 
the  Western  C-rain  Inspection  Division  of  Canada  on  April  10  were  2,062,408 
bushels  against  929,316  bushels  last  year  and  1,301,012  bushels  in  1929. 
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Fla^seed:    Acreage  in  countries  reporting  for  1930-31,  average  1909-10 
to  1913-14,  annual  1927-28  to  1930-3-1 


Country 


United  State 
Argentina 
Russia  .  •  • 
India  .... 
Canada  .' .  • 
Uruguay  . . 
Poland  . . . 
Lithuania 
Latvia  ... 
Esthonia  . 
France  . .  . 
Belgium  . . 
Czechoslov 
Rumania 
Morocco  . . 
Netherlands  . 
northern  Irel 

Italy  

Finland   

Austria   

England  and  \7ales 
Irish  Free  State 
Spain  . .  . 
Bulgaria 

Total  24  countries 
reporting  for 
1930-31   


3s t.  world  total . . 


:  Average 

1930-31 

Percentage 

:  1909-10 

1927-28 

:  1928-29 

:  1929-30 

: (Prelim. ) 

: 1930-31  is  of 

:to  1913-14 

•  1929-30 


.        1 ,  UUU  ! 

X  ,  UUU 

:  i ,  uuu 

X  ,  UUU 

x ,  uuu 

:       ac  res 

acres 

acres 

ac  re  s 

acres 

cgt  cenu 

•J    O  'i  "7 

!  /d,boo 

;  u,u ou 

.        "T.    Q/1  A 

.       1  2d  A 

A  1  "i  ^ 

6 , 56  8 

O,  col 

f  ,  (vOO 

Xoo.  0 

•            'Z    ICR  . 

.         o , XoD  ! 

/I  ICO 

4,  lb y 

:  4t,  <s  /o 

•4,  OOO 

D  ,  1  OO 

;      iU  0.  ( 

O ,  olo  ! 

o,  oox 

'     O , Oil 

0 ,  lUb 

0  pm 
0 ,  dUI 

>          OTi  1 
'         zaJ  .  X 

;       x , uoo  ; 

'trb 

!        O  i'  0 

OOid 

!  Do<o 

1  <0  A 

•              X<o  (  ; 

X  '  D 

X  JO 

«  PQ1 

•  Ano 

T  'ZP  1 
X  OO  .  X 

•  pop 

lOO 

•              P  OK 

>          Q  P  A 

•              1  A^ 

pn  c 

DTtA 

•      pi  7 

•  PHA 

z)0  .  0 

•  1  AO 

•  XO*-> 

•          1  RA 

!         X  r  U 

,  xoo 

1  P7 
X<o  f 

•      qp  n 

.  xoo 

OD 

OO 

!  OU 

>     1  m  % 

•  AP 

•  oc. 

API 

!  o-* 

PA 

7A 

rr  n 

RP 

KQ 

A  P- 
DCS  , 

Do  : 

•'  ."  QP  A 
0<0  •  ■y: 

•  OX 

R1  ■ 

!           OX  ' 

ou 

AP  - 

AA  - 

•  ■  •     Q7  A 

71  : 

49  : 

48 

43 

:  44 

:  102.3 

:  18 

59 

:       43  : 

42 

39 

92.9 

:          33  • 

27 

39  : 

47  • 

37 

78.7 

:           53  • 

26 

37 

34 

:         28  : 

82.4 

:           43  : 

43 

44  • 

•28 

:  24 

85.7 

:  12 

:  13 

14 

:  12 

:         14  : 

116.7 

:          13  : 

9 

12 

12 

:  11 

:  91.7 

:l/ 

:  4 

6 

:  6 

4 

66.7 

:2/ 

6 

8 

6 

:  4 

65.7 

:            7  : 

3 

3  : 

1 

:           2  ■ 

200.0 

:            1  . 

1 

1 

1 

1  : 

100.0 

:  15,813 

18,890 

: 18, 561 

:  18, 100 

:  21,236 

117.3 

:  15,892 

:13,969 

19,028 

20,030 

Compiled  from  official  sources  and  the  International  Institute  of  Agriculture 
1/  Less  than  one  thousand  acres. 

2/  Average  1909-10  to  1913-14  includes  Northern  Ireland. 
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Flaxseed:     International  trade  of  important  importing  and  exporting 
countries,  year  beginning  September  1,  1927-1931 


Item  and  country 


EXPORTS: 

Argentina   

India   

Canada   

Russia  and  Danube 
Total  above  exports 
IMPORTS: 

United  States   

United  Kingdom   

Total  two  countries 
Continent 

.  Netherlands   

Germany   

Prance   

Belgium   

Total  four  countries 
Total  above  imports 


Trade  for  year 
beginning  Sept.  1 


Trade  in  current  season 
with  comparisons 


1927-28: 1928-29 

•1929-30 

Sept.  1  to 

1S29-30 

1930-31 

1,000  :  1,000 
bushels: bushels 

:  1,000 
bushels 

:Mar»  23  2/ 
Mar.  28  3/ 

:Peb.  28 
liar.  28  : 

1,000 
:  bushels 

:  1,000 
bushel  s 

75,786:  76,504 
8,031:  7,980 
2,425:  1,685 
83:  47 

1/43,119 
12,838 
413 
■  76- 

•  31,108 
4,855  : 
216 
76 

:  40,836 
2,184 
1,202 
78 

86,325:  85,216 

56 , 446 

'  35,255  : 

44,300 

18,160:  23,198 
14,074:  12,360 

:  18,249: 
3,014 

Feb.  28  : 
Feb.  28,  : 

9,753 
3,859 

2,118 
5,843 

32,234:  35,558 

26 , 263 

13,612 

•  7,961 

15,733:  16,688 
17,488:  15,622 
8,011:  9,023: 
4,566:  5,126: 

10,801 
8,988 
7,488: 
3,212: 

Feb.  28  : 
Feb.  28  : 
Dec.  31 
Jan.  31  : 

4,043  : 
3,697 
2,501 
1,583  : 

4,463 
4,474 
2,672 
1,513 

45,898:  46,459 

30,489 

11,824 

13,122 

78,132:  82,017 

56,752 

25,436 

21,083 

Compiled  from  official  sources  except  as  noted. 

1/  Official  fig-ares  to  June  30,  trade  figures  July  and  August. 

2/  Trade  figures. 

3/  Official  figures  to  January  31,  trade  figures  to  date. 


Flaxseed:    Exports  from  Argentina  and  India  in  their  current  seasons, 

1923-1931 


Country 

Year 
beginning 

1928 

1929  j     1930     ;  Period 

:  1929 

:  1930 

1931 

Argentina  : 
India  .... 

J  an .  1 
:    Apr.  1 

■  1,000 
bushels 

1,000  :  1,000  : 
bu s he 1 s : bu she 1 s  : 

1,000 

bushels 

1,000 
bushels 

1,000 

'bushels 

76,547 
6,270; 

:              :  J  an.  1  to 
63,677: l/45, 422: Mar. 28  2/ 
:             :               :Apr.  1  to 
9,926:                 : Mar. 28  3/ 

28,935 
10,014 

20,818: 
10,255 

27,786 

Compiled  from  official  sources  except  as  otherwise  stated. 
l/  Official  figures  through  June  30,  trade  figures  to  date. 
2/  Trade  figures. 

3/  Official  figures  through  January  31,  trade  figures  to  date. 
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Flgjcsoed:     Monthly  and  weekly  average  price  per  bushel  in  specified 
markets  in  1931  and  corresponding  prices  for  1930 


V/innipeg 

Minneapolis' 

Buenos 
Aires 

Margin  of  1 
price 

linneapolis 
;  over 

Mont  ft 
and  week 

:   •  LTo . 
:  N.-W 

1 

.  C. 

No . 

1  ; 

4  per  cent: 
early  del 

V/innipeg  j 

Buenos 
Aires 

1930 

1931 

1930: 

1931: 

1930 

•  1931 

1930 

1931: 

1930* 

1931 

Dolls 

: Dolls 

Dolls: 

Dolls: 

Dolls 

:Dol_ls 

Cents 

C  en  t  s 

Cents 

Cents 

o  an. 

average  .... 

:  2. 52 

.  .95 

•  3.08: 

1.57: 

1.95 

:  .82 

56 

62  : 

113 

:  75 

r  e  D . 

ii 

t  •  •  • 

:  2.50 

.97 

:  3.05: 

1.56: 

1.  89 

:  •  .84 

55 

:  59  : 

116- 

72 

Mar . 

ii 

.... 

:  2.44 

1.07 

2.92: 

1.58: 

1.82 

'%]  : 

48  : 

51  - 

110 

Jan. 

- 

: 

1st 

week  ........ 

2.56 

.97- 

3.14: 

1.58: 

2.00 

'  .84 

58 

61 

114' 

:  74 

2nd 

2.49 

:  •  .97 

:  3.08: 

1.61: 

1.92 

'  .83 

59 

64  '  j 

li6  : 

78 

3rd 

ii  , 

:  2.50 

.97 

3.02: 

1.58: 

1.92 

.83: 

52  • 

61  .: 

'  110 

:  75 

4th 

ti 

2.48 

.95 

:  3.04: 

1.54: 

1.92 

•  .82 

56 

:  59 

112 

72 

i  6Di 

1st 

week 

:  2.50: 

.93 

3.07: 

1.55: 

1.89 

•  -.84 

57 

:  62  : 

118 

71 

2nd 

ii  . 

2.51 

.93 

3.08: 

1.56: 

1.91 

•  .86 

57 

•  63  : 

117 

:  70 

3rd 

tt 

2.49 

1.02 

3.05: 

1.55: 

1.  90 

.91 

,  56 

:  53  '. 

115 

•  64 

4th 

ii  . 

2.51 

1.01 

2.99: 

1.58: 

1.87 

.96 

48 

:  57  : 

112  . 

-  62 

Mar . 

1st 

week 

2.42 

1.01 

2.97: 

1.59: 

1.83 

.95: 

55  : 

58  ■.: 

.  114  ; 

64 

2nd 

it 

2.34: 

1.04 

2.88: 

1.59: 

1.77 

.97: 

.  54 

55  .: 

.111  .: 

62 

3rd 

ii   , 

2.48' 

1.05 

2.89: 

1.58: 

1.84 

:  .96 

41  • 

53  .: 

105 

62 

4  th 

ii 

2,50 

1.03 

•  2.96: 

1.58: 

1.91 

.94 

46 

55  • 

105 

64 

Apr. 

1st 

week  

:  2.46: 

1.01: 

2.96: 

1.55: 

1.96 

:  .92. 

50  ' 

•  54  .: 

100 

63 

2nd 

ii 

:  2.47; 

1/  : 

2.97: 

1.54: 

2.03 

.91 

;  50  *: 

94  : 

63 

Compiled  as  follows:     Minneapolis:  Minneapolis  Daily  Market  Record,  average 
of  daily  prices  weighted  by  carlot  sales;  Winnipeg:  Canadian  Grain  Statistics, 
Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce;  Buenos  Aires:  Review  of  the  River 
Plate  -  monthly  average,  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  -  weekly  averages, 
l/  riot  available. 
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Flaxseed:     Production  in  countries  reporting  for  1930-31,  average 
1909-10  to  1913-14,  annual  1927-23  to  1930-31 


Average  : 

Percentage 

Country 

:  1909-10  : 

1927-23 

1923-29 

•  1929-30 

: 1930-31 

1930-31  is  of 

to  1913-14: 

(Prelim. ) 

:     1329-  30 

1,000  : 

1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

1,000 

bushels  : 

"bushels 

: bushel s 

bushels 

bushels 

Per  cent 

United  States  .... 

19,543  : 

25.,  847 

19,928 

:  17,049 

.  23,682 

:  138.9 

Argentina.  

31,117  : 

82,672 

:  78,377 

:  50,004 

68,894 

137.8 

India   

:      19,870  : 

16,240 

:  13,920 

12,880 

:  14,960 

115.1 

Canada   

12,040  : 

4  ,  885 

:  3,614 

.  2,060 

4,399. 

:  213.5 

Uruguay   

:           951  : 

1,  954 

2,030 

3,216 

5,664 

176.1 

Lithuania  

:        1,125  : 

1,405 

'1,000 

•  1,718 

1,606 

:  '  93.5 

Latvia   

:           953  : 

655 

'   "  411 

:  904 

"   755  ' 

'  83.5 

France   

:           534  : 

502 

:  763 

:  593 

739 

124.6 

Ssthonia   

:           733  : 

'  363 

229' 

:  420: 

473 

112.6 

Rumania.  

707  : 

241: 

241 

:  278: 

389 

139.9 

Czechoslovakia  ... 

:  435': 

351 

323- 

:  308 

277- 

:  89.9 

l\XKJ  X    J     ■   _  VJ  .......... 

.  c.'-xo 

>  TOO 

:       o  do 

!          £HJd . 

o  orz 

TX  "X 
<  Ot  O 

Belgium   

472  : 

407 

492 

•  708 

245 

34.6 

Italy   

340  : 

298 

314 

265 

223 

:  84.2 

Austria   

112  : 

51 

44 

:  44: 

42  : 

95.5 

Spain   

:            26  : 

19 

20- 

7: 

10 

142.9 

Bulgaria  

6  : 

•  3 

3 

4: 

7  : 

175.0 

Total  17  coun- 

tries reporting 

for  1930-31   

89,213  : 

136,292: 

122,097: 

90,858: 

122,658  : 

135.0 

Est.  world  total. 

110,802  : 

158,194: 

147,755: 

121,162: 

Compiled  from  official  sources  and  the  International  Institute  of 
Agriculture. 
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Flarcseed:    Price  per  bushel  of  La  Plata  and  Calcutta  flaxseed  at 
Hull,  England,  by  months,  January  1928-March  1931 


T  1"  piri    o  riH 

year 

Jan.  ' 

Feb. : 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

j  July 

Aug. 

'Sept. 

Oct. 

Uo  v. ' 

Dec. 

k  0  i  1  S  . 

J-0  1  1  S 

.JO lis 

J011S 

' JOi  i S 

Dolls 

Jolls 

Jolls 

i'ol  Is 

jolls 

: Dolls 

T.n     PI  ntl 

-Lid  i  x a ua 

flaxseed 

1928...' 

1.85: 

1.84: 

1.88 

1.84 

1.97 

•  1.92 

:  1.91 

:  1.83 

1.86 

1.94 

1.96 

1.85 

1929. . . 

•  1.90: 

1.93: 

1.92. 

1.93 

1.91 

:  1.90 

•  2.22 

2.41; 

2.80 

■  2.60 

2.31 

2.33 

1930.  . . 

•  2.22: 

2.12: 

2.06 

•  2.19 

2.13 

2.02 

1.84 

■  1.91 

1.72 

1.48. 

1.26: 

1.14 

1931. . . 

1.02: 

1.09 

1.14 

Calcutta 

flaxseed 

1928. . . 

2.12: 

2.10: 

2.12 

2.20 

2.23 

2.18. 

2.16 

2.16: 

2.19 

2.26: 

2.31 

1929...: 

2  •  33  r 

2.52: 

2.25: 

2.19: 

2.13: 

2.11: 

2.45 

:  2.51 

2.85 

2.89 

2.80: 

2.77 

1930. . . : 

2.58: 

2.34: 

2.20: 

2.33: 

2.27: 

2.20: 

2.01 

-3.15 

1.95* 

1.74 

:  1.57 

1.55 

1931.  . .: 

1.44: 

1/  : 

1/  : 

Compiled  from  "Oil,  Paint  and  Drug  Reporter"  and  "The  London  Grain,  Seed  and  Oil 
Reporter".     Monthly  prices  are  a  simple  average  of  all  daily  prices.  Daily 
prices  are  official  quotations  cabled  to  Hew  York  each  day  and- represent  the  price 
at  the  close  of  the  market.    For  prides  from  January  1922- Dec ember  1927  see 
".7orld  Flaxseed  Prospects"  dated  August  21,  1930. 
l/  Ilot  available. 


Flaxseed:     Price  per  bushel  of  "Bold  Bombay"  at  Bombay,  by  months, 
January  1928-Febraary  1931 


Year 

Jan., 

Feb.'^  Mar.'  Apr. 

Hay 

|  June 

July 

Aug. [Sept.;  Oct. 

*  iJbv. "  Dec. 

1928   : 

1 9*3 9  ••••• 

1930   

Dolls: 

Dolls :Dolls:Dolla 

Dolls 

Dolls 

: Dolls 

•  1.99 
2.11 
l/l.84: 

Dolls: Dolls: Dolls 

:Dolls:Eolls 

1.87 
1.98 
.  2.29 
3^-21 

:  1.83:  1.65:  1.88 
2.04:  2.02:  1.99: 
.  2.16:  2.07:  2.11 
3/1.35:    3/  : 

1.95 
1.94 
■  2.09 

1.91 
:  1.93 
2.00 

•  1.86:  1.87:  1.98 

•  2.22:  2.51:  2.50 
1.95:  1.83:1^.60 

1.96:  1.97 
:  2.41:  2.37 
l/L.42  2/1.32 

1931   : 

Compiled  from  "Indian  Trade  Journal".    For  prices  from  June  1922-December  1927 
see  "florid  Flaxseed  Prospects"  dated  August  21,  1930. 
l/  Three  weekly  quotations  only. 
2/  Two  weekly  quotations  only. 
3/  2Tot  available. 
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U1TITSD  STATES  IEPAHTICTT  OF  AG-RICULTUPa: 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
V?  ashing  tbn 


'.To rid  prospects  for  flaxseed  during  the  present  season  indicate  re- 
duced acreage  not  only  in  the  loading  producing  countries  such  as  the  United 
States,  Argentina  end  India,  tout  also  in  many  of  the  less  important  produc- 
ing countries.    According  to  an  official  report  growers  in  Netherlands  are 
intending  to  restrict  and  in  some  instances  to  discontinue  the  acreage 
seeded  to  flaxseed  this  year.     Czechoslovakia  also  reports  that  on"  account 
of  the  prevailing  low  prices  the  1931  flaxseed  crop  will  undoubtedly  be 
greatly  reduced'.     It  is  also  expected  that  there  will  be  a  smaller  acreage 
in  ITorthern  Ireland  during  the  present  year.    On  account  of  unsatisfactory 
prices  Lithuania  is  'also  planning  considerable  reduction  in  the  acreage 
seeded  to  flax  this  year,     weather  Conditions  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada  were  favorable  for  the  seeding  of  flax,  but  rainfall  .this  spring  has 
been  somewhat  below  normal  especially  in  the  western  half  of  Uorth  Dakota, 
Montana,  and  Canada.    Unless  timely  rains  are  received  in  the  near  future, 
the  crop  in  this  area  is  likely  to  suffer  from  lack  of  moisture. 

The  total  flaxseed  production  in  the  eighteen  countries  now  reported 
for  the  1930-31  season  is  124,993,000  bushels  compared  with  93,950,000 
bushels  last  year  and  124,510,000  bushels  in  1928-29.     Production  of  flax- 
seed in  Poland  during  the  1930-31  season  is  now  estimated  at  2,335,000  bushels 
against  the  record  crop  of  3,092,000  bushels  last  year. 

Flaxseed  prices  advanced  in  Minneapolis  and  Winnipeg  during  the  early 
part  of  April,  but  gradually  declined  the  latter  part  of  the  month.  The 
weekly  average  price  of  flaxseed  in  Minneapolis  advanced  from  $1.55  per 
bushel  the  first  week  of  April  to  $1.59  the  third  week  of  the  same  month 
but  declined  to  $1.56  the  last  week.     During  the  second  week  in  May  the 
price  again  advanced  to  $1.58  per  bushel.    A  similar  price  movement  occurred 
in  Winnipeg  advancing  -from  $1.01  per  bushel  the  first  week  of  April  to 
$1.06  the  third  week  and  declining  to  $1.04  for  the  last  week  of  Aoril.  In 
Buenos  Aires  nearby  futures  declined  during  the  month  of  April  from  92 
cents  per  bushel  the  first  week  to  86  cents  the  last  week.     The  margin  of  the 
Minneapolis  price  over  that  of  Winnipeg  averaged  52  cents  for  the  last 
week  of  April.     The  spread  between  the  Minneapolis  price  and  the  price  at 
Buenos  Aires  was  70  cents  for  the  last  week  of  April.    For  April  the  average 
price  per  bushel. in  Minneapolis  was  $1.58  compared  with' $2.92  for  the  some 
month  last  year  and  $1.58  for  the  month  of  March  this  year.    The  average 
price  at  Winnipeg  for  last  month  was  $1.04  per  bushel  against  $2.43  for 
the  month  of  April  last  year  and  $1.07  for  March  of  the  present  year.  The 
average  price  of  flaxseed  in  Buenos  Aires  for  March  was  94  cents  per  bushel 
compared  with  $1.83  for  the  corresponding  month  last  year  and  84  cents  for 
February  of  this  year.     The  downward  tendency  of  the  market  during  April 
was  due  apparently  to  the  falling  off  in  demand. 

The  crop  movement  in  Argentina  showed  a  decided  falling  off  during 
the  last  week  of  April  and  the  first  week  of  May.     Shipments  declined 
approximately  50  per  cent  during  the  fourth  week  of  April.    From  J-nuary  1 
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to  May  2,  1931  the  total  exports  frora  Argentina  were  35,734,000  "bushels 
compared  with  25,932,000  "bushels  for  the  same  period  in  1930.  From 
September  1  of  last  year  to  March  28  of  the  present  year  Canadian  exports 
of  flaxseed  totalled  1,202,000  bushels,  on  increase  of  approximately 
1  million  bushels  over  the  corresponding  period  last  season.    From  the 
beginning  of  the  Indian  export  season,  April  1,  to  May  2  shipments  of 
612,000  bushels  were  made  against  1,312,000  bushels  for  the  corresponding 
weeks  last  year.  ;  :.. 

The  imports  into  the  United  'States  for  the  month  of  March  this  year 
were  1,312,698  bushels,  the  smallest  quantity  taken  in  that  month  since 
1925.    During  March  of  last  year  the  total  imports  were  3,233,290  bushels. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  United  Kingdom  took  2,009,560  bushels  in  March  of 
this  year,  the  largest  quantity  since  1927.    During  the  corresponding  month 
last  year  1,032,600  bushels  were  imported.     The  total  imported  into  these 
two  countries  from  September  1,  1930  to  March  31,  1931  was  11,283,000 
bushels  against  17,878,000  bushels  last  season.    Imports  into  Germany  for 
the  sane  season  were  6,272,000  bushels  compared  with  4,857,000  bushels 
during  the  previous  season.    From  September  1,  1930  to  February  28,  1931 
France  imported  3,625,000  bushels  against  3,138,000  bushels  during  the 
corresponding  period  last  season. 

Commercial  stocks  of  flaxseed  in  the  United  States  for  the  week 
ended  May  16,  1931  were  929,000  bushels  compared  with  598,000  bushels  for 
the  corresponding  week  last  year,  and  474,000  bushels  in  1929.     Stocks  in 
store  in  the  '..'ostern  Grain.  Inspection  Division  of  Canada  on  May  8  were 
1,603,968  bushels  .against  707,324  bushels  last  year  and  986,029  in  1929. 

The  rrnount  of  flaxseed  consumed  in  crushiiigs  in  the  United  States 
from  January  1  to  March  31  of  the  present  year  was  6,571,000  bushels  compared 
with  7,966,000  bushels  for  the  seme  period  in  1930  and  7,391,000  bushels 
during  the  last  quarter  of  1930,  according  to  the  Department  of  Commerce. 
The  amount  of  flaxseed  crushed  during  the  first  quarter  of  each  year  has 
declined  steadily  since  1928  when  11,885,000  bushels  were  used  or  81  per 
cent  more  than  during  the  first  three  months  of  this  year.     This  decrease 
reflects  the  decline  in  buil&ing ' activi ty  end  construction  during  the  past 
few  years.     The  total  factory  and  warehouse  stocks  of  linseed  oil  in  the 
United  States  on  March  31,  1931  were  113,191,578  pounds  against  154,831,899 
pounds  on  the  corresponding  date  last  year  and' 113,594,170  pounds  at  the 
end  of  the  fourth  quarter  of  1930. 
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Floxsced:    Acreage  in  countries  reporting  for  1930-31, 
to  1913-14,  annual  1927-28  to  1930-31 


1909-10 


Country 


United  States 
Argentina  . 
Russia  .... 

India   

Can  ado.  .... 


0 


rugaoy 


Poland   

Lithuania  ... 

Latvia  

Esthonia,  . . . 

Prance  

Belgium  .... 
Czechoslovak 
Rumania  .... 
Morocco  .... 
Netherlands 
Northern  Ire 

Italy   

Finland  .... 
Austria  .... 
England  and 
Irish  Prcc  State 

Spain   

Bulgaria  . .  . 

Total  24  co 
reporting  for 
1930-31 

2s  t.  '.7o  rid  to  tel. 


ales 


ntries 


Average 

Percentage 

1  \JU  z:—  J.U 

.  1  ZIC,  (  —  c,  o 

.  i  y<d  y- 

.  iyou-oi 

.  ±»<->U  —  Ol  is 

:  (Prelim 

!  Oi    1  ^/C/3-OU 

1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

acres 

:  acres 

:  acres 

acres 

:  acres 

:  Per  cent 

2,490 

:     2 , 837 

2,638 

:  3,050 

3,946 

129.4 

4,113 

:  6,772 

6,568 

5,231 

:  7,262 

:  138.8 

3,165 

:  4,169 

4,275 

:  4,835 

:  5,165 

:  105.7 

3,  818 

:  3,331 

:  3,311 

:  3,109 

:  2,801 

:  90.1 

1 ,035 

:  476 

:  378 

:  382 

:  582 

:     1 52 . 4 

127 

:  175 

:  192 

:  291 

:  402 

:  138.1 

202 

:  275 

:  232 

:      -  289 

:  285 

:  98.6 

1    A  T 

143 

:  208 

:  236 

:  213 

:  204 

:  95.8 

162 

:  156 

:  170 

:  133 

:  i27 

:  92.0 

135 

:  88 

l  83 

:  79 

l  80 

:  101.3 

62 

:  60 

:  84 

:  86 

:  74 

:  86.0 

49 

:  52 

:          59  • 

i  68 

:  56 

:  82.4 

61 

:  51 

50 

:  47 

44 

:  93.6 

71 

:  49 

48 

a  iy 

l          4o  . 

44 

:  102.3 

18 

t                 E\  G 

43 

:  42 

:  39 

:      92. 9 

oo 

•  97 

•  </ 1 

:  : 

o  ( 

.         7  ft  7 

53 

:  26 

37  . 

34  : 

28 

:  82.4 

43 

:         43  : 

44 

:         28  : 

24 

:  85.7 

12 

:  13 

:  14 

12  . 

14 

:  116.7 

13 

:  9 

:  12 

:  12 

11 

:  91.7 

1/ 

:           4  : 

6 

6 

4  : 

66.7 

2/  : 

6 

8 

6 

4  : 

66.7 

7 

3  : 

3  . 

1  : 

2  : 

200.0 

1 

1 

1  : 

1  : 

1 

100.0 

15, 813 

•  18,890  : 

18,581  : 

18,100 

21,236 

•  117.3 

15,892 

:  18,969  : 

19,028  : 

20,030  : 

Compiled  from  official  sources 
l/  Less  than  one  thousand  acres 
2/  Ayora^e  1909-10  to  1913-14  i 


nd  the  International  Institute  of  Agriculture, 
eludes  ITorthem  Ireland. 
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3?laxseed:    Production  in  countries  reporting  for  1930-31,  average 
1909-10  to  1913-14,  annual  1927-28  to  1930-31 


■n-v^i  age 



— —  

Percentage 

1  JU  z>—  XKj 

•  ~\  oo'y  o  q  . 
:  1  so  r-ido  ' 

*i  oon  Tr\ 
lr<;y-oU 

lroU-ol  is 

I/O    1  jIO-  l^x 

\>  rreiiiny 

,    T  ooo  "zn 

!  ly^y-ou 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

bushels 

:  bushels 

bushels 

bushels 

: bushels 

:  Per  cent 

TT,A  •    J    _    n       C  J_  J_ 

United  States  ....... 

:  19,543 

25 , 847 

19,928 

:  17,049 

:  23,682 

•  133.9 

A                  i  » 

Argentine,  

31,117 

:  82,672 

78,377 

•  50,004 

.  68,894 

137.8 

India   

:     19,370  : 

16,240 

13,920 

:  12,880 

14,960 

:  116.1 

oanada   

12,040 

:     4,885  • 

3,614 

:  2,060 

:  4,399 

:  213.5 

Uruguay  

951 

1 , 954 

'  2,030 

:  3,216 

5,664 

•  176.1 

Poland   

1,738 

2,790 

:  2,413 

3,092 

2,  335 

75.5 

Lithuania  

1,126 

:  -1,405 

1,000 

1,718 

:  1,606. 

S  3  •  5 

Latvia   

953 

655 

:  411 

904 

755 

:  83.5 

France    • 

Oo'i 

;  e>u<d 

!           r  bo 

;  oyo 

"•^  q  "h  h  "\  n  i  *~> 

*7  C  O 

:       368  : 

229 

420 

.  il<o«o 

B.Tirar<"ii  r\  < 

-   -  VXJ- A  Jw  t^Ji        4     »     ft     •     *     »    *     *     .     *     *  m 

(  U  ( 

oAi  . 
o--i  : 

on 

<          on  q 

i  TOO 

loy  • 

Czechoslovakia  : 

435 

:  351 

323 

308 

277 

89. 9 

Morocco  ; 

248 

394 

388  : 

400 

:  293 

:  73.3 

Belgium  : 

472 

.    •    407  : 

492  : 

708 

:  245 

34.6 

I  taly   : 

340 

298  • 

314  : 

265 

:  223 

84.2 

Austria  : 

112  : 

51  : 

44 

44 

42  : 

95.5 

Spain  : 

26 

19  : 

20  : 

7  - 

10 

•  142.9 

Bulgaria   

6 

3  : 

3 

f         4  j 

7 

175.0 

Total  13  countries  : 

reporting  for  : 

1930-31   : 

90 , 951  : 

139,082 

124,510  : 

93,950  : 

124,993  : 

133.0 

3st.  world  total  . . * 

110 , 802  : 

158,194  : 

147,755  : 

121,162 

Compiled  from  off idol  sources  and  the  International  Institute  of 
Agricul ture. 
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Flaxscc-d:     International  trade  of  important  importing  and  exporting 
countries,  year  beginning  September  1,  1927-1931 


Item  and  country 


EXPORTS: 

Argentina   

India   

Canada  

Russia  raid  Danube.... 

Total  above  exports 
IMPORTS: 

United  States   

United  Kingdom  

Total  two  countries 

Continent 

Germany   

France   

Netherlands   

Belgium   

Total  four  countries 
Total  above  imports 


Trade  for  year 
beginning  Sept.  1 


Trade  in  current  season 
with  comparisons  


1927-28 

1928-29 

192  9-30 

Sept.  1  to: 

1929-30 

: 1930-31 

1,000 
bushels 

•  1,000 
bushels 

:  1,000 
bushels  • 

•  May  '2  2/ 
:  May  -2  3/j 
.  Mari 28 
:  Mar t 28 

1,000 

•bushels 

:  1,000 
:  bushels 

75,7-86 
8,031 
2,435 
83 

76,504 
:  7,980 
,  1,685 
47 

1/43,11? 
:  .12,838 
:   ;  413 
:        '  76 

•  36,222 
t  6,142 
:  218 
76 

:  48,785 
:  2,774 
1,202 
78 

86,325 

.  86,216 

:  '  56',  446 

42,658 

:  52,839 

18,160 
14,074 

:  23,198 
12,360 

•  18,249 
8,014 

: -Mar. 31 
:  Mar. 31 

:  12,986 
4,892 ' 

3,430 
:     7 , 853 

32,234 

.  35,558 

26,263 

17,878 

11,283  • 

17,488. 

8,011 
15,733 

4,666 

15,622 
9,023 

16,688 
5,126 

— . —  f  

!■  8,988 
7,488 
'    10 , 801 
.'  '3,212 

:'Mar.31  : 
'  MaT.31 

Feb. 28    :  : 
•  Jan.  3d  ; 

4,857 
•  5,650  . 
4,043 
1,583  1 

:  6,272 
6,517 
4,463 
1,513 

45,898: 

46,459 

30,489 

15,228 

;  17,927 

78,132 

82,017: 

56,752 

33,106- : 

29,210 

1/ 

2/ 
3/ 


Compiled  from  offic 
Official  figures  to 
Trade  figures. 
Official  figures,  to 


ial: sources  except  as  notedi 
June  30,.  trade  figures  July  and  August. 

February  28,  trade  figures-  to-  date. 


flaxseed:     Exports  from' Argentina  and  India  in  their  current  seasons, 

' 1928-1931 


Country 


Argentina 
India  . . .  . 


i.  ear 
beginning 


Jan.  1 
Apr.  1 


1928 


1,000 

bushels 


76,547 
6,270 


1929' 


1,000 
bushels 


63,677 
9,926 


1930 


Period 


1,000  : 
bushels: 


:Jan.  1  to 

l/45,422^ay  2  2/ 

:Apr.  1  to 

—     :May  2  2/ 


;  1929  . 

;  1930 

:  1931 

:  1,000" 
: bushels 

:  -1,000 
:  bushel  s 

:  1,000 
. bushels 

:  37,518' 

25,932 

35,734 

:  323: 

1,312 

612 

stated. 

w  —  -*-    —  W  J.  I  L.  mL-    X  ^jUl  1 

2/    Trade  figures. 
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Ifla^seed:     Monthly  and  weekly  average  price  per  bushel  in  specified 
markets  in  1931  and  corresponding  prices  for  1930 


Winnipeg 

Minneapolis1 

Buenos' 

Margin  of  Minneapolis 

Aires 

price 

over 

and  week  : 

Her.  1 

Ion 

i  • 

'4  per  cent 

Winnipeg 

Bueno  s 

LI.  W.  C. 

early  del. 

:  Aires 

'  1930 

1931 

1930  : 

1931  : 

1930 

1931  : 

1930 

1931 

1930 

1931 

Dolls 

Dolls 

Dolls: 

Dolls: 

Dolls 

Dolls 

Cents- 

Cents 

:  Cents 

Cents 

Jan.  average  ... 

* 

3.08: 

1.57: 

1 .  95 

. 

56  . 

62 

113 

ro 

Feb. 

it 

'  2. 50 

.  97 

3.05: 

1.56. 

1.89 

.84 

55 

59 

116 

:  72 

Mar. 

ii         t  , 

2.44 

1.07' 

2.92: 

1.58: 

1.83 

:  .94 

48 

'  51 

:  110 

:  64 

Apr. 

it 

2.43 

1.04 

2. 92: 

1 . 58- 

 7  

1/ 

49 

54 

Jan.  - 

1st 

week  

:  2.56 

:  .97' 

3  1 4* 

1  '  <SR< 

_L  •  UO  * 

2.00 

.84 

»  00 

61 

:  114 

74 

2nd 

ii 

!  2.49 

i  .97- 

3  OR* 

1      fil  ' 

1.92 

.83 

64 

:  116 

:  78 

3rd 

ii 

2.50 

!  .97' 

3.02: 

1.  58' 

1.92 

.83 

•  5? 

61 

:  110 

75 

4  th 

ii 

2.48 

•  .95 

:  3.04; 

1.54' 

1.  92 

•     .  82 

56 

59 

112 

72 

j?eb.  - 

1st 

we  ek  ..... 

2.50- 

'  .93! 

3.07: 

1.55: 

1.89 

.84 

57 

:  62 

118 

:  71 

2nd 

ii  . 

2.51 

!  .93' 

3.08: 

1.56: 

1.91 

.86 

:  57 

:  63 

:  117 

:  70 

3rd 

ii 

'2.49 

1.02: 

3.05: 

i:55: 

1.90 

.91 

:  56  : 

53 

•  115 

64 

4th 

ii 

•  •  •  m  • 

2.51. 

1.01. 

2.99: 

1;58: 

1.87: 

.96 

48 

'  57 

112 

62 

Mar.  - 

1st 

week  

2.42 

1.01' 

1  • 

X  .  J3  . 

1.83 

.95 

:  55 

58 

114 

64 

2nd 

ii  , 

2.34 

:  1.04 

2.88: 

1. 59: 

1.77 

.97 

54 

55 

111 

52 

3rd 

ii 

;  2.48 

1.05 

2.89: 

1.58: 

1.84 

.96 

41  • 

53 

105 

:  62 

4th 

2.50 

1.03 

2. 96: 

1. 58: 

1.91 

.94 

•  45 

55 

:  105 

:  64 

Apr.  - 

1st 

week  

2.46 

1.01 

2.96: 

1.55: 

1.96 

.92 

•  50 

54 

:  100 

63 

2nd 

ii  , 

2.47 

1.03 

2.97: 

1.54: 

2.03 

.91: 

50  : 

51 

:  94 

:  63 

3rd 

ii 

2.42 

1.06 

2.89: 

1.59: 

1.98 

.91; 

47 

.     53  . 

91  . 

68 

4  th 

ii 

2.41 

1.05 

2.90: 

1.59: 

1.98 

.89 

49 

54 

92 

:  70 

5  th 

ii 

•  •  •  *  •  i 

2.32 

1.04 

2.86: 

1.56: 

1.95 

:  .86 

■  54  ; 

52 

91 

70 

May  - 

1st 

week  : 

2.16' 

1/  : 

2.75: 

1.56: 

1.94 

.86 

59 

81 

70 

2nd 

ii 

«  •  •  •  • 

2.17 

■  ll 

2.71: 

1.58: 

1.91: 

ll  : 

•  54' 

80  : 

Compiled  as  follows:     Minneapolis:  Minneapolis  Daily  Market  Record,  average 
of  daily  prices  weighted  by  carlot  sales;  Winnipeg:  Canadian  G-rain  Statistics, 
Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce;  Buenos  Aires:     Review  of  bhe  River 
Plate  -  monthly  average,  ITew  York  Journal  of  Commerce  -  Weekly  averages. 
1 /  Ho  t  avai 1 ab 1 e • 


I 
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Flajcseed:    Price  per  bushel  of  La  Plata  and  Calcutta  flaxseed  at  Hull, 
England,  by  months,  January  1928  -  April  1931 


Item 
and  yoar 

J  an  • 

Feb. 

.Tim  t*1 

■Tn  \  v 

HUN,  • 

1  In  v - 

Dec. 

:  Dolls 

: Dolls 

Dolls 

•Dolls 

: Dolls. 

Dolls 

Dolls 

:  Dolls 

Dolls 

Dolls 

Dolls 

Dolls 

La  Plata 

flaxseed 

1928. . . 

:  1.85 

:  1.84 

1.88 

:  1.84 

1.97 

1.92 

1.91 

1.88 

1.86 

1.94 

:  1.96 

1.83 

1929. . . 

1.90 

1.93 

:  1.92 

1.93 

1.91: 

1.90 

2.22 

:  2.41 

:  2.80 

2.60 

•  3.31 

2  •  33 

1930. . . 

2.22 

2.12 

'  2.06 

:  2.19 

2.13 

2.02 

1.84 

'  1.91 

1.72 

:  1.48 

1.26 

1.14 

1931. . . 

1.02: 

1.09 

1.14 

1.09' 

Calcutta  : 

flaxseed  : 

1928. . .: 

2.12: 

2.10: 

2.12 

2.20; 

2.23: 

2.18 

2.16 

2.16 

•  2.19 

2.26 

2.31 

:  2 . 33 

1929. . . 

2.32: 

2.52 

2.25: 

2.19 

2.13: 

2.11 

2.45 

2.51 

'  2.85' 

2.89: 

2.80 

2.77 

1930. . .: 
1931. . .: 

2.58: 
1.44 

2.34 
It 

2.20 
1/  l 

2.33: 

2.27: 

2.20: 

2.01 

2.15 

1.95 

1.74 

1.57 

1.55 

Compiled  from  "Oil,  Paint  a.nd  Drug  Re 
Oil  Reporter" .    Monthly  prices  are  a  siim 


orter"  and  "The  London  Grain,  Seed  and 
Die  average  of  all  daily  prices.  Daily 


prices  are  official  quotations  cabled  to  Hew  York  each  day  and  represent  the  prico 
at  the  close  of  the  market.    For  prices  from  January  1922-December  1927  see 
"'.Torld  Flaxseed  Prospects"  dated  August  21,  1930. 
l/  Hot  available. 


Flaxseed:     Frice  per  bushel  of  "Bold  Bombay"  at  Bombay,  by  months, 

January  1928  -  March  1931 


Year 

J  an . 

Feb.: 

Mar. 

Apr.' 

May  ; 

June' 

July  \ 

Aug. 

Sept. ' 

Oct.",  Ho  v. 

Dec. 

1928  

1 92  9 »••••• 

1930  

1931  

Dolls: 

Dolls' 

Dolls 

Dolls 

Polls 

Dolls 

1.91 
1.93 
:  2.00 

Dolls 

Dolls 

Dolls 

Dolls:Dolls 

Dolls 

:  1.87: 
:  1.98 

•  '5  OO 

•  *  -O  ^ 

1/1.21' 

1.83 
'  2.04 

2.16 
lA.35 

1.66 
2.02 
:  2.07 
3/L.37 

1.88 
:  1.99 
2.11 

:  1.95 
:  1.94 
:  2.09 

:  1.99 
.  2.11 
1/1.84 

1.86 
2.22 
1.35. 

1.87 
:  2.51 
1.83 

1.98:  1.96' 
2.50:  2.41 
lA.  60:1/1. 42 

:  1.97 
2.37 
2/1.32 

Compiled  from  "Indian  Trade  Journal".     For  prices  from  June  lS22-Decembcr  1927 
see  "Jorld  Flaxseed  Frospects"  dated  August  21,  1930. 
1/  Three  weekly  quotations  only. 
2/  Two  weekly  quotations  only. 


The  downward  trend  of  flaxseed  prices  during  the  past  month  has  been 
due  more  to  the  continued  poor  demand  for  flaxseed  products,  "both  in  the 
United  States  and  in  Europe  than  to  changes  in  supply.    Sales  of  linseed 
oil  in  Europe  have  been  slow  and  "building  activity  in  the  United  States 
as  measured  "by  contracts  awarded  during  Hay  and  early  June,  has  continued  to 
decline  reaching  the  lowest  levels  so  far  in  this  depression.  Precipitation 
lias  "been  somewhat  below-normal  in  the  flax,  producing  areas  of  the  United  States 
and  Canada  and  another  year  with  yields  "below  average  is  in  prospect. 
Continued  dry  weather  at  planting  time  in  the  United  States  has  also  probably 
resulted  in  a  smaller  acreage  than  was  indicated  "by  March  1  intentions,  v/hich 
showed  an  intended' acreage  4,1  per  cent  smaller' than  that  harvested  last  year. 

Production  of  flaxseed  for  this  year  in  India  is  officially  estimated 
at  15,120,000  bushels  compared  with  14,960,000  "bushels  harvested  a  year  ago. 
The  acreage  seeded  to  flaxseed  in  India  this  year,  according  to  the  final 
estimate,  is  3,020,000  acres  compared  with  2,801,000  acres  last  year.  The 
first  official  estimate  of  flaxseed  acreage  in  Canada  also  shows  an  increase 
over  last  year.     The  area  for  the  present  season  is  computed  at  661,300 
acres  against  581,800  acres  harvested  last  season.     The  second  official 
estimate  of  flaxseed  production  in  Uruguay  is  4,606,000  "bushels  or  approx- 
imately 1  million  bushels  less  than  the  March  forecast.    However,  the 
estimated  production  is  even  then  about  1,300,000  bushels  more  than  the  amount 
harvested  in  that  country  last  year.    Acreage  and  production  figures  for 
flaxseed  in  Horocco  have  both  been  revised  showing  a  considerable  increase. 
For  the  IS 30-31  season  the  acreage  is  now  estimated  at  58,000  acres  and  the 
production  at  447,000  bushels,  or  over  50  per  cent  more  than  the  former 
estimate. 

Weather  conditions  in  some  of  the  important  flax  growing  regions  of 
the  United  States  and  Canada  arc  still  very  unfavorable.     Only  scattered 
showers  have  been  received  in  eastern  liontana  and  western  North  Dakota, and 
the  drought  is  already  endangering  the  prospects  of  the  flax  crop  in  these 
two  States.     The  June  1  condition  of  all  crops  in  North  Dakota  is  the 
lowest  ever  reported  for  that  date.    Canada  also  reports  a  crop  outlook  much 
below  normal  as  a  result  of  the  continued  drought.     The  weather  is  very  dry 
in  Saskatchewan,  v/hich  is  the  chief  flax  growing  region  of  Canada.  Immediate 
rains  would  undoubtedly  improve  conditions, but  oven  then  over  considerable 
areas  in  both  the  United  States  and  Canada  there  would  be  little  prospect 
of  an  average  crop. 

Pricoo  of  flaxseed  in  Belgium  are  so  low  and  the  stocks  on  hand  so 
large  for  this  time  of  the  year  that  little  sowing  has  been  done,  according 
to  an  official  report.     It  has  also  been  officially  reported  that  on  account 
of  unsatisfactory  prices  flax  growing  in  Bsthonia  will  bo  considerably 
reduced  during  the  current  year.     Considerable  reduction  in  the  area  under 
cultivation  to  flax  is  also  probable  in  Franco  according  to  reports  from  the 
International  Institute  of  Agriculture  at  Home.     The  Department  of 
Agriculture  in  Iraq  reports  that  the  plantings  for  the  1931  flaxseed  crop 
were  small  and  the  crop  only  average.    Reports  from  Egypt  state  that  the  yield 
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of  flax  in  that  country  will  "be  a  little  above  average  this  year. 

The  weekly  average  price  per  "bushel  of  flaxseed  in  Minneapolis  advanced 
from  $1.56  for  the  first  week  of  Hay  to  $1.58  for  the  second  week.  Prices 
then  declined  steadily  to  $1.41  for  the  first  week  of  June,  "but  advanced 
again  to  $1.47  per  "bushel  for  the  second  week  of  June.    A  similar  decline 
occurred  in  nearby  futures  in  Buenos  Aires  from  36  cents  per  bushel  for 
the  first  week  of  Hay  to  82  cents  for  the  first  week  of  June,  then  advanced  to 
83  cents  the  second  week  in  June.     In  Winnipeg  the  weekly  average  price  per 
"bushel  advanced  from  $1.05  for  the  first  week  in  Hay  to  $1.07  for  the  second 
week,  maintaining  that  price  until  the  first  week  in  June  when  it  declined 
to  $1.04  per  "bushel.    The  margin  of  the  Minneapolis  price  over  that  of 
V/innipeg  averaged  37  cents  for  the  first  week  of  June.    For  the  same  week  the 
spread  "between  the  Minneapolis  price  and  the  price  at  Bvienos  Aires  was  59 
cents.     For  Hay  the  average  price  per  "bushel  in  Minneapolis  was  $1.55  compared 
with  :„>2.68  for  the  same  month  last  year  and  $1.53  for  the  month  of  April  this 
year.    The  average  price  at  'Winnipeg  for  last  month  was  $1.06  per  bushel 
against  $2.19  for  the  month  of  May  last  year  and  $1.04  for  April  of  the  present 
year.     The  average  price  of  flaxseed  in  Buenos  Aires  for  May  is  not  available 
at  the  present  time. 

Shipments  from  Argentina  during  the  month  of  May  were  comparatively 
small  in  comparison  with  those  of  March  and  April  of  this  year.  From 
January  1  to  Hay  31  the  total  exports  from  Argentina  were  39,624,000  bushels 
compared  with  28,211,000  bushels  for  the  sane  period  in  1930.     On  the  other 
hand  shipments  from  India  increased  approximately  300,000  bushels  during  the 
month  of  May,  due  undoubtedly  to  the ■freer  offers  of  Indian  seed  at  lower 
rates.    Prior  to  this  India  has  exported  very  little,  apparently  on  account 
of  the  prevailing  low  prices.     From  the  beginning  of  the  Indian  export  season, 
April  1,  to  May  31  shipments  of  1,096,000  bushels  were  made  against 
3,380,000  bushels  for  the  corresponding  months  last  year. 

The  imports  into  the  United  States  for  the  month  of  April  this  year 
wore  826,768  bushels,  the  smallest  quantity  taken  in  that  month  since  1922. 
During  April  of  last  year  the  total  imports  were  2,527,071  bushels.     On  the 
other  hand,  the  United  kingdom  took  1,282,320  bushels  in  April  of  this  year 
or  more  than  throe  times  the  amount  imported  during  the  corresponding  month 
last  year.     The  total  imported  into  these  two  countries  from  September  1, 
1930  to  April  30,  1931  was  13,392,000  bushels  against  20,794,000  bushels 
last  season.    Imports  into  Germany  for  the  sane  season  were  8,578,000  bushels 
compared  with  5,699,000  bushels  during  the  previous  season.     From  September 
1,  1930  to  March  31,   1931,  two  other  important  importing  countries  of 
Continental  Europe:    France  and  Belgium,  each  showed  an  increase  of 
approximately  1  million  bushels  over  the  same  period  last  season.    For  the 
period  September  1,  1930  to  April  30,  1931  imports  into  Netherlands  shows 
an  increase  of  approximately  2  million  bushels  over  the  corresponding  period 
of  the  previous  season. 

Commercial  stocks  of  flaxseed  in  the  United  States  for  the  week  ended 
June  20,  1931  were  767,000  bushels  compared  with  426,000  bushels  for  the 
corresponding  week  last  year,  and  454,000  bushels  in  1929.     Stocks  in  store 
in  the  Western  Grain  Inspection  Division  of  Canada  on  June  12  were  1,270,955 
bushels  against  602,617  bushels  last  year  and  597,262  in  1929. 
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Flaxseeds    Acreage  in  countries  reporting  for  1930-31,  average 
1909-10  to  1913-14,  annual  1927-23  to  1930-31 


Average 

Percentage 

Country 

.  1909-10 

;  1927-28 

;  1928-29 

:  1929-30 

1930-31 

1930-31  is 

to  1913-14 

{(Prelim. ) : 

of  1929-30 

"1,000* "  "* 

.     I , 000 

r~T,boo"~ 

:     l700T" " 

:  "  1,  00*0  "  " 

'Per 

acres 

acres 

acres 

:  acres 

acres 

c  ent 

United  States  .  . 

2,490 

:  2,837 

:  2,638 

!  3,050 

;      3,946  ; 

129.4 

Argentina   

4,113 

:      6,772  : 

;  6,568 

!  5,251 

!       7,262  i 

:  138.8 

:  3,165 

!  4,169 

i  4,275 

i  4,885 

;  5,165 

105.7 

3,318 

:      3,331  • 

3,311 

:  3,109 

:  2,801 

90.1 

:  1,035 

i         476  : 

378 

;          382  : 

!  582 

.  152.4 

;  127 

:  176 

;  192 

;  291 

:  402 

138.1 

202 

;  275 

;  282 

239 

;  235 

98.6 

143 

208 

236 

:  213 

:  204 

95.8 

!  162 

;  156 

170 

:  138 

:     '  127 

92.0 

;  135 

:           88  ■ 

:  83 

;  79 

;  80 

101.3 

62 

60 

84 

i  86 

:  74 

86.0 

;  49 

:           52  : 

:  59 

:  68 

56 

82.4 

Czechoslovakia  .  . 

;  61 

:           51  : 

;           50  • 

;  47 

:  44 

93.6 

71 

49 

48 

:  43 

:  44 

102.3 

Ilorocco,  revised  . 

:  18 

59  . 

;           43  . 

:  42 

:    •       58  : 

.  138.1 

Netherlands  .   .  .  : 

;           33  j 

27 

:           39  • 

i           47  ! 

:           37  i 

73.7 

Northern  Ireland 

53  • 

26  : 

:           37  : 

1  -34 

28 

82.4 

Italy  : 

43  : 

43 

:  44 

:  28 

:'  24 

35.7 

:  12 

13 

14 

:  12 

i           14  . 

116.7 

:  13 

;  9 

:.  12 

;  11 

91.7 

England  and  7/ales 

:  1/ 

;            4  . 

6 

:  6 

:           4  . 

66.7 

Irish  Free  State 

il 

:  6 

:  8 

!  6 

i            4  ; 

66.7 

k  rf 
,  t 

!  o 

6 

;  1 

o 

Bulgaria   

1 

1 

>  2. 

1  : 

100.0 

Total  24  coun- 

tries reporting 

for  1930-31  .  . 

15,313 

18,890 

.  13,581 

:     18,100  . 

21,255  : 

.  117.4 

Estimated  world 

total   

15,892 

:  18,969 

.  19,028 

:  20,030 

Compiled  from  official  sources  and  the  International  Institute  of  Agriculture. 
1/    Less  than  one  thousand  acres. 

2j    Average  1909-10  to  1913-14  includes  northern  Ireland. 
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Flaxseed;    Production  in  countries  reporting  for  1930-31,  average 
1909-10  to  1913-14,  annual  1927-23  to  1930-31 


Country 
. .     _  — 

,  Average   , ; 
,  1909-10 
to  1913-14 

"1  o  o  ?*?     o  o 

;  1927-28 
1  ,.  .  .  

I  non     o  o 

1928-^9  : 

1929-30  ; 

j.9j0-31 
( Prelim. ) 

;  Per cents 
:  1930-01 
:  of  1929- 

1,000 

1, 000 

:  1,000 



1,000 

1,000 

:  Per 

:  bushels 

.  bushels 

"bushels 

"bushels  ! 

bushels 

:  c  ent 

United  States  .  . 

15,543 

25, 847 

:  19,928 

17, 049 

23,682 

:  138.9 

Argentina  •   .   .  • 

.31, 117 

82, 672 

78,577  ; 

50,004 

68, 894 

:  137.8 

India                     .  ; 

19,  8  /0 

16,240 

13,920  : 

12, 880 

14, 960 

;  116.1 

Canada  ...... 

*1   O     A  /I  A 

12, 040 

;  4,885 

3,614 

O      O  f*  C\ 

2,060 

;  4,J>99 

;  213.5 

Uruguay,  revised  . 

!  551 

!       l,9o4  • 

o    r\r7  o 

2,030 

3,228 

/I      f  f\  f 

;      4, 606 

:  142.7 

Poland  ..... 

l,  7^8 

!  2,790 

o    A  "i  n 

\  2,413 

f7  AAA 

i  3,092 

O     r*  A7  r~ 

i  2,o35 

;  75.5 

Lithuania  .... 

1,126 

n      /t  Or" 

l,40o 

T        O  "A  O 

!  1,000 

1,718  ; 

1  1,606 

Ar/  rr 

93.5 

Latvia  ...... 

953 

!  655 

/i  n  n 

;  411 

O  f\  A 

;  904 

:  755 

:       83. 0 

502 

»                     \J  \J 

763  • 

5"°!  3 

;  739 

:  124.6 

3stIionia  .... 

733 

'.  368 

:  229 

420 

:  473 

:  112.6 

Rumania  ..... 

707 

:         241  • 

:  241 

:  278 

;  389 

:  139.9 

Czechoslovakia  .  . 

:  435 

:  351 

308 

:  277 

:  89.9 

Morocco,  revised. 

:  248 

:  394 

388 

400  • 

:  447 

:  111.7 

Belgium    , 

472 

:  407 

:  492 

708 

:  245 

:  34.6 

X   u  c-i               ...        .       .  a 

>  ^AA 

;  o^tu 

PAR 

,         o-±.  <v 

Austria,  ...... 

!  112 

!  51 

r      44 . 

:  .  44'. 

;  •  42 

;  95.5 

Spain  ...... 

:  26 

:         .  19 

:  20 

:  10 

:  142.9 

Bulgaria  ..... 

6 

'Z 

i  kJ 

:  3 

;  4 

;  7 

;  175.0 

Total  18  coun-r-  ; 
tries  reporting  : 
for  1930-31  .  . 
Estimated  world 
total  ....... 

90,951 
.  110,802 

,  139,082 
.  158,194 

:  124,510 
:  147,755 

;  93,962 
121,152 

;  124,089 

:  152.1 

Compiled  from  official  sources  and  the  International  Institute  of  Agriculture. 
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Flaxseed:     International  trade  of  important  importing  and  exporting 
countries,  year  beginning  September  1,  1927-1931 


ide  for  year 

:      Trade  in  current  season 

HiPn  and  gouyi^w  ! 

begi  tin* 

:      with  comparisons 

 _: 

T°  2  7— ?ff 

fl928-P9 ; 

IS 29-30 ~ 

:  Sept ,  1  .to 

:  1929-30: 

1930-31 

1  000 

;  1,000  : 

1,  000 

n.,ooo 

bushels 

: bushels: 

bushels 

*  U  LLbi  !  c  X  o  4 

u  U-OllU  -L  0 

ZXPOETS :  : 

4T1"'pi"ltl  M.     ....  ! 

75  736 

:  76,504: 

1/43, 119 

.hay  31  2/ 

:  33,502: 

52,674 

8,031 

.  7,930: 

12,838 

:liay  31  3/ 

.  3,147. 

3,290 

2,425 

1,685: 

413 

.Apr. 30 

;  213: 

1,202 

Bussia  and  Danube  .  .   . : 

83 

47: 

76- 

:iay  51 

:  76: 

78 

Total  above  exports  : 

86,325" 

.86,216: 

56,446 

~  467943 

5  7,244 

IILPOBTS:  : 

; 

; 

;  ; 

18,160 

.  23 ,198: 

13,249 

•Apr. 30 

:  15,513. 

4,257 

United  Kingdom  .  .  .  .  : 

14,074 

;  12,360: 

3,014: 

.Apr. 30 

:  5,281: 

9,135 

Total  two  countries  : 

32,234' 

r"35"7558:" 

iiu,  2'DO  . 

r  ~20,794~ 

13,392 

Continent  ; 

• 

»  * 

'15,733 

.  16,688: 

10,801 

; Apr. 30 

.  6,378 

.  9,012 

17,488. 

:  15,622: 

3,988 

:  Apr. 30 

.  5,699. 

.  8,578 

Prance  ........: 

8,011 

:  9,023: 

7,488 

:  Liar.  31 

:  3,801 

•  4,529 

4,666 

5,126: 

3,212 

:  liar.  31 

.  1,879 

.  2,875 

Total  four  countries 

:  45,998 

!  46,459: 

30,439 

:  13,257 

24,994 

Total-  above  imports: 

78,13*2 

.  32,017: 

• 

56,752 

.  37,823 

35,891 

1/    Official  figures  to  June  30,  trade  figures  to  date. 
2/    Trade  figures. 

3/    Official  figures  to  Ilarch  31,  trade  figures  to  date. 


Flaxseed:    Exports. from  Argentina  and  India  in  their  current 

seasons,  1923-1931 


Country 


Argentina, 
India 


Year 
beginning 


J  an .  1 

h-n-r  ~\ 


1928 


1,000 
bushels 

76,547 

6,270 


1,000 
bushels 


63,677 
9,926 


±930 


1,000  • 

bushels 


/45,422 


Period 


Jan.l  tc 

Hay  31  2/ 
A"or.l  to 

ha;-  31  2/ 


1929 


1,000 
bushels 

43,155 

831 


1930 

1,000 
bushels 


3,380 


1931 

1,000 
bushels 

39,624 

1,096 


Compiled  from  official  sources  except  as  otherwise  stated. 
if    Official  figures  through  Juno  50,  trade  figures  to  date. 
2/    Trade  figures. 
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Plaxseed;    Monthly  and  weekly  average  price  per  "bushel  in  specified 
markets  in  1931  and  corresponding  prices  for  1930 


'Month  ' 

'  Winnipeg 

|  Ilinneapolis 

:     Bueno  s 
:  Aires 

;  ll&x 


gin  of  ilinneapolis 
price  over 

and 
week 

!  ITo- 

TT  1 

•  1 

i  •  C  ■ 

;  ■  fo.  1 ' 

:4  per 
: early 

cent 
del. 

'  V/  inni 

peg 

:  Buenos 
Aires 

1930  " 

:  1931^ 

1930 

.1931 

.1~930~ 

.1931 

.  Ij3U  . 

193T ' 

1930 

1931 

:  Polls' 

•Dolls 

: Dolls 

.Dolls 

s Dolls 

.Dolls 

,  Cents : 

Cents 

: C  3nt  s 

Cents 

Jan.  average  . . 

:  2.52 

:  .95 

:  3.08 

.  1.57 

:  1.95 

.  .82 

:      56 : 

62 

:  113 

:  75 

Feb. 

;i 

.  2.50 

:  .97 

.  3.05 

.  1.56 

.  1.89 

:  .84 

C  r. 

-  y_oj 

59 

:' "  116 

72 

liar. 

!? 

.'  "2.44 

f  1.07 

0  "qp 

:  T.58 

;"  T.  83 

;     .  94 

Ada 

:      <18 : 

51 

:  110 

:  54 

Apr. 

!l 

[  1.04" 

p  'd  p 

.  1.58 

:  1.9  6" 

.  .89 

A  Q  . 

54 

96 

:  _  69 

Hay 

t! 

.  ""2.1.9 

:  1.06* 

2.  68 

i  •  1.55" 

.  1.88" 

T  '  '  "/i'qV 

:      <cy . 

"~49~ 

r  so 

.  "   "V " 

Jan.  - 

1st. 

week  . . 

,  2.56 

:  .97 

3.14 

;  1.58 

:  2.00 

:  .84 

!  Jul 

61 

:  114 

:  74 

2nd 

M  , 

'  2.49 

:  .97: 

•  3.08, 

1.61 

.  1.92 

.   '  .83 

c  0  . 

;  59. 

64 

:  US 

:  73 

Srd 

It 

2.50 

.  07 

3.02 

1.58 

.  1.92 

:  .33 

61 

:  110 

:  75 

4th. 

I! 

:  2.48 

:  .95. 

3.04 

1.54 

:  1.92 

.82 

00. 

59 

:  1_12_ 

:  72__ 

Feb.- 

1st. 

week  . . , 

2.50 

:  .93. 

3.07 

.  1.55 

.  1.89 

.34 

•        *j  (  . 

62 

.  118 

:  71 

2nd 

t! 

2.51 

:  .93: 

3.08 

.  1.56 

.  1.91 

.86 

:  or: 

63 

:  117 

>  70 

3rd 

't 

2.49 

:  1.02: 

3.05: 

1.55 

1.90: 

.91 

:      56 ; 

53 

:  115 

;  64 

4th 

M 

_2_._51_ 

:  1.01; 

2.99 

_  JL«.5JL 

:  1.87: 

.  .96 

>           A  D  • 

57 

.  112 

62 

liar .- 

1st. 

week'  . . . 

2.42 

:  1.01: 

2.97 

.  1.59 

1.82 

:  .95 

:      55 : 

58 

114 

:  64 

2nd 

ti 

2.34 

:  1.04: 

:  2.88: 

1.59 

:  1.77 

.97 

55 

:  111 

:  62 

3rd 

:  2.48 

;  1.05; 

0  00 . 
.  0  ?  1 

1.58 

1 . 84 

.  .96 

:      41  • 

53 

:  105 

:  62 

4th 

"» 

__2.50 

I  1»Q5i 

9   Q  A 

.  1.58 

:  1.91 

:  .94 

55 

:  105 

:  64 

Apr.- 

1st 

we  ek    . . : 

2.46 

:  1.01: 

*w  .  »/  U 

.  1.55 

:  1.96: 

.92 

:      bU : 

54 

.  100 

:  63 

2nd 

:  2.47 

:  1.03: 

0  Q7 

.  1.54 

.  2 . 03 

.  .91' 

:  ou. 

51 

:  94 

:  63 

3rd 

O    A  O 

:  1.06: 

2.89 

.  1.59 

1.93: 

.91 

:      *  f . 

53 

91 

:  68 

4th 

ii  , 

*  2.41 

:  1.05: 

2.90 

1.5S 

:  1.98. 

.89 

i           ft  . 

54 

92 

:  70 

5  th 

't  . 

2.32 

;  1.04: 

2.86: 

1.56 

,  1.95. 

.86 

54: 

52 

91 

70 

May  - 

1st. 

week  . . : 

2.16 

:  1.05: 

2.75 

1.56 

:  1.94: 

.86 

;  59: 

51 

81 

:  70 

2nd 

M  i 

2.17 

!  1.07: 

2.71: 

1.58 

1.91 

.85. 

.  54.: 

51 

80 

73 

3rd 

:  2.16 

.  1.07: 

^»  •  OcJ 

1.55 

.  1.89. 

.85 

45: 

48 

74 

:  70 

4th 

•1  , 

2.19 

:  1 . 0_7 : 

'-j  *  ww  < 

__1_._50_ 

,_'-82_ 

 4  6_- 

45 

.  76" 

'  68 

June  - 

1st'. 

week  . . : 

2.16 

;  1,04 

O    7^ « 

1.41. 

1.33. 

.82 

57; 

37. 

85 

59 

2nd 

1! 

2.15 

:    1/  : 

1 

:  2.31. 

1.47: 

1.85: 

.33. 

66: 

96 

64 

Compiled  as  follows:  Ilinneapolis:  Ilinneapolis  Daily  Haricot  Records,  average 
of  daily  prices  weighted  by  carlot  sales;    '.Tinnipeg:     Canadian  Grain  Statistics, 
Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce;  Buenos  Aires:  Review  of  the  River 
Plate  -  monthly  averages,  Hew  York  Joxirnal  of  Commerce  -  weekly  averages. 


l/    Hot  available. 
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Flaxseed:    Price  per  "bushel  of  La  Plata  and  Calcutta  flaxseed  at 
Hull,  England,  "by  months,  January  1928-May  1931 


Item 
and  year 


Jan. 


La  Plata 
flaxseed 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
Calcutta 
flaxseed 

1928  : 

1929  : 

1930  : 

1931  : 


Dolls 


1.85 
1.90 

1.02 


2.12 
2.32 
2.58 
1.44 


Feb. 


Dolls 


1.84 
1.93 
2.12 
1.09 


2.10 
2.52 
2.34 

y 


Mar . 


Dolls 


1.88 
1,92 
2.06 
1.14 


2.12 
2.25 
2.20 


y 


xipr, 


Dolls 


1.84 
1.93 
2.19 
1.09 


2.20 
2.19 
*2  •  33 


y 


iay 


Dolls 


1.97 
1.91 
2.13 
1.04 


1.26 


June 


Dolls 


1.92 
1.90 
2.02 


2.18 
2.11 
2.20 


1.91 

o    o  o 

1.84 


2.16 
2.45 
2.01 


1.38 
2.41 
1.91 


2.16 
2.51 
2.15 


Sept. 

DolYs 


1.86 
2.30 
1.72 


2.85 
1.95 


Oct. 

Doll's 


1.94 
2.60 
1.48 


2.2S 
2.89 
1.74 


Nov. 


Dolls 


1.96 
2.31 
1.26 


2.31 
2.80 
1.57 


Dec. 


Dolls 


1.83 

2.33 
1.14 


2.33 
2.77 
1.55 


Compiled  from  "Oil,  Paint  and  Drug  Reporter"  and  "The  London  Grain,  Seed  and 
Oil  Reporter",    ilonthly  prices  are  a  simple  average  of  all  daily  prices. 
Daily  prices  are  official  quotations  cabled  to  New  York  each  day  and  represent 
the  price  at  the  close  of  the  market.    For  prices  from  January  1922-December 
1927  see  "World  Flaxseed  Prospects",  dated  August  21,  1930. 
if    hot  available. 


Flaxseed:    Price  per  bushel  of  "3old  Bombay"  at  Bombay,  by  months, 

January  1928-April  1931 


YeaJ\Jan.  ! 

Feb.  [liar. 

.Apr. 

15ay 

June 

.July  ' 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct.  \ 

Nov. 

|Dec . 

:  Dolls; 

Dolls  : Dolls  , 

Dolls 

;  Dolls! 

Dolls 

.Dolls 

"DolTs" 

,  DolTs! 

"DolTs": 

Dolls 

Dolls 

1928:  1.37 
1929:  1.98 
1930:  2.29 
1931:  1.21 

.     1.83:  1.66 
2.04:  2.02 
.     2.16:  2.07 
: 1/1.35:2/1.37 

1.88 
1.99 
2.11 
:1/1.31 

.  1.95 
.  1.94 
2.09 

:  1.91- 
.  1.93 
:  2.00 

1.99 
2.11 

1/1.84 

.  1.86: 

.    o  oo 

.  1.95. 

1.87 
2.51: 
,  1.83 

1.98: 
2.50: 
.1/1.60 

1.96 
2.41 
:1/L.42 

:  1.97 
.  2.37 
.2/1.32 

Compiled  from  "Indian  Trade  Journal".    For  prices  from  June  1922-December  1927 
see  "'.'orld  Flaxseed  Prospects"  dated  August  21,  1930. 
if      Throe  weekly  quotations  only. 
Zj      Two  weekly  quotations  only. 
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V.'ORLD  FLAXSEED  PROSPECTS 

Flaxseed  prices  advanced  steadily  from 'the  first  wee1:  in  June  to  the 
second  week  in  July,  apparently  reflecting  the  current  season' s  acreage 
reduction  in  man;''  important  flaxseed  producing  countries,  and  the  poor 
condition  of  the  crop  in  some  sections  of  United  States  and  Canada. 
Russia  and  Uruguay,  on  the  other  hand,  are  reported  to  he  increasing  their 
flaxseed  acreage.     No  reports  have  "been  received  of  the  acreage  being 
planted  this  season  in  Argentina.     Shipments  from  Argentina  from  January 
1  to  June  30  were  approximately  50  per  cent  larger  than  for  the  corre-* 
sponding  months  last  year. 


The  production  of  flaxseed  in  the  United  States  for  the  1931-32 
season  is  estimated  at  17,947,000  "bushels  compared  with  the  revised 
estimate  for  last  year  of  21 ,369,000"  bushels.     As  now  estimated  the  flax- 
seed production  this  year  will  be  the  smallest  since  1923  with  the 
exception  of  the  poor  crop  year  of  1929  when  17,049,000  bushels  were  • 
harvested,     leather  conditions  have  been  especially  unfavorable  in  North 
Dakota,  which  is  the  largest  flaxseed  area  in  the  United  States.  Montana, 
another  large  flaxseed  producing  State,  has  also  suffered  from  drought. 
The  acreage  of  flaxseed  in  the  United  States  this  year  is  estimated  at 
3,132,000  acres  compared  with  the  revised  estimate  of  3,692,000  acres  last 
y:ar.     In  Canada  the  prevailing  dry  weather  conditions  indicate  a  much 
smaller  yield  this  year.     The  condition  of  the  Canadian  crop  on  July  1  was 
officially  estimated  at  46  per  cent  as  compared  with  95  per  cent  on  July  1, 
1930  and  an  average  of  95  per  cent  for  the  10-year  period  1920-1929.  In 
Russia  sowings  up  to  June  20  were  estimated  at  7,198,000  acres,  which  is  17 
per  cent  more  than  originally  planned  and  exceeds  last  year's  area  by 
approximately  2  million  acres.     During  the  pre-war  years  from  1909  to  1913 
the  acreage  planted  to  flaxseed  in  Russia  averaged  only  about  3,160,000 
acres  each  year.    However,  most  of  the  other  leading  flaxseed  producing 
countries  in  Europe  have  reduced  their  acreage  this  year,  apparently  on  ? 
account  of  the  low  prices  which  prevailed  during  the  past  year.    The  acreage 
of  flaxseed  in  Czechoslovakia  this  year  is  27,000  acres  compared  with  31,000 
acres  last  year.    The  reduction  of  acreage  in  Netherlands  is"  even  more 
drastic  from  37,000  acres  last  year  to  15,000  during  the  current  year.  Fin- 
land also  shows  a  decrease  from  14,000  acres  last  year  to  10,000  this  year. 
Acreage  remains  unchanged  in  Yugoslavia  17,000  acres  being  sown  both  years, 
but  this  amount  represents  a  large  deduction  when  compared  with  the  1929 
acreage  of '34,000  acres,     growers  in  Uruguay  arc  increasing  flaxseed  acreage 
considerably  this  year  according  to  an  official  report. 

The  trend  of  flaxseed  prices  have  been  steadily  upward  since  June  1 
in  each  of  the  three  leading  markets,  Minneapolis,  Winnipeg  and  Buenos  Aires. 
This  upward  tendency  is  probably  due  to  reduction  of  acreage  in  many 
countries,  prospects  of  reduced  yields  from  the  United  States  and  Canada  on 
account  of  unfavorable  weather  conditions ;  and  partly  to  the  increasing 
consumptive  demand  on  the  Continent  evidenced  by  the  apparent  absorption  of 
the  heavy  shipments  of  flaxseed  during  the  early  part  of  this  year.  The 
stocks  of  flaxseed,  which  ha:,  accumulated  in  the  Dutch  ports,  are  steadily 
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"bcing  reduced.    The  weekly  average  price  of  flaxseed  in  Minneapolis  ad- 
vanced steadily  from  $1.41  per  "Dushel  for  the  first  week  of  June  to  $1.63 
per  "bushel  the  second  week  in  July.    A  similar  increase  occurred  in  nearby 
futures  in  Buenos  Aires  from  82  cents  per  "bushel  the  first  week  of  June  to 
98  cents  the  weekly  average  i:rice  for  the  second  week  in  July.     In  Winnipeg 
the  price  advanced  from  $1.04  for  the  first  week  in  June  to  $1.17  for  the 
first  week  in  July,    The  margin  of.  the  Minneapolis  price  over  that  of 
Winnipeg  averaged  45  cents  for  the  first  week  of  July.    For  the  second  week 
in  July  the  spread  "between  the.  Minneapolis  price  and  the  price  at  Buenos 
Aires  was  65  cents.    For  June  the  average  price  per  bushel  in  Minneapolis 
was  $1.48  compared  with  $2,71  for  the  same  month  last  year  and  $1.55  for 
the  month  of  May  this  year.     The'  average  price  at  Winnipeg  for  last  month 
was  $1.07  per  "bushel  against  $2.12  for  the  month  of  June  last  year  and  $1.06 
for  May  of  the  present  year. 

Shipments  of  flaxseed  from  Argentina  increased  during  the  last  week 
of  June,  due  to  the  improvement  in  the  oil  trade  on  the  Continent  and  the 
larger  takings  by  the  United  States.    From  January  1  to  June  30,  1931  the 
total  exports  from  Argentina  were  44,494,000  bushels  compared  with 
30,455,000  bushels  for  the  same  period  in  1930,     According  to  trade  reports 
57,544,000    bushels  were  exported  from  September  1  of  last  year  to  June  30 
of  the  present  year,  against  40,746,000  bushels  for  the  corresponding  period 
of  the  previous  season.     Shipments  from  India,  on  the  other  hand,  continue 
on  a  very  small  scale.    From  the  beginning  of  the  Indian  export  season 
April  1,  to  June  30,  India  shipped  1,664,000  bushels  compared  with  5,350,000 
bushels  for  the  corresponding  months  last  year. 

Imports  of  flaxseed  into  the  United  States  for  the  month  of  June 
this.year  were  1,149,599  bushels,  a  decrease  of  approximately  346,000 
bushels  from  the  imports  for  the  previous  month  and  about  778,000  bushels 
more  than  for  the  same  month  last  year  when  371,452  bushels  were  imported. 
The  United  Kingdom  showed  an  increase,  talcing  over  twice  as  much  flaxseed 
for  May  of  this  year  as  for  the  corresponding  month  last  year.    During  May 
of  the  present  year  1,365,480  bushels  were  imported  against  641,680  bushels 
for  the  same  month  last  year.    On  the  other  hand,  imports  into  Germany  from 
September  1,  1930  to  May  31,  1931  were  3  million  bushels  more  than  during 
the  previous  season  or  9,795,000  bushels  compared  with  6,675,000  bushels 
last  season.    Each  of  the  other  large  importing  countries,  Netherlands, 
France  and  Belgium,  shows  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  flaxseed  imported 
during  the  present  season  from  September  1,  1930  to  April  30,  1931,  com- 
pared with  the  corresponding  months  last  season.     Imports  into  Netherlands 
increased  over  2  million  bushels.    France  and  Belgium  each  imported  over  1 
million  bushels  more  than  during  the  same  months  last  season. 

Commercial  stocks  of  flaxseed  in  the  United  States  for  the  week 
ended  July  18,  1931  were  814,000  bushels  compared  with  390,000  bushels  for 
the  corresponding  week  last  year,  and  454,000  bushels  in  1929.     Stocks  in 
store  in  the  Western  Grain  Inspection  Division  of  Canada  on  July  10  wore 
819,923  bushels  against  486,617  bushels  last  year  and  489,123  in  1929. 
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Elaxseed:     Production  in  countries  reporting  for  1930-31 ,' average 
1909-10  to  1913-14,  annual  1927-28  to  1930-51 
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Flaxseed:     International  trade  of  important  importing  and  exporting 
countries,  year  beginning  September  1,  1927-1931 


Item  an d  c o tin t ry 
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Total  above  exports...: 
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United  States  
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Total  above  imports... 


Compiled  from  official  sources  except  as  noted.  • 

1/  Official  figures  to  June  30,  trade  figures  to  date. 

2/  Trade  figures. 

3/  Official  figures  to  April  30,  trade  figures  to  date.- 


Flaxseed:     Exports  from  Argentina  and  India  in  their  current  seasons, 

1928-1931 
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Compiled  from  official  sources  except  as  otherwise  stated. 
l/  Official  figures  to  June  30,  trade  figures  to  date. 
2/  .Trade  figures. 
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Flaxseed:    Monthly  and  weekly  average  price  ^er  bushel  in  specified 
markets  in  1931  and  corresponding  prices  for  1930 
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3rd    "      .  . 

:  2.42 

.  1.06 

2.89:  1.59 

.  1,98 

:  .91 

:  47 

:  53 

:  91 

;  68 

4th    "      .  . 

.  2.41 

.  1.05 

2.90:  1.59 

:  1,98 

:     .  89 

;  4y 

:  54 

:  92 

rf  A 

:  70 

5th    "      .  . 

■       •  D<o 

•     1  A/1 
!  l.Uflr 

,  2.85:  1.56 

1  CK 
.     1  •  JD 

Q  C 

,        ,  OO 

>      p;  o 
:  d~ 

:     r  u 

Hay 

1st  week  .  . 

:  2.16 

.  1.05 

:  2.75:  1.5  6 

.  1,94 

:  .86 

:  59 

:  51 

:  81 

:  70 

2nd    "      .  . 

.  2.17 

:  1,07 

2.71: .1.53 

■  1.91 

:  .35 

:  54 

:  51. 

,  80 

:  73 

3rd    "      .  . 

.  2.18 

:  1.07 

.  2.63:  1.55 

:  1.89 

i  .85 

;  45 

:  48 

.  74 

:  70 

4th    "      .  . 

:  J3. 19 

:___1.07_ 

2.65:  1.50 

:  1.89 

L.  •A2. 

.  46  _ 

:_   45  \ 

June 

1st  week  .  . 

:  2.16 

t  1.04 

'2.73:  1.41' 

.  1.38 

:  .82 

:  57 

:.  37 

:  .  85 

.  59 

2nd    "  ... 

:  2.15 

:  1.04 

.  2.81:  1.47 

;  1.85 

•  '  .83 

;  66 

:  43 

.  96 

.  64 

3rd    "      .  . 

i  2.13 

:  1.06 

:  2.82:  1.48 

:  1.78 

:  .83 

f  69 

:  42 

:  104 

:  65 

4th    11      .  . 

:  2.06_ 

:  1.11 

'.  2.66?  1.55 

•_1.72_ 

;  .88 

60_ 

:  94 

:  55 

July 

1st  week  .  • 

.  1.86 

•  1.17 

:  2.43:  1.62 

:  1.66 

:  .94 

:  62 

.  ■  45' 

.  82 

.  68 

2nd    "      .  . 

:  1.74 

i  2.39:  1.63 

:  1.56 

:  ;  .98 

.  65 

:  ;  83 

.  65 

—  -  -  -  -  - 

C~oaViTod~~a"s  follows  J*  "'Minneapolis":"'  Minneapolis  35S^.ly  I  iarlcot  'Records,  average 
of  dailjr  prices  weighted  by  carlot  salesj  Winnipeg:    Canr-dian  Grain  Statistics, 
Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and  COuincrce;  Buenos  Aires:  Reviov;  of  the  River 
Plate  -  monthly  averages,  Hew  York  Journal  of  Commerce  -  weekly  averages. 
\J    Hot  available. 
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Flaxseed*    Price  per  "bushel  of  La  Plata  and  Calcutta  flaxseed  at 
Hull,  England,  by  months,  January  19 28- June  1931 


Item 
and 
year 

[Jan.  ; 

Feb. 

Mar. 

ToTls" 

Apr.  : 

Hay  : 
~Dolls": 

June 
Dolls: 

July  , 
Dolls, 

Aug.  : 

"BolTs! 

Sept. ■ 

DoTTs 

Oct. 

DoTls" 

Nov.  . 

Dec . 

; Doll s: 

Dolls' 

.Dolls: 

"Dolls, 

Dolls 

La  Plata  • 

flaxseed 

1928 

1.85 

1.84; 

1.88 

1.84i 

1.97: 

1.92, 

1.91 

1.88 

1.86 

.1.94: 

1.96; 

1.83 

1929 

;  1.90. 

1.93 

:  1.92 

1.93: 

1.91 

1.90; 

p  oo 

.  2.41 

2.80 

I  2.60: 

:  2.31' 

2.33 

1930 

2. 22 

,  2.12 

,  2.0S- 

2.19: 

2.13 

,  2.02, 

1.84 

1.91 

1.72 

,  1.48 

1.26: 

1.14 

1931 

:  1.02 

!  1.09 

1.14 

,  1.09: 

1.04 

.  .98 

Calcutta 

f laxseed 

1928 

.  2.12 

.  2.10 

»    O   1  0 

►         1V|  lis/ 

,  2.20: 

2.23 

2.18 

2.16 

:  2.16 

2.19 

;  2.26 

!  2.31 

!  2.33 

1929 

.    o   ^  o 

;  2.52 

,  2.25 

2*19! 

2.13 

.  2.11 

2,45 

!  2.51 

.  2.85 

:  2.89 

!  2.80 

:  2.77 

1930 

:  2.58 

:  2.34 

;  2.20 

!  2.33: 

2.27 

!  2.20 

I  2.01 

;  2.15 

:  1.95 

!  1.74 

:  1.57 

:  1.55 

1931 

:  1.44 

'  u 

»  u 

■  u 

1.26 

,  1.22 

Compiled  from  "Oil,  Paint  and  Drug  Reporter"  and  "The  London  Grain,  Seed  and 
Oil  Reporter",    ilonthly  prices  are  a  simple  average  of  all  daily  prices.  Daily 
prices  are  official  quotations  ca"bled  to  New  York  each  day  and  represent  the 
price  at  the  close  of  the  market.    For  prices  from  January  1922-December  1927 
see  "World  Flaxseed  Prospects",  dated  August  21,  1930. 
1/  Not  available* 


Flaxseed:     Price  per  "bushel  of  "Bold  Bombay"  at  Bombay,  by  months, 
January  1928  -  Hay  1931 


Year] 

'Jan.  \ 

Feb. 

'Mar . 

Apr. 

Dolls  ; 

May 
Dolls: 

June 
Dolls 

\  July 
sDolls  . 

'Aug.  ! 
Dolls: 

Sept. 

Dolls 

'Oct. 

Nov.  ' 

Doc. 

•Dolls 

.Dolls 

Dolls 

Dolls 

.Dolls: 

Dolls 

1928 

.  1.87 

!  1.83 

.  1.66 

!  1.88 

.  1.95 

1.91 

:  1.99; 

1.86: 

1.S7 

1.98 

,  1.96: 

1.97 

1929 

!  1.98, 

2.04 

2.02 

1.99' 

.  1.94 

:  1.93 

:  2.11. 

2.22; 

2.51, 

2.50 

2.41: 

2.37 

1930 

•     O  OQ 

2.16 

;  2.07 

2.11 

.  2.09 

:  2.00 

: 1/1.84 

1.95: 

1.83 

,1/1.60 

.1/1.42 

■2/1.32 

1931 

!  1.21 

i 1/1.35 

.2/1.37 

,1/1.31 

,  1.19 

Compiled  from  "Indian  Trade  Journal".    For  prices  from  Juno  1922-Dcccmbcr  1927 
sec  "World  Flaxseod  Prospects"  dated  August  21,  1930. 
if    Throo  weekly  quotations  only. 
2/    Two  weekly  quotations  only. 
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Prices  of  flaxseed  declined  sharply  during  the  first  week  of  August 
in  the  3  leading  world  markets:  .  Minneapoli s,  Winnipeg  and  Buenos  Aires. 
This  decline  was  due  to  3  main  causes:     the  poor  demand  for  linseed  oil  and 
cake,  the  sharp  fall  of  the  Argentine  peso  and  the  depressing  influence  of 
the  increasing  movement  of  new  crop  seed.     The-  low  level  of  "building 
activity  continues  to  restrict  the  demand  for  linseed  oil  especially  in  the 
United  States;  and  the  record  crop  of  corn  in  Argentina  has  competed  severe- 
ly with  linseed  cakes  in  supplying  feed  requirements  on  the  Continent.  Since 
much  of  the  flaxseed  is  crushed  for  oil  and  calces  these  unfavorable  condi- 
tions were  reflected  in  the  prices  of  flaxseed  in  spite  of  any  other  factors 
which  would  naturally  tend  to  raise  the  price. 

The  weekly  average  price  per  bushel  of  flaxseed  in  Minneapolis  ad- 
vanced from  $1.62  per  bushel  for  the  first  week  of  July  to  $1.67  for  the 
fourth  week,  then  dropped  sharply  to  $1.42  the  second  week  in  August.  Prices 
of  flaxseed  in  Winnipeg  showed  a  similar  trend  advancing  from  $1.17  per 
"bushel,  the  average  for  the  first  week  in  July,  to  $1.20  for  the  fourth  week, 
then  dropping  to  $1.04,  the  weekly  average  for  the  first  week  in  August. 
Nearby  futures  in  Buenos  Aires  snowed  a  like  rise  and  fall  in  price,  advanc- 
ing from  94  cents  per  bushel  the  first  wee::  in  July  to  98  cents  for  the 
second  week,  then  declining  to  84  cents  for  the  first  week  in  August,  However, 
the  price  averaged  86  cents  for  the  second  week  in  August.    The  price  at 
Winnipeg  for  that  week  advanced  to  $1.07  per  bushel.    The  margin  of  the 
Minneapolis  price  over  that  of  Winnipeg  averaged  35  cents  for  the  second  week 
of  August.    Por  the  same  week  the  spread  between  the  i.Iinneapolis  price  and 
the  price  at  Buenos  Aires  was  56  cents.    Por  the  month  of  July  the  average 
price  per  bushel  in  Minneapolis  was  $1.64  compared  with  $2.32  for  the  same 
month  last  year  and  .$1.48  for  the  month  of  June  this  year.    The  average  price 
at  Winnipeg  for  last  month  was  $1.13  per  bushel  against  $1.78  for  the  month 
of  July  last  year  end  $1.07  for  June  of  the  present  year.    The  average  price 
of  flaxseed  in  Buenos  Aires  for  July  is  not  available  at  the  present  time. 

The  unfavorable  price  situation  is  especially  significant  in  face  of 
the  drastic  reduction  in  production  in  the  United  States  this  year.  Accord- 
ing to  the  Augast  1  forecast  the  production  during  the  present  year  will  be 
13,807,000  bushels  compared  with  21,400,000  bushels  harvested  last  year. 
The  indicated  crop  will  be  the  smallest  since  1922  when  10,375,000  bushels 
were  harvested.    According  to  present  indications  Canada's  crop  of  flaxseed 
will  be  only  about  50  per  cent  less  than  last  year.    The  preliminary  esti- 
mate of  acreage  in  Canada  this  year  is  596,000  acres  compared  with  582,000 
acres  last  year.    However,  the  leading  flax  producing  ojreas  of  Canada,  in 
common  with  like  areas  in  the  United  States,  have  suffered  so  severely  from 
drought  during  the  present  year  that  the  condition  of  the  crop  on  July  51 
was  only  44  per  cent  of  a.verage  according  to  the  official  estimate.    If  yields 
also  should  be  44  per  cent  of  average,  a  crop  of  2,300,000  bushels  would  be 
harvested  against  4,399,000  bushels  harvested  in  1930.    The  production  of 
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flaxseed  in  India  this  year  is  estimated  at  15,120,000  bushels  against 
15,200,000  bushels  last  year.     The  only  other  country  forecasting  this  year's 
flaxseed  production  to  date  is  Bulgaria  with  an  estimate  of  7,900  bushels, 
an  increase  of  approximately  20  per  cent  over  last  year. 

A  recent  official  report  from  Argentina  states  that  the  area  planted  to 
flaxseed  this  year  is  estimated  at  8,204,000  acres  compared  with  7,512,000 
acres  sown  last  year.    Russia  also  has  increased  her  acreage  during  the 
present  year  about  2  million  acres.    The  acreage  this  year  is  estimated  at 
7,489,000  acres  compared  with  5,553,000  acres  last  ycar,  an  increase  of 
approximately  21  per  cent  over  the  amount  originally  planned.    India  also 
shows  a  slight  increase  from  2,802,000  acres  last  ycar  to  5,020,000  during 
the  present  year.    According  to  present  indications  the  area  seeded  to  flex 
in  the  Irish  Free  State  will  only  be  one-fifth  of  normal. 

Shipments  of  flaxseed  from  Argentina  continued  to  be  heavy  during  the 
month  of  July.     The  takings  by  the  United  States  also  continued  to  be  com- 
paratively large.    Prom  January  1  to  August  1,  1931  the  total  exports  from 
Argentina  were  52,253,000  bushels  compared  with  32,707,000  bushels  for  the 
same  period  in  1930.    According  to  trade  reports  65,303,000  bushels  were  ex- 
ported from  September  1  of  last  year  to  August  1  of  the  present  year,  against 
42,998,000  bushels  for  the  corresponding  period  of  the  previous  season. 
Canadian  shipments  for  the  same  period  were  approximately  5  times  larger  than 
during  last  season.     Shipments  from  India,  on  the  other  hand,  continue  on  a 
very  small  scale.    From  the  beginning  of  the  Indian  export  season,  April  1 
to  August  1,  India  shipped  2,125,000  bushels  compared  with  6,934,000  bushels 
for  the  corresponding  months  last  year. 

Imports  of  flaxseed  into  the  United  States  for  the  month  of  July  this 
year  were  1,685,059  bushels,  an  increase  of  approximately  540,000  bushels 
over  imports  for  the  previous  month  and  1,325,000  bushels  more  then  for  the 
same  month  last  year  when  359,693  bushels  were  imported.    During  the  season 
from  September  1,  1930  to  June  30,  1931  imports  into  each  of  the  3  leading 
importing  countries:     the  United  Kingdom,  Netherlands  and  Germany  increased. 
The  United  Kingdom  showed  an  increase  of  approximately  4,700,000  bushels. 
Netherlands  and  Germany  each  exceeded  their  takings  of  last  year  by  about 
3,500,000  bushels.    For  the  period  from  September  1,  1930  to  May  31,  1931, 
France  and  Belgium,  two  other  large  importers  of  flaxseed,  each  imported 
approximately  1,500,000  bushels  more  than  last  season. 

Commercial  stocks  of  flaxseed  in  the  United  States  for  the  week  ended 
August  15,  1931  were  574,000  bushels  compared  with  215,000  bushels  for  the 
corresponding  week  last  year,  and  213,000  bushels  in  1929.     Stocks  in  store 
in  the  Western  Grain  Inspection  Division  of  Canada  on  August  14  were 
813,909  bushels  against  431,628  bushels  last  year  end  374,801  in  1929. 

The  amount  of  flaxseed  consumed  in  crushings  in  the  United  States  from 
April  1  to  June  30,  1931  was  7,205,000  bushels  compared  with  7,270,000  bushels 
for  the  same  period  in  1930,  9,816,000  in  1929  and  6,571,000  bushels  during 
the  first  quarter  of  1931,  according  to  the  Department  of  Commerce.  The 
decrease'  in  the  second  quarter's  consumption  is  due  primarily  to  the  decline 
in  building  construction  and  the  low  level  of  business  activity,    ^he  total 
factory  and  warehouse  stocks  of  linseed  oil  in  the  United  States  on  June  30, 
1931  were  78,199,811  pounds  against  108,842,310  pounds  on  the  corresponding 
date  last  year  and  113,191,578  pounds  at  the  end  of  the  first  quarter  of  1931. 


IT?- 65 


-3- 


Flaxsced:    Acreage  in  countries  reporting  for  1931-32,  average 


1909-lC  to 

1913-14, 

annual  1923-29  to 

1931-32 

Country 

:  Average 
:  1909-10  to 
:  1913-14 

:  1923-29 

:  1929-30 

:  1930-31 

:  1931-32 

: Percentage 
: 1931-32  is 
:of  1930-31 

;  1,000 
!  acres 

i     1 , 000 
:  acres 

:  1,000 
:  acres 

:  1,000 
:  acres 

;     1 , 000 

:  acres 

:  Per 
:  cent 

:  2,490 
:  4,113 

0 ,  1  oo 
3,318 

1,  'JOO 

:         162  • 
61  : 
:  33 

:  2,536 
:  6,568 
:    4,275  . 
:  3,311 

3rd  , 

:       170  . 

50  ! 
:  39 

:  3,050 

4,835 
•     3,109  : 

382  : 
138  . 
47 
47  • 

3,592 
:  7,262 
:  5,553 

2,802 

582 
127 
:  31 
37 

:     3 , 132 
:  8,204 
:  7,489 
:  3,020 
:  byb 
:  99 
:        27  • 
:         16  . 

:  84.8 
:  113.0 
:  134.9 
:  107.8 

:  78.0 
87.1 
43.2 

Bl  1  R  Tl  *"} 

India,  revised  .  • . . 

IT  ether  lands   

43  . 
32  • 

:        44  : 
31  : 
14  : 
7  • 

28  : 

« 

12  : 
5 

27  : 

1 7  • 

-L  l  • 

14  : 

If    -  : 
1  : 

24 
17 
10 
5  , 

:  88.9 
:  100.0 
71.4 

Finland  • 

12  : 
:            8  i 

Bulgaria  •  •  

A.  . 

1 

:          1  : 

X 

>  i  nn  o 

.    1UU • u 

Total  13  countries 
reporting  for  > 

14,973  : 

17,526  : 

16,969  : 

20,145  : 

22,640  : 

112.4 

Estimated  world  : 

15,892  : 

19,028  : 

20,030  : 

21,480  : 

Compiled  from  official  sources  and  the  International  Institute  of  Agriculture, 
ly  Not  available. 
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Flaxseed:    Production  in  countries  reporting  for  1330-31,  average 
1909-10  to  1913-14,  annual  1927-28  to  1930-31 


Percentage 

rim "ni  "t*  T*\r 

.  X  s\j  J—  JLu  I/O 

:  ±y«cr-<io 

:  iy<ob-<dy 

:  ly^y-ou 

:  iyoU-oi: 

lboO-ol  is 

±yxo— i^t 

:  ^rrelimj : 

01  192y-o0 

:      1 , 000 

:  1,000 

:     1 , 000 

:  1,000 

::    1,000  : 

Per 

:  bushels 

:  'bushels 

:  bushels 

:  bushels 

:  bushel s : 

cent 

United  States, 

: 

:.  : 

:  25,847 

:  19,928 

:  17,049 

:  21,369: 

125.3 

Argentina  .  .  

.:  31,117 

:  82,672 

:  78,377 

:  50,004 

:  58,894: 

137.8 

:     21 , 814 

:  24,627 

:  26,349 

:  30,828: 

117.0 

:  16,240 

:  13,920 

:  12,880 

:  14,960: 

116.1 

:  4,885 

:  3,614 

:  2,060 

:  .4,339: 

213.5 

:  1,954 

:  2,030 

:  3,228 

: .  4,606: 

142.7 

:  2,790 

:  2,413 

:  3,092 

:  2,335: 

75.5 

1,405 

1,000 

:  1,718 

:  1,606: 

93.5 

:  655 

:  411 

:  904 

:  755: 

83.5 

:  502 

:  763 

:  593 

:  739: 

124.6 

:  368 

:  229 

:  420 

:  .  473: 

112.6 

Rumania   

.:  707 

241 

:  241 

278 

:  389: 

139.3 

34: 

54 

99 

:  341: 

344.4 

351 

:  323: 

308 

:  277: 

83.3 

394: 

388: 

400 

448: 

11.7 

407: 

492: 

708 

:  245: 

34.6 

T  4-  —  1  -, 

298* 

314: 

265 

223: 

84.2 

51: 

44: 

44. 

42: 

95.5 

19: 

20 

7: 

10: 

i-x2.y 

3: 

3: 

7: 

175.0 

Total  20  coun- 

• 

• 

tries  reporting 

• 

160,930: 

149,191: 

120,410: 

152,946: 

127.0 

Estimated  world 

• 

161,422: 

149,962: 

121,174: 

153,738: 

Compiled  from  official  sources  and  the  International  Institute  of  Agriculture. 
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Flaxseed:     International  trade  of  important  importing  and  exporting 
countries,  year  "beginning  September  1,  1927-1931 


Item  and  country 


EXPORTS : 

Argentina  ...... 

India   

Canada  ...   

Russia  and  Danube  .   .  , 
Total  above  exports 
IKPORTS : 

United  Statos  .   .       .  , 
United  Kingdom  .... 
Total  2  countries 
Continent 


Netherlands    , 

Germany   

France  ,  . 

Belgium   

Total  4  countries  . 
Total  above  imports 


Trade  for  year 
beginning    Sept.  1. 


Trade  in  current  season 
with  comparisons 


1927-28 

=1928-29 

!  1929-30 

:Sept.l 

to 

! 1929-30 

!  1930-31 

1,000 

:1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

:  1,000 

bushels 

;bushels 

bushels 

.bushels 

bushels 

ID , rob 

1   1 A  'X     "I  1  Q 

, 1/40, ny 

:Aug.  1 

H 

/  O  QOQ 
4<C,  i't'O 

8,031: 

7,980 

,  12,838 

Aug.  1 

3/. 

11,702 

:  4,319 

2,425 

1     c  o  c 

i,  685 

!  413 

:July  31 

;  4lo 

1  QOQ 

i  i,yyy 

oj : 

.           47 < 

!  io 

'Aug.  1 

!             f  b 

!  ro 

86,325. 

86,216 

:  56,446. 

:  55,189 

:  71,698 

lb , IbU . 

i     CX    1  QQ  < 

lo,  cfty 

[July  31 

i     1  "7    £Q  Q 
!     1(, D3 O 

!  o,Ooo 

14,074. 

12,360> 

:  8,014 

:June  30 

:  6,599 

:  11,309 

32  234- 

35  558" 

Pfi  263 

•  24  297 

.  19,897 

15,733, 

:  16,688: 

10,801: 

:June  30 

!  8,564 

:  12,113 

17,488: 

.  15,622. 

:  8,988 

[June  30 

:  7,432 

:  10,724 

8,011: 

:  9,023 

:  7,488 

{May  31 

5  ^  25  5 

6,805 

4,656: 

5,126. 

:  3,212 

.Hay  31 

!  2,559 

:  4,409 

45,898: 

,  46,459: 

30,489: 

•  23,810: 

:  34,051 

•78,132: 

82,017: 

56,752: 

48,107: 

53,948 

Compiled  from  official  soxirces  except  as  noted. 

1/    Official  figures  to  June  30,  trade  figures  to  date. 

2/    Trade  figures. 

3/    Official  figures  to  Lay  31,  trade  figures  to  date. 


Flaxseed:    Exports  from  Argentina  and  India  in  their  current 

seasons,  1928-1931 


Country  ' 

Year 
"beginning 

;  1928  ; 

1929 

;  1930  : 

Period 

1929  ; 

1930 

;  1931 

:1,000  : 
!  "bushels 

1,000 
["bushels 

:  1,000 
[bushels 

1,000  : 
.bushels. 

1,000 
[bushels 

:1,000 
[bushels 

Argentina- 
India  j 

;  Jan.  1 
Apr.  1 

:  76,547: 
:  6,270: 

63,677 
9,926 

: 1/45,422 

:Jan.  1  to  , 
:Aug.  1  Zj\ 
{Apr.  1  to  : 
:Aug.  1 

51,308: 
•  3,445: 

,  32,707 
6,934 

•  52,253 
■  2,125 

Compiled  from  official  sources  except  as  otherwise  stated. 
1/    Official  figures  through  Juno  30,  trade  figures  to  date. 
2/    Trade  figures. 


?F-65 


-6- 


Flaxsced:    Monthly  and  weekly  average  price  per  "bushel  in  specified 
markets  in  1931  cud  corresponding'  prices  for  1930 


lloirth 
and 
week 


Jan. 
Fob. 


:>vcrago 

tt 


Winnipeg 
•  Ho.  i 

it;  m.  c. 


.Minneapolis V 


Buenos 
-Mros: 


ITo.  1 


: • 4  per  cent 
: ' early  del. 


1930  :1931  :1930  :193l  :1930 


Dolls :Do11s:Do11s:Do11s:Dq!1s 


2.32:  ' . 95 :  3 .08 fJL .57:  .1. 95 
¥.56V~".97T"3."05:  1.56:  .1.88 


Mar  . 

it 

%  9 

:  2.44J..M..03: 

o   op . 

1.53: 

1.83: 

"..94 

i  "  48 

: 

51 

: 

110 

• 

64 

Apr-,' 

M 

•  ..  2  •  4:5  • 

1.04: 

P.  92- 

1   9fi  • 

.39 

:  49 

• 

^6 

• 
• 

69 

I  lay 

It 

•       £  •  J-  ./  « 

1.06: 

"p"  68™ 

.  . 

— . .  oo  . 

U.  \    i         i  ,  i 

.34:  49 

* 
• 

49 

• 
. 

""80 

• 
• 

Jv'io 

:t 

■ 

•    o  ~i 

T.oY:' 

 : —  — 

1  .  fa  S 

.83.:  59 

i 

<rJ- 

: 

OP 

# 

oo 

Tl-  1  IT 

... 

:  l778: 

1.18s 

.'j.  ^2: 

1  •  64 ; 

i.57: 

i  54 

: 

46 

• 

75 

: 

laar .  — 

•  i 

: 

: 

.... 

• 

• 

1st. 

wool: 

... 

•*  p    p  • 

1.31: 

2.97: 

1.59: 

1.32: 

.95 

:.  55 

53 

114 

: 

64 

2nd . 

tt- 

. ; . 

:  2.34: 

1.04: 

o    "5  '. 
*v  .  O  O  . 

1.59: 

1.77: 

.97 

:  54 

: 

•  55 

111 

: 

62 

•jra . 

tt 

... 

i  2 . 48 : 

1.05: 

2.39:' 

1.53: 

1.84: 

.96 

:  41 

: 

53 

105 

: 

62 

;t 

•  •  • 

:  2.50: 

1.03: 

2.96: 

1.53: 

1.91: 

.94 

:  46 

: 

55 

! 

105 

: 

64 

bxh. 

H 

•  «  • 

:  2.46:' 

1.01: 

2. 96: 

l.oo : 

1.36: 

.92 

.  50 

: 

54 

: 

100 

: 

63 

JLpr .  - 

:  : 

: 

— • — .  ,  — 
.  : 

: 

; 

• 

1st. 

.week 

•  *  • 

.    6  it  7  . 
»    • .  .  ■  ~  . 

1.03: 

2.97: 

1.54: 

o   r\nz  m 

.91 

;  50 

• 

51 

: 

: 

63 

2nd, 

>    ^  . '- . 

1.06: 

*j  •  J  2  : 

1.59; 

1.98.:  . 

.21 

•  47 

53- 

: 

"91- 

: 

68 

3rd. 

f  f 

... 

:  2.41: 

1.05: 

2.90; 

1.53: 

1.2G: 

.39. 

.  49 

'54 

: 

22 

: 

70 

4Xj1. 

Tf 

. . . 

:  2.32: 

1.04: 

2.36: 

1.56: 

1.35; 

•  36 

54 

: 

52 

: 

91 

: 

70 

Iiay  - 

:  : 

: 

1st. 

WCCk 

:  2. IS: 

1.05.: 

2  . 75 : 

1.56: 

1.94:. 

.35 

:  59 

: 

51 

: 

81 

• 

70 

2nd. 

:  2.17: 

1.07': 

2.71: 

1.53: 

1.21: 

.85. 

.  54 

: 

51 

: 

30 

• 

75 

on. 

:t 

•  •  • 

:  2.18 : 

1.07: 

i~i     r  r?  . 
DO  . 

1  on. 

u.,89 : 

.85. 

45 

74 

: 

70 

4th. 

tt 

*  «  • 

:_J2.19:. 

A\0,6.:_ 

2.65j_ 

i_.50:_ 

1.89: 

.32. 

46 

43_ 

-  I6. 

: 

68 

June  - 

: 

: 

1st. 

week 

:  2.16: 

1.04: 

2.  73 : 

1.41: 

1.86: 

.82; 

57 

: 

37 

: 

65 

: 

59 

2nd. 

tt 

:  2.15: 

1.04: 

..•  ox: 

1.47: 

1.35: 

.  8<j ' 

66 

.: 

.  43  - 

■: 

96 

: 

64 

3rd. 

it 

•  •  • 

;  2. 15 . 

1.06; 

p    Q  O  • 

1.48: 

1.78: 

.  35  i 

69 

42' 

: 

104 

65  • 

4th. 

tt 

•  •  • 

:  2.06: 

1_.MU 

2._66:_ 

U53_:._ 

h2Kl 

.33: 

''  60, 

.'.  .4iL 

94 

: 

__65_ 

July  - 

: 

: 

: 

: 

: 

1st. 

week 

•  •  ft 

:  1.36. 

1.17; 

2.48: 

1  •  c  2 : 

1.56: 

.9.4:  62 

45 

82 

• 

68 

2nd. 

tt 

•  •  • 

.  1.74: 

1.17: 

p  ^Q* 

1 . 63 : 

1.56: 

.93: 

65 

46 

83 

65 

3rd. 

it 

:  1.74: 

1.18: 

2. 21 : 

1.65: 

1.53: 

.24: 

47 

47 

68 

71 

4th. 

;t 

•  •  • 

:  1.82: 

1.20: 

2.26: 

1.67: 

1.57: 

.9.2. 

44 

: 

47 

: 

69 

: 

75 

5  th. 

:t 

:  j.72r 

l_._18j_ 

2.20: 

1.60: 

1.50: 

.91:  48 

:. 

: 

60 

: 

69' 

Aug.  - 

• 

: 

i 

: 

: 

: 

1st. 

week 

•  • ;« 

:.  1*72: 

1.04: 

1.43: 

1.70: 

.84: 

60 

: 

39 

: 

62 

59 

2nd. 

tt 

«  •  • 

:  1.72: 

1.07: 

2.11: 

1.42: 

1.70: 

.86; 

39 

35 

: 

41 

56 

1331 


Bolls 

.82 
'  "".84 


liar  gin  of  Minneapolis 
 pri c  z  over  


Winnipeg 


Bvionos 
J-ircs 


193  0  :1931  :1930  :1931 


G  or.  t  s :  Gents:  Gonts:  Gents 
:  :  : 

56  :     62  :  113  :  75 


55  :     59  :  116  :  72 


Co.vpiled  as  follows:.  Minneapolis!  Minneapolis  Daily  Market  Records,  average 
cf  daily  prices  '^ei^hted  tr;  carlot  sales;    "rim-.ipeg:  Cansdiaii  Grain  Statistics, 
Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce.;  Buenos  Aires:    Review  of  the  River 
Plate  -  monthly  averages  How  York  Journal  of  Commerce  -  weekly  averages. 
\J      Hot  availaole. 
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Flaxseed:    Price  per  bushel  of  La  Plata  and  Calcutta  flaxseed  at 
Hull,  England,  by  months.  January  1928-July  1931 


l  tem 

and 

:  Jan. 

:Feb. 

:  Mar . 

year 

:Dolls 

sDolls 

: Dolls 

La  Plata 

flaxseed 

1928  . 

.  1.85 

1.84 

,  1.88 

1929  . 

1.90 

1.93 

1.92 

1930  . • 

2.22 

2.12 

,  2.06 

1931  . 

1.02 

1.09 

1.14 

Calcutta  : 

flaxseed: 

1928  . : 

2.12: 

2.10: 

1929  .  ; 

2.32; 

2.52: 

2.25 

1930  .  ( 

2.58: 

2.34: 

2.20 

1931  . j 

1.44: 

1/  • 

U 

Apr. 

Dolls 


1.84 
1.93 
2.19 
1.09 


May  :June  :July 
t  : 


Dolls  jDqlls jDoll- 


1.97 
1.91 
2.13 
1.04 


1.92: 
1.90: 
2.02: 
.98; 


1.91 
2.22 
1.84 
1,10 


J 


2.20:  2.23:  2.18:  2.16 

2,19;  2.13:  2.11:  2.45 

2.33:  2.27:  2.20;  2.01 

1/  :  1.26:  1.22:  1.31 

:  :  : 


•■"■u&  • 

j  3ept . 

:0ct . 

: Nov •  : 

:Dolls 

sDolls 

sDolls 

sDolls : 

:  1.88 

:  1.86 

•  1.94 

:  1.96: 

:  2.41 

:  2.80 

:  2.60 

:  2.31: 

:  1.91 

1.72 

:  1.48 

1.26: 

:  2.16 

2.19 

2.26 

2.31: 

:  2.51. 

2.85: 

2.89  ; 

2.80: 

:  2.15: 

1.95: 

1.74; 

1.57  : 

Dec . 


Dolls 


1.83 
2.33 
1.14 


2.33 
2.77 
1.55 


Compiled  from  "Oil,  Paint  and  Drug  Reporter"  and  "The  London  Grain,  Seed  and  Oil 
Reporter" ,    Monthly  prices  are  a  simple  average  of  all  daily  prices.  Daily 
prices  are  official  quotations  cabled  to  New  York  each  day  and  represent  the 
price  at  the  close  of  the  market.    For  prices  from  January  1922-December  1927 
see  "7/orld  Flaxseed  Prospects",  dated  August  21,  1930. 
l/  Not  available. 


Flaxseed:    Price  per  bushel  of  "flold  Bombay"  at  Bombay,  by  months, 

January  1928  -  June  1931 


Year 

:Jan.   :Feb.  ;Mar. 

Apr. 

■May  :June 

:July 

:Aug. 

:  Sept. 

Oct.  :Nov. 

Dec. 

1928  ... 
1J29  ... 
19£U  ... 
1931 

Dolls :Dolls :Dolls 

Dolls 

Dolls :Dolls 

Dolls 

Dolls 

Jul  Is 

Dolls : Dolls ■ 

Dolls 

1.87:  1.83:  1.66 
t  1.98:  2.04:  2,02 
j  2,29;  2,16:  2.07 

1,210/L.35£/L,37 
5 

1.88: 
1.99- 
2.11: 
1/1.31 : 

1.95:  1.91 
1.94:  1.93 
2.09:  2.00- 
1.19:  1.15: 

1.99 
2.11 

1/U84: 

1.86 
1.95 

1.87 
•  2.51 
1.83 

1.98:  1.96 
2.50:  2 .41 
1/1.60  1/1,42. 

1.97 

2/L.32 

Compiled  from  "Indian  Trade  Journal".     For  prices  from  Juno  1922-December  1927 
see  "World  Flaxseed  Prospects"  dated  August  21,  1930. 
1/  Three  weekly  quotations  only. 
2/  Two  weekly  quotations  only. 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPAR'TI.tENT  OF  AGRI CULTURE 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
Washington 


FF-66  September  25,  1931. 

WORLD  FLAXSEED  PR03PEJTS 


Prospects  are  for  a  very  small  flaxseed  liar  vest  this  year  in  both  the 
United  States  and  Canada.    The  recent  high  temperatures  and  drought  causing 
poor  filling  of  seed  and  forced  ripening  have  necessitated  a  further  re- 
duction this  month  in  the  estimate  of  flaxseed  pro.di  etion  in  the  United  States. 
The  forecast  of  production  as  of  September  1  was  11,769,000  bushels,  the 
smallest  crop  since  1922  when  10,375,000  bushels  were  harvested  from  an 
acreage  less  than  half  as  large  as  in  the  present  year.    The  September 
condition  of  the  crop,  34.9  per  cent,  v/as  the  lowest  for  that  month  on  record. 
The  drought  also  extended  into  the  Canadian  flaxseed  area.    Although  Canada's 
flaxseed  acreage  is  estimated  at  589,000  acres,  exceeding  last  year's  by  over 
17,000  acres,  the  preliminary  estimate  of  production  is  only  2,758,000  bushels 
compared  with  4,399,000  bushels  harvested  last  year.    In  Esthonia  this  year's 
crop  is  expectcjd  to  Lc  50  per  cent  loss  than  last  year  when  473,000  bushels 
were  harvested.    According  to  the  latest  official  report  Russia  had  harvested 
1,000,090  acres.      Rains  in  the  western  and  northwestern  provinces  of  Russia 
have  delayed  the  harvesting  and  according  to  reports  the  crops  are  deteriorat- 
ing.   Weather  conditions  in    Argentina,  on  the  other  hand,  are  very  favorable. 
In  India  growers  are  ploughing  for  the  next  crop  and  weather  reports  are 
satisfactory.    For  the  5  countries  reporting  to  date,  including  such  largo 
flex  producing  countries  as  the  United  States,  Canada  and  India,  the 
estimated  yield  during  the  present  year  is  30,246,000  bushels  compared  with 
41,454,000  bushels  last  year. 

The  total  acreage  planted  to  flaxseed  in  countries  reported  so  far 
this  year  is  greater  than  last  year,  largely  due  to  the  increased  acreage  in 
2  of  the  main  flaxseed  producing  countries  of  the  world,  Russia  and  Argentina. 
According  to  official  reports  Argentina  has  increased  the  flaxseed  acreage  by 
approximately  940,000  acro^  and  Russia  by  about  1,900, 000  acres,    Acreage  in 
the  15  countries  reporting  to  date  totals  22,693,000  acres  against  20,207,000 
acres  last  year. 

The  trend  of  prices  in  the  3  leading  world  flaxseed  markets, 
Minneapolis,  Winnipeg  and  Buenos  Aires,  has  been  downward  despite  the 
unfavorable  reports  of  the  new  crops  in  the  United  States  and  Canada.  The 
weekly  average  price  per  bushel  of  flaxseed  in  Minneapolis  declined  from 
$1,43  per  bushel  for  the  first  week  in  August  to  !jj>lB38  for  the  second  week  in 
September.    Prices  of  flaxseed  in  Winnipeg  showed  a  similar  trend  declining 
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from  81, 04  per  "bushel,  the  average  for  the  first  week  in  Aiagust,  to  99  cents 
for  the  first  week  in  September .    E'earby  futures  in  Btienos  Aires  showed 
like  decline  from  34  cents  per  bushel  the  first  week  in  August  to  74  cents 
for  the  second  week  in  September.     The  margin  of  the  Minneapolis  price  over 
that  of  Vifimiipeg  averaged  41  cents  for  the  first  week  of  September.  For 
the  second  week  in  September  the  spread  between  the  llinneapolis  price  and 
the  price  at  Buenos  Aires  was  64  cents.    For  the  month  of  August  the 
average  price  pur  bushel  in  llinneapolis  was  $1.41  compared  with  ^2,00  for 
the  same  month  last  year  s,nd  $>1,64  for  the  month  of  July  this  year.  The 
average  price  at  Winnipeg  for  last  month  was  $>1,04  per  bushel  against  $1.62 
for  the  month  of  August  last  year  and  $1,18  for  July  of  the  present  year. 
The  average  price  of  flaxseed  in  Buenos  Aires  for  August  is  not  available 
although  apparently  it  was  well  below  the  July  average  of  92  cents  per  bushel. 
The  general  decline  in  flaxseed  prices  is  uidoubtodly  due  to  the  poor  demand 
for  linseed  oil  and  calces  and  the  considerable  quantity  of  supplies  afloat. 

The  crop  movement  in  Argentina  during  the  first  week  in  September 
.showed  a  sharp  falling  off.     The  shipment  for  that  week  amounted  to  999,944 
bushels.    Of  this  amount  271; 638  bushels  were  shipped  to-  the  United  States. 
Shipments  from  India  still  continue  on  a  very  small  scale  due  undoubtedly 
to  the  prevailing  low  prices  for  flaxseed.    According  to  trade  figures 
exports  of  flaxseed  from  Argentina  during  the  season. from  January  1  to 
August  29,  1931  were  58,509,000  bushels  compared  with  35,719,000  last  season. 
During  the  Indian  season  from  April  1  to  August  29,  1931  only  2,488,000 
bushels  wore  uxporaod  against  8,190,000  bushels  last  season. 

Imports  of  flaxseed  into  the  United  States  for  the  season  from 
September  1  to  July  31,  1931  were  0,588,000  bushels  compared  with  17,698,000 
bushels  last  season  or  approximately  50  per  cent  less.    This  decrease,  in 
spite  of  the  heavy  imports  of  flaxseed  for  June  and  July,  was  largely  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  takings  of  the  United  States  were  exceptional ly  small 
during  the  early  part  of  the  present  season.     The  United  Kingdom,  on  the 
other  hand,  has  imported  66  per  cent  more  so  far  this  season  than  last. 
During  the  present  season  Motherlands  and  Germany  each  shows  an  increase  of 
more  than  3,300,000  bushels  in  takings  compared  with  the  previous  season. 
For  the  period  from  September  1  to  May  31,  1931  Franco  and  Belgium  each 
imported  about  1,500,000  bushels  more  than  last  season. 

Commercial  stocks  of  flaxseed  in  the  United  States  for  the  week 
ended  September  12,  1931  were  1,027,000  bushels  compared  with  1,115,000 
bushels  for  the  corresponding  week  last  year,  and  583,000  bushels  in  1929. 
Stocks  in  store  in  the  Western  Grain  Inspection  Division  of  Canada  on 
September  11  were  728,369  bushels  against  462,563  bushels  last  year  and 
320,365  in  1929. 


Flaxseed:    Production  and  acreage  in  countries  reporting  for  1931-32, 
average  1909-10  to  1913-14,  annual  1928-29  to  1931-32 


•  Average 

Item  and  country       :  1909-10 

s  to 
1913-14 

-  ,  1)0oo 
:  bushels 
FRODUCTIOL:  : 
United  States  .  .   .   :  19,543 

India  19,870 

Canada  :  12,040 

ilorocco   :  243 

Bulgaria  :  6 

Total  5  countries  : 
reporting  for  : 

1931-32   :  51,707 

Estimated  world  : 
total  110,802 
: 

:  1,000 
:  acres 

ACREAGE 

United  State  .   .  .   .:  2,490 

Argentina  ':  4,113 

Russia  :  3,165 

India  :  3,818 

Canad  revised  .  .  :  1,035 
Latvia  .... 

Morocco  :  10 

Czechoslovakia  .  .  .:  61 
lie tlier lands  .   .   .   .   :  33 

Italy  :  43 

Jugoslavia  :  32 

Finland   :  12 

Tunis  ;  3 

England  and  Wales  .   :  if 

Bulgaria  :  1 

Total  15  countries: 

reporting  for  : 

1931-32  ....     :  14,991 
Estimated  v/orld  : 

total   .:  15,892 


1928-29 


1,000 
b  ashe  Is 

19,928 
13,920 
3,614 

388 
3 


37,853 


149,962 


1,000 
acres 


2,633 
6,563 
4,  275 
5,311 
378 
170 
43 
50 
39 
44 
31 
14 
7 
6 
1 


.17,575 
19,028 


1929-30 


1,000 

"bushels 

17,049 
12,380 
2,060 
400 
4 


_32,393 


121,174 

1,000 
acres 

3,050 
5,231 
4, 385 
3,109 

332 
138 
42 
47 
47 
28 
34 

5 
6 
1 


17,017 
20,030 


1930-31 


1,000- 
bushels 


21,400 
15,200 
4,399 

448 
'  7 


41,454 


153,788 

1,000 
acres 

3,692 
7,262 
5,553 
2,802 
532 
127 
58 
31 
37 
27 
17 
14 


1931-32 


1,000 
bushels 

11,769 
15,120 
2,758 
591 
8 


50, 246 


1,000 
:  acres 


p  / 


4 
1 


3,132 
3,204 
7;  43  9 
3^020 
599 
99 
52 
27 
16 
24 
17 

id 

5 
3 
1 


22,693 


Percentage 
1931-32 
is  of 
1930-31 


Per 
cent 


55.0 
99.5 
62.7 
131.9 
114.3 


73.0 


Per 
0  ent 


34.8 
113.0 
134,9 
107.8 
102.9 
78.0 
39.7 
87.1 
43.2 
88.9 
100.0 
71,4 

75.0 
100.0 


112.3 


Compiled  from  official  sources  and  the  International  Institute  Of  Agriculture. 
\J      Loss  than  1,000  acres. 
Hot  available. 
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Elaxseed:     International  trade  of  important  importing  and  exporting 
countries, year  beginning  September  1,  1927-28  to  1930-31 


Item  and  country 

:         Trade  for  year 

:  beginning  Sept . __1  

:  Trade  in  current  season 
 with  comparisons 

'1927-28;  1928-29;  1929-30 

Sept.  1  to 

( 1929-30;  1930-31 

EXPORTS: 
Argentina   

:     1,000:  1,000  :  1,000 

bushel  s :  bushel  s :  bushe  1  s 

:  Aug.    29  2/i 
:  Aug,    29  1/ 

July  31 

A.--  29 

•  1,000  :  1,000 
• 

45  010:  71,559 
:  12,957:  4,632 
!        413:  1,998 
:         76:  78 

75,786:  75,504:l/43 ,119 
:     8,031:     7,930:  12,833 
2,425:     1,685:  413 
:.         83:         47:  76 

Canada   -  

Total  above  exports  : 

UI1.L  L/C  CI    kj  u£W;"S  >«...••« 

United  Kingdom   

Total  2  countries  : 
Continent  : 

36,325:  85,216:  56,446. 

'  5Q  J-56*  78  317 

13,160:  23,198:  18,249 
__14,074:  12,360:  8,014: 



July    31  ; 
July  31 

17,598:  8,588 
7,409:  12,314 

'32,234:  35,558:  26,2.63 

25.107:  20,902 

15,733:  16,688:  10,001. 

17,438:  15,622:  8,988 
8,011:     9,023:  7,483: 
4,666:     5,126:  3.212. 

July    31  •  : 
July  31 
May     31  : 
May  31 

9,765:  13,381 
8,242:  11,638 
5,255:  6,805 
2,559'  4,409 

Germany   : 

Total  4  countries  : 
Total  above  imports  : 

45,893:  46,459:  30,489: 

25,321:  35,236 

78,132:  82,017:  56,752: 

5C  ,928:  57,135 

Compiled  from  official  sources  except  as  noted. 

l/  Official  figures  to  June  30,  trade  figures  to  date. 

2/  Trade  figures. 


Flaxseed:     Exports  from  Argentina  and  India  in  their  seasons,  1928-1931 


Country 

Year  ' 
beginning 

1920 

:  1929 

1930  :  Period 

1929 

1930 

:  1931 

:  1,000  : 

bushels: 

1,000 

bushels 

1,000  : 

bushels:  : 

:  1,000' 

bushels' 

1,000 

bushels. 

:  1,000 

bushel s 

Argentina.  • 

:    Jan.  1  . 

76,547: 

63,677 

:            :  Jan*    1  to: 
l/45,422  Aug.  29  2/': 

•  » 

56,753 

•  35,719 

:  58,509 

India  : 

Apr.  1 

6,270: 

•  « 

:Apr.    1;  to 
10, 265: Aug.  29  l/: 

5,188: 

8,190 

:  2,488 

Compiled  from  official  sources  except  as  otherwise  stated, 
l/  Official  figures  through  June  30,  trade  figures  to  date. 
2/  Trade  figures. 
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Flaxseed:    Monthly  and  weekly  average  .price  per  bushel  In  specified 
markets  in '1931  and  corresponding  prices, Tor  1930 


iiontn 

j  Winnipeg 

"  Minneapolis 

:3uehos 

Aires • 

:   .  Margin  of  Minneapolis 
:                price  over 

cLllLL 

,  week 

:  No. 
:    N.  Vv\ 

.  1 
C. 

LT0. 

.  1 

\Four  per  cent 
:  early  deliverv 

:  . Winnipeg 

> 

:  3uenos 
:  Aires 

:  1930 

!'  1931 

:  1930: 



:  1931 

:  1930 

:  1931 

:  1930 

:  1931 

;  1930 

;  1931 

:D'clls . 

.Dolls. 

:Dollso 

:  Pol Is. 

: Dolls. . 

:Dolls. 

:  Cents 

:  Gents 

:  Gents 

:  Cents 

Jan.  av.  • 

:  2.52 

.  .95 

:  3.08 

•  1.57 

1.95 

:  .82 

s  56 

:''  62 

:  113 

:  75 

I?^Vi  ft 

:  2.50  j 

■    .97  ' 

:__3.05  _ 

:  1.56 

L  1*:88 

:     .64  . 

:  55 

:     5  J 

:  116 

:  72 

Mar  •    "  . 

:  2  44  : 

1.03 

:  2*92 

:  1.58 

:  1.83 

:  .94 

:  48 

:  51 

:  110 

:  64 

Apr.     "  . 

:  2.43 

1.04 

:  2,92 

1*58 

1.96 

•  .69 

:  49 

:  54 

:  96 

:  69 

:  2.19 

1.06 

:  2.68 

1.55 

1.38 

!        •  t"* 

:     49  " 

:  49 

:  80 

:  71 

June  " 

:  2.12  • 

1.0?" 

:  2.71 

!  1.43 

:  1.79 

•         • O  u 

:  59 

:  41 

:  92 

:  65 

.July 

•  1.76 

■  1,18 

:  2.32 

1.64 

:  1.57 

•  .92 

.  54 

:  46 

:  75 

:  72 

Aug.     "  • 

:  1.52  i 

1.04 

:  2.00 

:  1.41 

1.62 

•  1/ 

:  36 

!  37 

:  38 

Apr .  -  : 

1st  we ok 

:  2.47  ; 

1.03 

:  2.97 

1.54 

2.03 

:  .91 

:  50 

:  51 

:  94 

:  63 

2nd  " 

:  2.42  : 

1.06 

:  2.89 

1.59 

1.98 

:  .91 

:  47 

:  53 

:  91 

:  68 

3rd  11 

:  2.41  • 

1.05 

:  2,90 

1.59 

1.98 

:  .89 

•  49 

:  54 

92 

:  70 

4tn  " 

*o  •  3  2 

1.04 

,  2.86 

1.56  ! 

1.95 

.  .85 

54 

52 

91 

!  70 

May  -  : 

1st  week 

2.16  : 

1.05 

.  2.75  : 

1.56  : 

1.94  . 

.86 

•  .5?.  : 

51  : 

:  81 

70 

2nd    "  : 

2.17  : 

1*07, 

2.71 

1.58  : 

1.91  . 

.65 

54  : 

51  : 

80  ': 

.  73 

oTO. 

2  c  18  : 

1.07 

2.63  . 

1.55  : 

1.89 

.85 

*    4o  j 

48  : 

•    74  : 

70 

A   4-  "U.  *t 

4  th  " 

2.19  : 

1.06 

2.65  ■ 

1.50  : 

1.89  : 

.82 

.     46  • 

43  •: 

76 

S8 

June  —  j 

1st  week: 

2.16  : 

1.04 

2.73  : 

1.41  : 

1.88  : 

.62  : 

57  : 

.    57  : 

85  : 

59 

2nd  " 

2.15  : 

1.04  ■ 

.  2*61  : 

1.47  : 

1.85  : 

.33  . 

66  : 

43  '  : 

96  ! 

fe4 

3rd  " 

2.13  : 

1.06 

.  2.82  : 

1.43  : 

1.76  : 

.83 

69  : 

42  '  : 

104  : 

65 

A-t-Vi      tt  , 

2.06  • 

1.11 

2.65  • 

1.53  : 

1.72  - 

.88  ; 

60  : 

42  : 

94  : 

65 

July  -  ! 

1st.  We  3X1 

1.86  : 

1.17 

.  2.48  : 

1.62  .: 

1.66  : 

.9^  ; 

62  i 

45 

82  : 

£8 

2nd  " 

1.74  : 

1.17 

'2.39  : 

1.63  : 

1.55  : 

.98  : 

65  j 

46  : 

•    83  : 

65 

3rd  " 

1.74  •: 

1.16 

2.21  : 

1.65  : 

1.53  : 

.94  : 

47  ': 

47  '  : 

68  : 

71 

lo82  : 

1.20 

2.26  : 

1.67  : 

1.57  ; 

.92  ! 

44    '  j 

47  .: 

69  : 

75 

5  th  " 

.  1.72  ; 

1.18 

:  2.20  : 

1.60  : 

1.60  : 

.91  : 

48  : 

4<d  i 

60  : 

69 

Aug.  - 

1st  wuek 

:  1,72 

1.04 

:  2.32  ; 

1.43  : 

1.70  : 

.8-^  : 

60  i 

39  : 

62  : 

59 

2nd  " 

:  1.72 

1.07 

:  2.11 

1.42  : 

1.70  : 

.86  j 

39  : 

35  : 

41  : 

56 

3rd  " 

:  1.57  • 

1.03 

:  1.96 

1.41  : 

1.62  : 

.83  : 

39  : 

36  : 

34  : 

58 

4th  " 

:  1.52 

1.00 

:  1.91 

.  1.39  : 

1.57  : 

.50  • 

39  : 

39  : 

34  : 

59 

Sept.  - 

1st  week 

:  1.48 

:  .99 

:  1.92 

:  1.40 

1.52  j 

.77  : 

! 

41  : 

40  ; 

63 

2nd  " 

:  1.J7 

•  1.36  : 

1.54  : 

.7^  : 

43  : 

43  : 

64 

Compiled  as  follo-.vs:    Minneapolis  :    Minneapolis  Daily  Market  Records, 
average  of  daily  prices  woighted  by  car-lot  sales;  Winnipeg:    Canadian  Grain 
Statistics,  Canadian  Department  of  lYado  and  Commerce;  Buenos  Aires:    Review  of 
the  River  Plate  -  monthly  averages,  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  -  weekly 
averages . 

] /  Not  avaJ Table. 
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Flaxseed:    Price  per  bushel  of  La  Plata  and  Calcutta  flaxseed  at 
Hull,  England,  by  months,  January  1928- July  1931 


I  ten 

and 
year 

:  Jan. 

i  Feb. 

:  Liar . 

:  Anr  • 

■  .TllTIP 

•   .Tn  ~\  \t  • 

■"•u&  • 

•    Or  t  - 

>     liUV  • 

»    Ucl  . 

:  Dol- 

:  Dol- 

:  Dol- 

:  Pol- 

:  Dol- 

1   "i  j  n  1 — 

.  ')nl-' 

1       j/UX  a 

")ol- 

.   Tin!  — 

>  ")nl- 

;  lar s 

•    1  a  y*  ^ 

:  lar s 

lar  3 

l        "1  *~!  V»  r-  a 

;   i-c*x  u  : 

lar  s 

:  lar s 

:  lars 

lars 

:  Xca.ra 

La  Plata 

■'  • 

flaxseed 

1928  . 

1.85 

1.84 

.  1.G8 

:  1.84 

1.97 

•1.92 

.  lo91': 

1.88 

:  1.86 

1.94 

•  1.96 

J-  •  \J 

1929  . 

1.90 

1.93 

,  1.92 

1.93 

:  1.91, 

1.90 

Cj  *  C^i-j  ... 

°  .4-1 

?.P0 

9  „  AO 

1930  . 

9    1  5 

2.06  • 

2.19 

X  .  o4c  , 

X  •  5  X  , 

i  /in 
x  .'its 

X  .  £,D 

T  "1/1 
X  •  X4: 

1931  . 

1.02 

1.09 

1.14 

1.09 

.  1.04 

.96 

1.10:. 

1.00: 

Calcutta 

flaxseed 

1928 

2.12: 

2.10: 

2.12: 

2.20; 

2.23: 

2.16: 

2.16: 

2.16  : 

2.19: 

c  o  (io : 

2.31: 

2.33 

1929  . : 

2. 32 : 

2 . 52 : 

2.25: 

2 .  x9  : 

2.13: 

2.11. 

2.45; 

2.51: 

2.85: 

2.89: 

2.80: 

2.77 

1930  . : 

2.58: 

2.34: 

2.20:  2.33: 

2.27: 

•2.20; 

2.01; 

2.15: 

1.95: 

1.74: 

1.57  : 

1.55 

1931  .: 

1.44: 

1/  : 

1/  : 

il  \ 

1.26: 

1.22: 

1.31s 

1. .  24 : 

Compiled  from  "Oil,  Paint  and  Dr 


Reporter"  and  "The  London  Grain,  Seed 


and  Oil  Reporter".    .Monthly  prices  are  a  simple  average  of  all  daily  prices. 
Daily  prices  are  official  quotations  cabled  to  New  York  each  day  and  represent 
the  price  at  . the  close  of  the  market.    For  prices  from  January  1922-Dccember  1927 
see  "World  Flaxseed • Prospects" ,  dated  August  21,  1930. 
1/  Lot  available. 


Flaxsejd:     Price  per  bushel  of  "Bold  3ombay"  at  Bombay,  by  months, 

January  1928-June  1931 


Your 

,  Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. :  .apr. 

May 

June :  July 

Aug.- 

:Sept. 

:  Oct. 

.   -J  ov . 

:  Dec. 

.  Dol- 

Dol- 

•  Dol-;  Dol- 

Dol- 

:  Dol-:  Dol- 

. Dol- 

Dol- 

. Dol-. 

:  Dol- 

Dol- 

lars 

lars 

lars  :  lars 

lars 

lars.:  lars 

lars 

lars 

lars 

lars 

lars 

1 

1928  ... 

.  1.87 

1.83 

1.66:  1.86 

1.95 

1.91.:  1.99. 

1.86 

1.87 

1.98 

1.96 

1.97 

1929 

.  1.98 

2.04 

2.02:  1.99 

1.94 

1.93:  2.11 

O     no  , 
£t  •  Cm 

2.51 

2.50'. 

2.41: 

2.37 

1930  ... 

:  2.29 

2.16 

2.07:  2.11 

2.09 

.  2.00:1/1.84. 

1.95 

1 . 83 

l/L.60. 

1/L.42 

^L.32 

1931  ... 

1.21 

1/L.35 

2/L.37  :1/L.31 

1.19 

1.15:  1.20 

Compiled  from  "Indian  Prude  Journal".    For  prices  from  June  1922-Docember 
1927  see  "World  Flaxseed  Prospects"  dated  August  21,  1930. 
1/  Three  weekly  quotations  only. 
2/  Two  weekly  quotations  only. 
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WORLD  FLAXSEED  PROSPECTS 

During  the  latter  part  of  September  flaxseed  prices  declined  sharply 
in  the  three  leading  world  -markets ,  Minneapolis,  Winnipeg,  and  Buenos  Aires, 
and  are  now  down  to  the  lowest  level  in  many  years.    The  main  factors  in- 
fluencing this  downward  trend  in  potations  were  undoubtedly  the  suspension 
of  the  gold  standard  by  the  United  Kingdom,  the  depreciation  of  the  Argentine 
peso,  the  present  low  price  level  of  wheat  and  corn,  and  the  small  demand 
for  flaxseed.     Since  much  of  the  flaxseed  is  crashed  for  oil  and  cake  the 
present  small  demand  is  due  apparently  to  the  poor  demand  for  linseed  oil 
in  this  country  on  account  of  the  continued  low  level  of  building  activity, 
and  the  equally  poor  demand  for  linseed  cake  on  the  Continent  which  has 
been  further  depressed  by  unusually  mild  weather  and  an  abundance  of  feed  grains. 

The  weekly  average  price  per  bushel  of  flaxseed  in  Minneapolis  declin- 
ed from  $1.40  per  bushel  for  the  first  week  in  September  to  $1.32  for  the 
second  week  in  October.     Prices  of  flaxseed  in  Winnipeg  showed  a  similar  trend 
declining  from  99  cents  per  bushel,  the  average  for  the  first  week  in 
September,  to  83  cents  for  the  first  week  in  October.    Nearby  futures  in  Buenos 
Aires  showed  a  like  decline  from  77  cents  per  bushel  the  first  week  in 
September  to  65  cents  for  the  first  week  in  October.    The  margin  of  the 
Minneapolis  price  over  t'nat  of  Winnipeg  averaged  45  cents  for  the  first  week 
in  October.    For  the  same  week  the  spread  between  the  Minneapolis  price  and 
the  price  at  Buenos  Aires  was  63  cents.    For  the  month  of  September  the  aver- 
age price  per  bushel  in  Minneapolis  was  $1.57  compared  with  $1.90  for  the 
same  month  last  year  and  $1.41  for  the  month  of  August  this  year.     The  average 
price  at  Winnipeg  for  last  month  was  94  cents  against  $1.43  for  the  month  of 
September  last  year  and  $1.04  for  August  of  the  present  year.     The  average 
price  of  flaxseed  in  Buenos  Aires  for  September  is  not  available,  although 
it  was  evidently  well  below  the  August  average  of  82  cents  per  bushel. 

The  decline  in  price  is  even  more  significant  when  considered  in 
connection  with  the  falling  off  in  production.    Production  of  flaxseed  in  the 
United  States  is  now  forecasted  at  11,474,000  bushels  compared  with  last 
month's  estimate  of  11,769,000  bushels  and  21,369,000  bushels  produced  last 
year.     This  further  reduction  was  due  to  unfavorable  weather  conditions 
during  the  past  month  in  Minnesota,  Wisconsin,  and  Wyoming.    No  further 
damage  was  reported  to  the  crop  in  the  Dakotas  and  Montana.    However,  these 
States  suffered  so  severely  from  the  drought  and  high  temperatures  early 
in  the  season  that  their  indicated  production  is  only  4,934,000  bushels 
compared  with  13,070,000  bushels  in  1930. 

Production  in  all  of  the  ten  countries  reporting  to  date  is  estimated 
to  be  considerably  less  this  year  than  last  with  the  exception  of  Austria 
and  Bulgaria,  which  are  comparatively  small  producers  of  flaxseed.  According 
to  present  indications  the  total  production  of  these  countries  will  be 
31,198,000  bushels  compared  with  43,388,000  bushels  last  year.     The  flax  crop 
in  Lithuania  this  year  is  expected  to  be  about  average.    Production  of 
flaxseed  in  Poland  is  reported  to  be  below  average. 
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The  second  estimate  of  the  area  sown  to  flaxseed  in  Argentina  is 
8,345,000  acres,  an  increase  of  141,000  acres  over  the  former  forecast  of 
8,204,000  acres.     This  is  the  largest  acreage  sown  to  flaxseed  on  record 
in  Argentina,  exceeding  the  area  planted  last,  year  by  approximately  800 } 000 
acres.    According  to  recent  reports,  flaxseed  is  germinating  well  and  prospect 
for  the  new  crop  are  excellent.   .Ploughing  and  sowing  for  the  next  harvest 
of  flaxseed  are  practically  finished  in  some  areas.     Indian  weather  news 
also  is  favorable  and  growers  are  now  ploughing  the  land. for  the  next  crop. 
In  Russia  weather  conditions  during  the  latter  part  of  September  were 
very  favorable  for  harvesting. 

According  to  official  and  trade  fig-ares  available  at  present,  exports 
of  flaxseed  from  the  principal  exporting  countries,  Argentina,  India,  and 
Canada,  during  the  United  States  season  from  September  1,  1930  to  August 
31,  1931  were  18,859,000  bushels  more  than  in  the  1929-30  season.  Argentina 
shipped  25,500,000  bushels  more  than  during  the  past  season  and  Canadian 
exports  were  five  times  greater  than  last  season.    However,  shipments  of 
flaxseed  from  India,  apparently  due  to  the  prevailing  low  prices,  were  only 
one- third  of  the  previous  season' s  total.     Daring  the  Argentine  season  from 
January  1  to  October  3,  1931  the  total  shipments  were  64,697,000  bushels 
compared  with  39,285,000  bushels  last  season  and  60,867,000  bushels  in  1929. 
During  the  last  of  September  and  the  early  part  of  October  offerings  from 
Argentina  were  lighter  due  undoubtedly  to  a  shrinkage  in  the  available 
supplies  of  old  crop  seed.    An  official  estimate  of  the  surplus  available 
for  expert  on  September  28,  1931  was  7,363,000  bushels.     The  United  States 
continues  to  take  a  moderate  share  of  the  shipments.    Daring  the  Indian  season 
from  April  1  to  October  3,  1931  only  2,810,000  bushels  were  shipped  compared 
with  9,103,000  bushels  last  season  and  6,618,000  bushels  in  1929. 

Imports  of  flaxseed  into  the  United  States  during  the  season  from 
September  1„  1930.  to  August  31,  1931  were  about  50  per  cent  of  the  amount 
imported  during  the  previous  season.     The  United  Kingdom,  on  the  other  hand, 
increased  their  imports  about  65  per  cent  daring  the  past  season.     The  total 
imports  into  those  two  countries  for  the  season  from  September  1  to  August 
31,  1931  were  22,984,000  bushels  compared  with  26,263,000  bushels  for  the 
previous  season.    For  the  same  period  imports  into  Germany  and  Belgium 
showed  an  increase  of  3,500,000  bushels  and  2,800,000  bushels  respectively. 
For  the  period  from  September  1  to  July  31,  1931  imports  of  flaxseed  into 
Netherlands  increased  3,600,000  bushels  compared  with  the  1929-30  season. 
For  the  past  season,  the  tailings  of  France  were  about  1,900,000  bushels  more 
than  during  the  previous  sea.son. 

Commercial  stocks  of  flaxseed  in  the  United  States  for  the  week  ended 
October  17,  1931  were  1,129,000  bushels  compared  with  2,465,000  bushels 
for  the  corresponding  week  last  year,  and  937,000  bushels  in  1929.  Stocks 
in  store  in  the  Western  Grain  Inspection  Division  of  Canada  on  October  16 
were  906,931  bushels  against  1,863,115  bushels  last  year  and  1,090,812  in 
1929. 
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Flaxseed:    Acreage  in  countries  reporting  for  1931-32,  average 
1909-10  to  1913-14,  annual  1928-29  to  1931-32 


:  Average 

:  Percentage 

Country 

:  1909-10  to 

: 1928-29 

1929-30 

1930-31 

: 1931-32 

is 

:  1913-14 

Ol  1930- 

51 

:  1,000 

.  1 , 000 

:  1,000 

1 ,000 

:  1,000 

:  Per 

:     g,c  res 

;  ac  res 

acre  s 

acre  s 

:  cent 

2,638 . 

:  3,050 

:  5,692 

3,132 

■          OA  O 

Argentina,  revised.. 

.:  4,113 

:  6,568 

5,231 

:  7,262 

:  8 , 345 

'  114,9 

4  275 

■   4  885 

5 , 5  53 . 

:  7,489 

"i  *7  A  o 

:  3,311 

:  3,109 

2 , 802 

:  3,020 

:  lOr.o 

378 

382 

:  582 

:  599 

102,9 

143 

236 

21  3 

»                  _L  K.J 

204 

1  24 

:     60. 8 

162 

170 

*              X  <  w 

•  138 

128 

:  104 

»              X  w  * 

:  81.5 

Morocco,  revised 

18 

:       43  : 

42 

:       58  : 

67 

■  115.5 

Zisthonia  

135 

R3  • 

79 

80 

45 

:  56.5 

8 

7 

12 

•  36 

:  •  44 

T  9?  P 
Xioo  •  <£> 

. :  49 

:       59  : 

68 

:  56 

:  36 

64-3 

:     ' :50, 

47 

:  31 

27 

87. 1 

U  I   4  X 

44. 

:  28 

24 

!  24 

:  100.0 

:  39 

:       47  : 

:  37 

:  16 

43.2 

r  .31 

34 

17 

..  17 

:  100.0 

14 

:       12  : 

14  : 

10 

71.4 

:       12  : 

12  : 

8  : 

8 

100.0 

:  7 

5  : 

U  • 

5 

England  and  Wales 

2/  : 

6  : 

6  : 

:         4  : 

3  : 

75.0 

1 

:         1  : 

1  : 

1 

100.0 

Total  20  countries 

reporting  for 

17,972  : 

17,401  : 

20,589  : 

23,116 

:  112.3 

Estimated  world 

19,028 

20,050  . 

21,480 

Compiled  from  official  sources  and  the  International  Institute  of  Agriculture. 

1/  Hot  available* 

2/  Less  than  1,000  acres. 


Flaxseed:     Production  in  countries  reporting  for  1931-32y.  average 
1909-10  to  1913-14,  annual  1928-29  to  1931-32 


Average 

Percentage 

Country 

1909-10  to 

,1928-29 

; 1929-30 

.1930-31 

.1931-32 

.1931-32  is 

.1913-14 

of  1930-31 

r  f,ooo 

fT/oooT 

~"iyooo" 

:"  T,  000"" 

r  1,000  " 

:  "P~er 

.  "busliels 

•"bushels 

"bushel  s 

; bushel s 

bushels 

cent 

United  States,  revised.  , . 

:  .19^543 

:  19,928; 

17,049 

;  21,400: 

r  .  11,474 

:  53.6 

India  

:  19,870 

13,920 

12,880 

:  15,200 

15,120 

.    ,  99.5 

:  12,040 

3,  614 

2,060 

.  4,399 

2,758 

!  .  S2.7 

Latvia  ......... 

:  953 

.  411 

:  .  ■  904 

•   ,  ?33 

.613. 

'.83.6 

Esthonia  ........ 

733 

•  229 

:  420 

:  473 

222 

46.9 

Czechoslovakia  ..... 

435  : 

323 

.     •  308 

;  277- 

. ' 14? . 

53.8 

;  248 

!     .  338 

.     •  400 

:  448. 

,591. 

131.9 

Belgium 

.472  ■ 

492; 

.  708 

!  417. 

_  "  227 

54.4 

Ar.stria  .......... 

112 

;  44 

44 

;  34; 

'  "  36 

105.9 

6 

3 

4 

8 

'  J14.3 

Total  10  countries      ;  . 

reporting  for  1931-32; 
Estimate d  world  total,  : 

54,412  : 
"""lib",  802"": 

39,352: 

34,777 

.  43,388: 

31,198 

71.9 

~14~9,962~: 

"l2T,  17~4 

"1537788"; 

Compiled  from  official  soiirces  and  the  International  Institute  of  Agriculture. 
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Flaxsced:     International  trade  of  important  importing  and  exporting 
countries,  /car  beginning  September  1,  1927-20  to 
1930-31 


:        Trade  for  year         :        Trade  in  current  season 

Item  and  country        :  !  with  comparisons  

: 1927-28 ;1928-29: 1929-30:  Sept.  1  tc       ; 1929-30  :  1930-31 

:  1,000  :  1,000  :  1,000  :                ^         :  1,000  :  1,000 

: "bushels  : "bushel s : "bushel s :                         ; "bushels  ; "bushels 

EXPOHTS:                           ■             .              :~           .                         :  : 

Argentina  :  75,736:  75 , 504: 1/43, 119:  Oct .  3  2/        :     3,567  :  6,189 

India  .:     8,031:     7,930:     12,838:  Oct. 3    2j        :        816  :  320 

Canada  :    2,425:     1,685:          41*:  Sept.  31          :        172  ; 

Russia . and  Danub e  s  S3:  47j  75:  Oct .  3  .  76  :  78_ 

Total  above  exports  :  86,325:  86,216:     53;44fi:                         :  4,631  :  6,537 

IMPOSTS: 

United  States  :  13,160:  23,198:     13,249.:  Aug.  31            :  18,249  :  9,927 

Un i t c d  Kingdom  :  14,074:  12,560:      3,014;Aiu:.  51  ;     8,014.  ;  13,057 

Total  2  countries...:  52,234:  55.553:     26,265:  ;  26.265  :  22.934 

Continent              :             :             :               :                       :  : 

Netherlands  :  15,733:  16,638:     10,801: July  31           :     9,765  :  13,381 

Germany  :  17,483:  15,622:      8,933:Aug.  31           :    8,938  :  12,486 

France  :    8,011:     9,023:      7,488: July  31            :     6,447  :  3,345 

Belgium  •     4,666:     5,126:      3,212  :Aug.  31           :     3,212  ;  6,049 

Total  4  countries. .  .  :  45,893:  45,459;     30,439:  :  28,412  ;  40,261 

Total  above  imports.:  78,132:  82,017:     56,752;                  "     :  54,675  :  63,245 


Compiled  from  official  sources  except  as  noted. 

1/  Official  figures  to  June  30,  trade  figures  to  date. 

2J  Trade  figarcs. 


Flaxseed:     Exports  from  Argentina  and  India  in  their  seasons,  1923-1931 


Country 

Year 
beginning 

1928 

'  1929 

'  1930 

Period 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1,000 
bushels 

1,000 
bushel s 

1,000 
bushels 

1,000 
bushel s : 

1,000 
bushel s 

1,000 
bushel s 

Argentina. . . 

Jan.  1 

76,547 

63 , 677 

]/45,422 

Jan.  1  to 
Oct.  3  2/ 

60,867 

59 ,285 

64,697 

India  

Apr.  1 

6,270 

9,926 

10,265 

Oct.  3  3/ 

6 , 618 , 

9,103 

2,810 

Compiled  from  official  sources  except  as  .otherwise  stated. 
If  Official  figures  through  June  30,  trade  figures  to  date. 
2/  Trade  figures. 

3/  Official  figures  tc  July  31,  trade  figures  to  date. 
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Flaxseed:    Monthly  and  weekly  . average.,  price  ■  per  hushel  in  specif  ied 
markets  in  1931  and  corresponding -prices  for  1930 


Month 

Winnipeg 

IT  inn  sap  oil's" '' 

Buenos 

Aires 

:      Ilargin  of  Minneapolis 
:            price  over 

and  . 
week    . . 

ITo. 



,  1 

ri 

w  • 

To. 

Four  per  cent 
'.early  delivery 

-Uinhipeg 

:  Buenos 
Aires 

1930 

1931  * 

."1930 

Tll^l""" 

.•1930  M931  - 

*  X  JO KJ 

.  X  JU  X 

i 

Dolls. 

Dolls . 

;  Cents 

C  ent  s 

:  C  ent  s 

Cents 

,T«a  yi        o  -ir 
i.'6D»  'J 

2.52 
f  2.50  : 

,95  ; 
'.  ."97 

3.08 
;  3.05 

• 

;  1.57 
TT.  56" ' 

1.95  . 

"  Y.  8  .8 

.82 
"  ",34~" 

:  56 

r  55T"" 

:  52 

f"  59 

:  113 

r  ii6~" 

.  75 

:  "yi, 

Ear.  "  i 

2.44 

1.03 

T  in  58 ' " 

'  T.  83"  " 

'"'  "."94  * 

f".48'T 

"' '  5*1  " 

r  no'" 

"~  64  " 

Apr.   "    .  ; 

May    "  : 
June  "  : 
July  "    .  : 

2.43  1 

~~2."lT' 

'  2  ."12  " 
•  jtyQ-  - 

'  r.  04  ~ 

■  T . 06" " 
"  1.07" 
"  "l .  18  1 

7  r>  *Ci  o 

>      C*i  .  V  (J  t 

"  'zXs  ' 

r  ¥.'Yr 

"2,32 

V.1.58 
7T.55* 
V  T.48 
:  . 1,64" 

"L.96  • 
~T.88~ 
"1,79 " 
*  "1.57 

.39 

:"  784" 
""  783  " 
"  792  ' 

:""49; 

r  59r" 
r  54 " " 

.""'5 4  "  "• 

j* '  49"~  " 
f "  41 

■  '  46 

. 

:'  '  "  80  ~ 
:      92  " 
i  "75  T 

:"  "69" 

•  -  7y  - 

•  "  65"  " 
""72 

'  1.62  " 

Y/o4  " 

I  2.00 

V  "1.41 

1.62  r 

! '  .32 

:     38;  •  ' 

.•  37- 

.  "  38"" 

:  _5_9_  _ 

Sept."    ,'  : 

"T.43*": 

"".94  " 

f  iTs  o  • 

':"  1.37" " 

"T.45"" 

.  .  .  4y  *  - 

:     43  '"" 

45 

Hay  -    '  ' j 
1st. week. 

0-,rV          it  . 

(tOSL .  ! 

3rd.  . 
4th. 
Jime  -  : 
1st.  week; 
2nd.     "  : 
ora.  • 
4th.     "  : 

.  2.16  • 
2.17 
2.18  : 

_ 2/19 _ 

2, 16  : 
2.15  ' 
2.13 
2.06 

1.05 
:  1.07 
;  1.07 

1 .04  ■ 
1.04 
1.06 
1.11 

:  2.75 
.  2.71' 
.  2. 'S3 
:  2_.  S5 

:  2.73 
2.81 

•  2.82 
2.66 

• 

1.56 
1.58 
:  1.55 
:'  1.50 

:  1.41 
:•  1.47  • 
:■  1.48 
:  1.53 

1.94 
.  1.91 
.  1.89 
.  1.89  _ 

1.88 
1.-85 
'  1.73 
1.72 

.  .'86 
:  ..85 
i  ■■'  .-35 

:  -  .  ,82  . 
:  .83 
i.  .83 
.88 

:  59. 

54  -  . 
:.  ;.45  ■  • 
::_  46_.  . 

i_  57  . 
t,   -66  • ' 

.6.9.. 
:  60 

;  51 
:.  5-1 
:  .  .48.  .  . 

:  81 
80 
74 

:  70 
:  73 
:  70 

:. ..A3-.  _ 

:  .  37 
:  43 
.  42 
.  42 

.  _76 

:  85 
:  9-6 
:  104. 
:  94 

:  68 

:  59 
:  64 
:  65 
:  65_ 

July  -  : 
1st.  week: 
2nd.  " 
3rd.     "  . 
4th.     "  ; 
5  th.  " 

1.86 
1.74 
1 . 74 
1.82 
1.72 

1.17 
1.17 
1.18 
.  1.20 
.  1.18 

2.48 

.     c  .  Q  J 
,     ^  .  X 

:  2.20 

:  1.62 
;  1.63 
:  1.65 
:  1.G7 
:  1.60 

1.66 
.   1.56  : 
.  1.53 
:  1.57 

1.60 

:  .94 
.98 

•  9? 
L  ,_._9i  ._ 

:  62 
:  oo 
:  47 
:     44  . 
;  48 

:    45  . 
:  46 
;  47 
:    47 . 
:  42 

82  . 
:  83 
;  68 
:  69 
:  _  60_._ 

:  68 
.  65 
;  71 
:  75 

•„  J59.. 

1st .week- 
2nd. :  " 
ora.. 

4th.     "  : 
Sept.  - 
1st. week 
2nd  " 
3rd. '  " 

4  th.  " 

5  th.  " 

1 »  (  2 
,  1.72 
.  1.57 

1.52 

.  1.48 
1.48 
.  1.47 
.  1.36 
:  1.33 

1.04 
:  1.07 
.  1.03 
.  _1.00 

i  .99 
:  .98 
:  .97 
;  .90 
.  .83 

»      O  O 
i      <    «  O 

:  2.11 
:  1.96 
l._9_l_ 

.  1.92 
;  1.97 
.  1.92 
:  1.85 
:  1.32 

:  1 .  4o 
:  1.42 
:  1.41 

L  .1_v3.9„ 

:  1.40 
:  1.38 
:  1.39- 
:  1.33 
:  1.34 

:  1.70 
1.70 
.  1.62 
:  1.57  . 

.  1.52 
.  1.54 
.  1.47 
:  1.35 
:  1.34 

;  .84 
:  .86 
;  .83 
,_80 

.  .77 
;  .74 
.  .73 
:  .68 

•  bo 

:  60- 

;  .39- 
:___3_9;_  _ 

:  44- 

:    49 : 
:    45  ; 
:  49: 
:  43 

:.  39 
.  35 
38 

!.  _3_9...._ 

41 ' , 
:  40 
.  42 
.  43 

51 

:  •  62 
;  ;  41 
: :  34 
:_     54  _ 

: : . . 40 
: .    43  : 
: :  .   45 . 
;:  50 
48  . 

:  59 
;  56 
•  58 
.  59 

63 
64 
.   66  I 
65 

68  '» 

Oct.  - 
1st. week 
2nd. week 

1.30 

:  .83 

:  1.34 
:  1.75 

• 

;  1.28 

•     J,  «  O  *o 
■ 

•  1.51 

.65 

:  54 

:  4§T^ 

.      53  ; 

63- 

'c"o"rapi'led  a*s""f" o'llows":""  Minne'apoli s :  MinneapVliV l)a"iiy  Iiferket  Records,  average  of 
dail^r  prices  weighted  hy  car-lot  sales;  Winnipeg:  Canadian  Grain  Statistics, 
Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and  Conmerce;  Buenos  Aires:  Review  of  the  River 
Plato-monthly  averages,  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce-weekly  averages. 
\J    Hot  available. 
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Flaxseed:    Prico  per  bushel  of  La  Plata  ar.d  Calcutta  flaxseed  at 
Hull,  England,  by  months,  January  1928-3eptember  1931 


Item 

and 

:  Jan. 

Feb. 

:  I  lar  • 

:  Apr . 

:  May 

June 

July 

:  Aug . 

: Sept. 

Oct. 

.  Nov. 

Dec . 

year 

!  Dol- 

:  Dol- 

: Dol- 

Dol- 

:  Dol- 

.  Dol- 

Dol- 

: Dcl- 

Dol- 

.  Dol- 

Dol- 

: Dol- 

: lars 

lars 

:  laps 

:  lars 

:  lars 

lars 

lars 

lars 

'  1^5 

lars 

lars 

lars 

La  Plata 

flaxseed!  : 

1928  . 

.  1.85 

1.84 

:  1.88 

1.84 

.  1.97 

1.92 

1.91 

1.88 

1.86 

1.94! 

1.96 

1.83 

1929  . 

1.90 

1  •  ^  t5 

1.92 

1.93 

1.91 

1.90 

1    r  1 

.  2.80 

2.60 

2.31 

£j  •  GO 

1930  . 

•   o  ©  o 

2.12 

2.06: 

2.19 

2.13 

2.02 

1 . 84 

1.91 

:  1.72 

1.48: 

1.26 

1.14 

1931  . 

1.02: 

1.09 

1,14 

1.09 

1.04 

.98 

1.10 

1.00 

.89 

Calcutta 

flaxseed 

1928  .  • 

2.12: 

2.10 

2 . 12 : 

2.20  . 

.  i^i) : 

2.16 

2.16 

2.16 

2.19 

2 .  do 

2.31 

2  •  <3  «5 

1929  . 

C  •  O  6  < 

2.52: 

2.25: 

2,19: 

2.15: 

2.11 

2.51 

2.85 

2.89  : 

2.80: 

2.77 

1930  . 

2.58: 

2.20  • 

2.33 

2.27 

2.20 

2.01 

2.15 

1.95 

1 . 74  ■ 

1.57 

1.55 

1931  . 

1.44  s 

%] 

1/  • 

U  ■■ 

1.25: 

1.22 

1.31 

i.a- 

1.12 

Compiled  from  "Oil,  Paint  and  Drug  Reporter"  and  "The  London  Grain,  Seed  and  Oil 
Reporter".    Monthly  prices  are  a  simple  average  of  all  daily  prices.  Daily 
prices  are  official  quotations  cabled  to  Lew  York  each  day  and  represent  the 
price  u.t  the  close  of  the  market.    For  prices  from  January  1922-December  1927  sec 
"World  Flaxseed  Prospects",  dated  August  21,  1930. 

1/  Hot  'available. 


Flaxseed:    Price  per  bushel  of  "Bold  Bombay"  at  Bombay,  by  months, 

J ~ nu . » ry  1 9  2 8  - 1 a: g us  t  -1901  • 


Year 

Jan. 

Feb . 

I.Iar. 

•  Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept . 

Oct. 

Nov. 

.  Dec . 

Dol- 

Dol- 

Dol- 

Dol-: 

Dol- 

Dol- 

Dol-: 

Dol- 

Dol- 

Dol- 

Dol- 

Dol- 

lars 

lars 

lars 

lars 

lars 

lars 

lars  : 

lars 

lars 

lars 

lars 

,  lars 

1928  . 

.  1.67 

1.83 

•  1.56 

1.88  • 

1.95 

:  1.91 

1.99  • 

1.85 

1.S7 

1.98 

1.96 

:  1.97 

1929  . 

:  1.98 

2.04 

:  2.02 

1.99 

1.94 

1.93 

.  2.11 

2.22 

2.51 

2.50 

:  2.37 

1930  . 

:  2.29 

.  2.16 

•  2.07 

2.11 

2.09 

.  2.00 

1/L .  84  • 

1.95 

1 . 83 

1/1.60 

a/i.  42 

:2/i .  52 

1951  . 

.    x  .  X 

O/L.35 

•2/1.37 

2/1.51 

1.19 

:  1.15 

1.20 

1.09 

Compiled  from  "Indian  Trade  Jox 

see  "'world  Flaxseed  Prospects"  dated  August  21,  1930. 
\J  Three  weekly  quotations  only. 
2/  Two  weekly  quotations  only. 


rnal" .     For  prices  from  June  1922-Decembor  1927 
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WORLD  FLAXSEED  PROSPECTS  C.  8,  Def»wi*»t  m  AfnouUnr- 


Production  of  flaxseed  in  the  United  States  is  now  es'timate&Va~fr^--'~  ■■ 
11,314,000  bushels  compared  with  the  October  forecast  of  11,474,000  bushels 
and  21,369,000  bushels  harvested  in  1930.     This  year  the  indicated  yield 
per  acre  of  5.6  bushels  is  the  lowest  on  record.     Tne  heat  and  drought  of  the 
spring  and  summer,  especially  in  the  Dalcotas  and  Montana,  damaged  the  crop 
to  such  an  extent  that  the  quality  is  reported  as  81.3  per  cent  or  8  per 
cent  below  the  10-year  average.     The  earlier  acreage  estimate  of  3,132,000 
acres  remains  unchanged.     Canada,  on  the  other  hand,  has  increased  her  earlier 
estimates  of  flaxseed  acreage  and  production.     The  acreage  is  now  estimated 
at  627,785  acres  compared  with  the  September  estimate  of  599,400  acres  and 
581,800  acres  harvested  last  year.     The  production  is  now  estimated  at 
2,847,000  bushels  against  the  preliminary  forecast  of  2,758,000  bushels  and 
4,399,000  bushels  harvested  last  year.     In  Argentina  weather  conditions 
generally  continue  to  be  favorable  for  flaxseed  although  frosts  and  heavy 
rains  have  been  reported  in  some  sections.    At  present,  prospects  are  for  a 
plentiful  yield  from  a  record  acreage.    According  to  the  third  official  esti- 
mate 3,639,975  acres  have  been  planted  to  flaxseed  compared  with  the  second 
estimate  of  8,344,567  acres  and  7,262,000  acres  harvested  last  year.  Official 
figures  for  estimated  production  are  not  available  at  present,  but  trade 
estimates  place  the  crop  at  more  than  80,000,000  bushels  this  year.  Reports 
from  India  state  that  a  full  acreage  will  probably  be  sown  to  flaxseed  this 
season  since  weather  conditions  have  been  generally  good  and  recent  rains 
have  provided  an  ample  supply  of  moisture  for  the  soil. 


*6 


The  trend  of  flaxseed  prices  has  continued  upward  in  the  three  leading 
world  markets,  Minneapolis,  Winnipeg,  and  Suenos  Aires.     This  upward  move- 
ment in  prices  is  due  largely  to  the  increased  trade  in  linseed  cakes  on  the 
Continent,  although  the  steady  diminishing  of  stocks  of  seed  on  tne  Continent 
and  the  indications  that  fresh  supplies  are  becoming  less  plentiful  are 
undoubtedly  contributing  factors.     The  weekly  average  price  per  bushel  of 
flaxseed  in  Minneapolis  increased  from  $1.33  per  bushel  for  the  third  week 
in  October  to  $1.49  for  the  third  week  in  November.    Prices  of  flaxseed  in 
Winnipeg  showed  a  similar  trend  advancing  from  82  cents  per  bushel,  the 
average  for  the  second  week  in  October,  to  98  cents  for  the  first  week  in 
November.    Nearby  futures  in  Buenos  Aires  showed  a  like  advance  from  68  cents 
per  bushel,  the  second  week  in  October,  to  75  cents  for  the  second  week  in 
November.    The  margin  of  the  Minneapolis  price  over  that  of  Winnipeg  averages 
47  cents  for  the  first  week  in  November.    For  the  second  week  in  November  the 
spread  between  the  Minneapolis  price  and  the  price  at  Buenos  Aires  was  74 
cents.    For  tne  month  of '  October  the  average  price  per  bushel  in  Minneapolis 
was  $1.32  compared  with  $1.80  for  the  same  month  last  year  and  $1.37  for  the 
month  of  September  this  year.    The  average  price  at  Winnipeg  for  last  month 
was  89  cents  against  $1.29  for  the  month  of  October  last  year  and  94  cents 
for  September  of  the  present  year.    The  average  price  of  flaxseed  in  Buenos 
Aires  for  October  is  not  available,  but  it  will  be  somewhat  below  the 
September  average  of  71  cents  per  bushel. 
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Shipments  of  flaxseed  from  Argentina  continue  on  a  comparatively  large 
scale.    According,  to  trade  reports  12,795,000  bushels  have  been  exported 
from  September  1  to  November  7  of  the  present  year  compared  with  6,259,000 
bushels  for  the  same  period  last  year,  or  approximately  twice  the  amount. 
From  January  1  to  November  7,  1931  the  total  exports  from  Argentina  were 
71,303,000  bushels  against  41,978,000  bushels  for  the  corresponding  period 
last  year.     Shipments  from  India,  on  the  other  hand,  continue  on  a  very 
small  scale.    Irom  the  beginning  of  the  Indian  export  season  on  April  1  to 
November  7,  India  shipped  3,312,000  bushels  or  about  one- third  of  last  year's 
shipment  of  9,375,000  bushels  for  the  corresponding  months. 

The  total,  imports  into  the  United  States  and  the  United  Kingdom  daring 
September  of  this  year  were  approximately  five  times  larger  than  the  receipts 
for  the  same  month  last  year.     In  the  United  States  2,469,000  bushels  were 
imported  this  September  against  59,000  bushels  last  September.     Imports  into 
the  United  Kingdom  in  September  this  year  were  1,099,000  bushels  compared 
with  725,000  bushels  during  the-  previous  September.    Netherlands  and  C-ermany 
both  increased  their  imports  of  flaxseed  this  September.    Netherlands  import- 
ed 1,268,000  bushels  against  327,000  bushels  last  September  or  about  four 
times  more.     Germany  increased  her  imports  from  663,000  bushels  during  Sep- 
tember 1  as t  year  to  745, OuO  bushels  for  the  same  month  this  year. 

Commprcial  stocks  of  flaxseed  in  the  United  States  for  the  week  ended 
November  21  were  1,840,000  bushels  compared  with  1,604,000  bushels  for  the  . 
corresponding  week  last  year  and  854,000  bushels  in  1929.     Stocks  in  store  in 
the  Western  Grain  Inspection  Division'  of  Canada  on  November  13  were  1,566,735 
bushels  against  2,121,975  bushels  last  year. 

The  amount  of  flaxseed  consumed  in  crushings  in  the  United  States  for 
the  quarter  ended  September  30,  1931  shows  somewhat  of  an  increase  over  last 
year,  but  was  still  approximately  1,000,000  bushels  less  than  the  average  for 
the  five  previous  years.    During  the  three  months  from  June  30  to  September 
30  of  this  year  7,610,000  bushels  of  flaxseed  were  crashed  compared  with 
5,887,000  bushels  for  the  some  quarter  last  year  and  7,205,000  bushels  during 
the  second  quarter  of  this  year,  according  to  the  Department  of  Commerce; 
The  consumption  of  linseed  oil  during  the  third  quarter  ox  this  year  was 
70,504,000  pounds  compared  with  81,005,000  pounds  during  the  same  period  last 
year  and  95, 544, 0^0  pounds  .'for  the  second  quarter  of  this  year.     The  increased 
crushings  of  flaxseed  together  with  lower  consumption  of  linseed  oil  during 
the  third  quarter  of  1931,  resulted  in  a  marked  increase  in  linseed  oil 
stocks  on  September  30  compared  with  June  30.    Usually  stocks  of  linseed  oil 
decline  during  the  third  quarter  of  the  year.     Commercial  stocks  of  linseed 
oil  in  the  United  States  on  September  30  of  this  year  were  107,507,923  pounds 
against  83,942,776  pounds  on  the  corresponding  date  last  year  and  78,199,811 
pounds  at  the  end  of  the  second  quarter  of  this  year. 
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-    Acreage  in  countries  reporting  for  1931-32,  average  1909-10 
to  1913-14,  annual  1928-29  to  1931-32 


:  Average 

Percent 

:.ge 

ijO  un  x-  ry 

. ibuy-iu  to 

•  iy<Jo— <rfy 

:  1929-30 

: lyoo— 31 

: 19ol-32 

:  iyol-o2 

is 

 —  

•        T  Ol  'X    1  A 

.      1  y±o—  JL-*fc 

-i  OTA 

oi  i  yoo- 

-ol 

:  1,000 

'  1,000 

:  1 

,000 

_  .  

•  1,000 

:  1,000 

Per 

:  acres 

acres 

:  a 

cres 

:  acres 

:  acres 

cent 

T  T  v\  "i    4*  ^             w  ^4*        \-  r~  r-i 

•         OA  n  A 
<d ,  490 

«~)  run 

:  3 

,050 

:  3,by^ 

OA  O 

64.  o 

Argentina,  revised... 

4,113 

6 ,  568 

5 

,231 

<  ,2b<s 

I    o ,  b  4MJ 

•         1  "1  A  A 

.  iiy.o 

Hussia,  revised  

o ,  loo 

yl    or?  c 

4,«d/75 

:  4,885 

;  5,553 

;    (  ,  r oo 

►         1  T  O  T 

:     o , bio 

:  3,311 

,  o 

,109. 

O  OAn 

*7  Aon 

1U  i  .  o 

.          i    A  T  cr 

:  1,035 

37  8 

382 

■              C  OO 

:  582 

:  628 

■       n  Ar*  O 

:    10  < .  y 

•                 1  AH 

:  14o 

213 

HA/1 

:  204 

:  124 

60.  8 

T    r~   4-  Jr  ^. 

:  162 

• 

:  170 

138 

128 

:  104 

:  81.3 

:  18 

:  43 

42 

58 

67 

115.5 

135 

83 

79 

:  80 

45 

56.3 

TT   

:  8 

7 

12 

36 

:  44 

122.2 

:  49 

59 

68  • 

:  56 

:  .  .  36 

64.3 

C zechoslova.:ia,  rev.. 

:  61 

:     .  50 

47 

31 

23 

74.2 

Tl  "i 

:  43 

44 

28 

24 

24 

100.0 

i  iT  <~\  4"  L*H  ■  -  "v»  1  *-i  W 

•  TT 

:  33 

39  : 

47 

TO" 

3  / 

,  16 

/IT  O 

4^5  .  ,d 

•  TO 

:  32 

t  "i 

31  : 

34 

1  7 

!          1 7 

1  AA  A 

100  .0 

It: 

12 

~\  A. 
It: 

in 

1U 

7T  4 

•            (  J.  •  T: 

Austria   

13 

12 

12  . 

8  : 

8 

100.0 

53 

•        37  : 

34 

29 

7 

24.1 

:  8 

:  7 

5 

1/ 

5  : 

2/ 

6  ' 

6 

4  ! 

3 

75.1 

:  1 

;  1 

1  : 

1 

1  : 

100.0 

Total  21  countries 

reporting  for 

1931-32   

:  15,392 

18,009 

17,435  : 

20,618  : 

23,689 

114.9 

Estimated  world 

:  15,892 

19,028 

20,050  : 

21,480  : 

Compiled  from  official  sources  and  the  International  Institute  of  Agriculture. 

l/  ITot  available. 

2/  Less  than  1,000  acres. 
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Flaxseed:    Production  in  countries  reporting  for  1931-32,  average 
1909-10  to : 1913-14,  annual .1926-29  to  1931-32 


Country 

'Average 
1909-10 

to 
1913-14 

:1928-29 

:  1929-30 

{1930-31 

:  1951-32 

:Porc ont- 

:  ag© 
:1931-32 
:  is  of 
:1930-31 

United  States,  revised  ..... 

Canada,  revised  

Latvia,  revised  ............ 

1L  3  1 1*1  Gil 1  Cv  ao«eooa*«o«4«»>»e*««! 

Total  10  countries  re-  : 
porting  for  1931-32  .... 

Estimated  world  total  . . .  : 

,  1,000  . 
bushels 

:  1,000. 
-  "bushels 

:  1,000 
.bushels 

■  1,000  _ 
bushels 

:  1,000  , 
;  "bushels 

For 
:  cent 

19,543 
19,870 
12,040 

953. 
733 
435 
248 
472 
112 
6 

!  19,928 
13,920 
3,614 
411 
229 
:  323 
388 
:  492- 
:  44 
:  3. 

:  17,049 
.  12,880 
:  2,060 
:  904 
i  420. 
:  308 
400 
!  708 
:  44 
:  4 

.  21,400 
15,200 
4,399 
:  733 
473 
'.  169 
448 
.      .  417 
:     .  34 
7 

:  11,314 
•  15,120 
:  2,847 

:      '  582 
:    .  222 
:  128 
734 
227- 
:  32- 
:           8 : 

:  52.9 
99.5 
64.7 

:  79.4 
46.9  ' 
75.7 
163.8 
54.4 
94.1 
114.3 

54,412. 
110,802 

39,352 

34,777: 

43,280 

31,214: 

72.1 

149,952: 

121,174- 

153,788: 

Institute  cf  Agriculture 
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Flaxseed:    International  trade  of  important  importing  and  exporting 
countries,  year  beginning  September  1,  1927-28  to  1930-31 


Item  and  country 

!       Trade  for  year 

Trade  in  current  season 
w i  th  c  omp  ar is  ons 

:  19 27 -28 

1928-29 

•1929-30 

Sept.    1  to  ■ 

1929-30 

1930-31 

EXPORTS : 

:  1,000 
bushels 

1,000 
bushels 

.  76,504 
7,980 
1,685 

47 

:  1,000 
bushels 

.1/43, 119 

:  12,836' 
:  415 
76 

> 

:  Nov.  7  ZJ 
Nov,  7  zj 

.  Sept.  30 
Nov .  V 

1,000  • 
bushels 

1,000 
bjushels 

:  12,795 
;  816 

L_  .  78 

75,7.86 
8,031: 
2,425 

83 

:  6,259 
T,304 
172 

:  76 

Russia  and  Danube  ... 
Total  above  exports 
IMPORTS : 

86,325 

86^216 

•  55,446 

!  Sept.'  30 
:  Sept.'  30 

7,811 

13,689 

18,160 
14,074 

23,198 
,  12,350 

:  18,249 
:  8.014 

i  59 
725 

:  2,469 
1,099 

United  Kingdom   

Total  2  countries  . 
Continent 

o2,234 

35,558 

26 ,253 

784 

3  ,008 

15,733 
17,488 
.  ^8,011 
.  4,656 

16,588 
15,622 
9,023 
5.126 

10,801 
:  8,988 
.  7,488 
;  3,212 

•  Sept."  50  ': 
Sept .  30 

:  327 
!     '  663* 

1,268 
745 

Germany  .............. 

France  .............. 

Belgium                     •  ■ 

Total  4  countries  . 

Total  above  imports 

.45,598 
.  78,132 

4-5,459 
:  82,017 

L  50.489 

"  55,752 

Compiled  from  official  sources  except  as  noted. 

ij  Official  figures  to  June  30,  trade  figures  to  date 

2/  Trade  figures. 


Flaxseed:    Exports  from  Argentina  and  India  in  their  seasons,  1928-1951 


Country  : 

Year  '! 
beginning' 

1928 

1929 

19  50 

Period 

1929 

:  1930 

:  1931 

1,000 
bushels 

1,000 
bushels 

;  1,000 
bushels 

1,000 

bushels 

.  1,000 
: bushels 

:  1,000 
•bushels 

Argentina  . i 
India  ..... 

Jan.  1 
•  Apr.  1 

76,547 
6,27C 

.  63,677 
9,926 

1/45,422 
:  10,265 

'  Jan.  1  to- 
l:ov.  7  zj 
•Apr.  1  to. 
NOV.  7  3/ 

62,698 
.  8,303' 

:  41,978 
•  9,375- 

71,303 
3,312 

Compiled  from  official  sources  except  as  otherwise  stated, 

l/  Official  figures  through  June  30,  trade  figures  to  date. 
Zj  Trade  figures. 

3/  Official  figures  to  August  31,  trade  figures  to  date. 
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Flaxseed:    Average  price  per  .bushel  in  specified  markets, 
monthly  and  weekly,  1950  and  1951 


Month  ■ 

'  Y/innipcg 

[  Minneapolis 

| Buenos 

Aires 

:      Margin  of  Minneapolis 
:            price  over 

amd  • 
week.  : 

'Ho.  1  1 

t  -  n 

•  Vjri 

is  u 

i 

1  X 

:  4  per  cent 
: early  deliver:/ 

:-  Winnipeg 

ris3jT7 

:  1951 

;  1930 

:  1951 

:  1930 

t  19,51. 

:  1950 

:  1951 

:  1930 

:  1951 

'Dolls.. 

:  Dolls . 

;Dolls. 

;Dolls. 

:Dolls.' 

:Dolls. 

:'  Cents 

:  Cents 

:  Cents 

:  Cents 

J       •     •  o  t  b  o 

2.52- 

:  ..95 

:  5-.08 

:  1.57 : 

:  1.95 

:  .82 

:  56 

:  62 

:.  113 

:  75 

Feb.  ..... 

2*50 

!  .97 

:  5.~05  ' 

:  1.56 

:  1.88  ' 

:  .84 

:.  55 

:  59 

:  .116 

:  72 

liar .  ..... 

,_2.44. 

1.03- 

:  2.92 

:  1.58' 

:  1.83 

:  .94 

:  48 

:  51 

:  110 

:  64 

Apr.  ..... 

2.45""" 

!  1.04 

:  2.92 

:  1.58  : 

:  1.96- 

:     .89  ■ 

:  49 

:  54 

:  96 

:  69 

May  .«.••■* 

2.19 

1.06 

.  2.68 

:  1.55 

:  1.88 

:  .84 

:  4-9 

:  49 

:  80 

:  71 

June  . . . i . 

2.12  ■■ 

:  1.07 

2.71 

:  1.4-8  ' 

:  1.79 

:  .83 

:  59 

:  41 

:  92 

:  65 

July  ...... 

1.78  ' 

1.18  ; 

!  2.-52 

:  1.64' 

:  1.57 

:  .92 

:  .  54 

:  46 

:  75 

:  72 

Aug. 

1.62  ■ 

1.04 

:  2.00 

:  1.41 ' 

:  1.62 

:  -.82 

:  58 

:  37 

:  38 

:  59 

1.45  ; 

.  .94... 

>  1.90 

:  1.57 

:  1.45 

:  ".71 

:  47 

:  43 

:  45 

:  66 

0c  t  %   a  <t « •  • 

1.29  7 

•  .89 

:  1.80 

:  1.52 

.  1  pp> 
,  j- .  t~,  0 

:  1/ 

:  51 

:  43 

:  55 

June  -  : 
1st  week-  : 
2nd    "    .  • 
3rd  " 

4th    "  '  .. 

2.16 
2.15  • 
2.13  ' 

2.06  ■: 

1.04  • 
1.04 
1.05 
.1.11 

.  2.73 
:  2.81 
•  2.82' 
!  2.66 

:  1.41 
:  1.47  ■ 
1.48 
1.53  ' 

:  1.88 
:  1.85 
:  1.78 
:  1.72 

.82 

::  .83 
:";  .63 
:     •  88 

:  .  57 
:  '.  6  6 
:  '.  69 
:  .  60 

37  . 
:    43  . 
:  42 
:  42 

:  '85 
:  96 
:  104 
:  94 

:  59 
:  64 
:  65 
:  65 

July  - 
1st  week  • 
2nd    «  : 
3rd    "  : 
4th    "  : 
5th    "  : 

1.86  : 
1.74 
1.74 
1.82  . 
1.72  : 

1.17 
1.17 
1.18 
1.20 
1.18 

■  2.48 
2 .  (39 
2.21 
2.26  . 
2.20  - 

1.62 
1.63 
1 . 65 
1.67 
1.60 

1 . 66 
1.56 
1.53 
1.57 
;  1.60  _ 

:'  .94 
;  .98 
:  \94 
:  .92 
.91 

:  '62 
:    65  . 
!  47 
:  44 
48 

:  45 
:  46 

:  47 
:  47 
:  42 

:  -82 
:  83 
:  .68 
:  69 
60 

:  68 
:  65 
:  71 
:  75 
:  69 

Aug.  -  : 

1st  week  : 
2nd  "  ! 
3rd  »'•  : 
4  th    "  j 

1.72  • 
1.72  • 
1.57 

;.1a52_i 

1.04 
1.07 
1.03 

*  2  •  32 
2  •  1.1 
1.96 
1.91 

1.43 
1.42  ! 
1.41 
1.39 

1.70 
1.70 
1.62 
1.57 

.84  i 

.  •  •86  ■! 
•  83  ! 
.SO 

60 
 39' 

59  . 
 59  _. 

:  59 
:  55 
:  58 
39  • 

62 
-  41 
r  34 

54 

:  59 
.  56 
58 
59 

Sept.  -  : 

1st  week  : 
2nd  ».  ! 
3rd  "  : 
4th  » •  ; 
5th    »'.  ! 

1.48 
.1.46 
1.47  : 
1.36  • 
1.55  : 

.99 

.98'  • 
.97'  : 
..  .90 
.__  «85:  : 

1.92 
1.97  : 
1.92 
1.85  : 
1.82  : 

1.40  ' 
1.58 
1.39  . 
3L.335  • 
1.34  : 

1.52  . 
1.54  : 
1.47  : 
1.35  : 
1 . 34  : 

.77  : 
.74  : 
.73  ; 
.68  : 
•  60  : 

44  : 
49.  : 

45  ! 
49.  : 
49  ! 

41  ! 

40  : 

42  : 
45  : 
51  : 

40  : 
43  : 
.45  : 
50  : 
48  j 

63 
64 
66 
65 
68 

Oct.  •  i 
1st  week  : 
2nd  "  : 
3rd    "  ) 

4  th     "  ! 

1.30  : 
1.50 
1.28  : 
1.25  ; 

.83:  : 
•  82-:  ! 
.84-  ! 
.88  ; 

1.84  : 
1.75  : 
1.72  : 
1.75  : 

1.28  : 
1.32  : 
1.35  : 
1.37  : 

1.31  : 
1.30  : 
1 . 28  i 
1.24  : 

.65  : 
.68  : 
.69  : 
.74  : 

54.  : 
45  : 
44  ; 
52  : 

45  : 
50  : 
49  : 
49  : 

53  : 
45  : 
44  : 
51  : 

65 
64" 

64.;  i 

63 

ITov .  -  ! 
1st  week  : 
2nd  "  ! 
3rd  " 

1.12  : 
1.02  : 
1.02  ; 

.98 

1.68  : 
1.62  : 
1.60  : 

1.45  : 
1.49  : 
1.49  : 

1.12  : 
1.04  : 
1.02  : 

.74  : 
.75  : 

56  : 
60  : 
56  : 

47  : 

56  : 
56  : 
56  : 

71  ^ 

74 

Compiled  as  follows:    Minneapolis:    Minneapolis  Daily  Market  Records,  averse  of 
daily  prices  weigh tod  by  car-lot  sales;  Winnipeg :    Canadian  Grain  Statistics, 
Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and  Corar.erca ;  Buenos  Aires:    Review  of  the  River 
Plate  -  monthly  averages,  Nsw  York  Journal  of  Commerce  -  weekly  averagos. 
l/  Hot  available. 
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Flaxseed: 


Price  per  busliol  of  La  Plata  and  Calcutta  at  Hull,  England, 
by  months,  January  1928-October  1931 


Kind 

and 

,  J  an* 

Feb. 

[sr. 

•Apr. 

May 

:June 

:July 

:Aug. 

Sept . : 

Oct. 

:  ITov . 

Dec. 

year 

Dolls. 

Dolls. 

i  Soils. 



Dolls. 



.Dolls* 

Dolls. 

:Bolls. 

Dolls. 

.Dolls.: 

Dolls. 

Dolls. 

Dolls . 

La  Plata 

flaxseed 

1928  . 

:  1.85 

1.64 

:  1.68 

1.84 

1.97 

,  1.92 

1.91 

•  1.88 

1.86: 

1.94 

:  1.96 

1.83 

1929  . 

:  1.90 

1.95 

:  1.92 

•  1.95 

1.91 

1.90 

:  2.41 

:  2.80: 

2.60 

i  2.51 

2.33 

1950  . 

.  2.22 

!  2.12 

:  2.06 

.  2.19- 

2.13 

2.02 

1.84 

.  1.91 

1.72: 

1.48 

1.26 

1.14 

19  31  . 

,  1.02 

!  1.09 

:  1.14 

1.09 

1.04 

:  .98 

1.10 

1.00 

.89  : 

-.86 

Calcutta 

flaxseed 

1928  . 

,  2.12 

.  2.10 

:  2.12- 

2.20; 

2.25 

2.18 

2.16 

2.16 

:  2.19: 

2.26 

:  2.51 

2.33 

1929  . 

!  2.52 

:  2.25 

2.19- 

2.1C 

2.11 

2.45 

2.51 

2.85: 

2.89 

:  2.80: 

2.77 

1950  . 

:  2.58- 

2.54 

:  2.20 

2  .  5c> 

2.27  * 

2.20 

!  2.01 

,  2. 15 

1.95: 

1.74 

1.57 

1.55 

1951  . 

1.44 

V 

:  11 

1/ 

1.26 

1.22 

1.31 

1.24 

1.12: 

1.05 

Compiled  from  "Oil. 


Reporter"  •  Monthly 
pricos  are  official 


'aint  and  Drug  Reporter"  and  "The  London  Grain,  Seed  and  Oil 
prices  are  a  s  implo  average  of  all  daily  prices.  Daily 
quotations  cabled  to  How  Yorh  each  day  and  represent  the 
price  at  the  clos^  of  the  rnarhet.    For  prices  from  January  1922-Dcccmbor  1927 
"7/orld  Flaxseed  Prospects",  dated  August  21,  1930. 
l/  Not  available. 


see 


Flaxseed:    Price  per  bushel  of  ''Bold  Bombay"  at  Dombay,  by  months, 

January  1920-Septomb jr  1931 


Year  . 

J  oi.il « 

:Fcb. 

.Hay 

:June 

July 

:Aug. 

•                    «  • 

:3opt. :0ct.  :Fov. 

:Doc . 

Dolls. 

:  Pol  Is. 

Dolls.:Dolls. 

Doll s_. 

Dolls. 

Dolls, 

:  Dolls.:  jolls.:Dolls  »•  Dolls. 

:Dolls 

19 2  8  •  • « 

1.87 

:  1.G3 

1 . o 6 s  l.oo 

1.95 

•  1.91 

1.99 

:  1.86 

:  1.67:  1.98:  1.96 

:  1.97 

1929  ... 

1.98 

:  2.04 

,  2.02:  1.99 

•  1.9-1- 

:  1.95 

2.11 

:    £  •  *C£ 

:  2.51:  2.50:  2.41 

:  2.37 

1930  . . . 

.  2.29 

:  2.16 

:  2.07:  2.11 

:  2.09 

2.00 

JLl.84 

:  1.95 

:  1.85:1/1.60  a/1. 42 

:2/l .  32 

Id  31  • • • 

1.21 

a/i-35 

2/1.57  :l/L. 31 

1.19 

1.15 

•  1.20 

:  1.09 

:     .97:  : 

Compiled  from  "Indian  Trade  Journal".    For  prices 
sec  ""Vorld  Flaxseed  Prospects"  dated  August  21,  1950 
l/  Three  weekly  quotations  only. 
2/  Tv/o  weekly  quotations  only. 


rem  June  1922-December  1927 


0 


LIBR 


A  R  Y 


1  j 


ui:iTi:D  states  depa^t^t  of  ag&iculturi 

Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
Washington 


R  E  C  E 


,932  * 

of  kgncaLm* 
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recemaer  29,  1931 


•<0RLr  FLAXSEED  PROSPECTS 


Present  indications  are  that  the  world  crop  of  flaxseed  in  the  1931-32 
season  will  be  less  than  the  crop  of  last  year  "/hen  153,788,000  bushels  were 
harvested.    Estimates  of  the  crop  from  the  14  countries  which  have  reported 
to  date  total  128,220,000  bushels  compared  with  138,900,000  bushels  last  year. 
Every  lar_e  flax  producing  country  reporting  to  date  shows  a  decrease  in 
production  with  the  exception  of  Argentina  and  Uruguay.    According  to  the 
official  estimate  the  Argentine  crop  this  year  will  be  82,672,000  bushels, 
exceeding  last  year's  large  crop  by  approximately  12,400,000  bushels,  leather 
conditions  in  Argentina,  on  the  whole,  have  favored  a  high  yield  from  a 
record  acreage.     Frosts  have'  been  reported  in  some  sections,  but  apparently 
did  little  damage  to  the  flaxseed  crop.     However,  during  the  past  few  weeks 
heavy  rains  have  been  general  over  practically  the  whole  of  the  flax  growing 
area.     The  rainfall,  if  not  actually  lowering  the  grade  of  the  crop,  has 
undoubtedly  delayed  harvesting  operations.    According  to  a  cable  from  Argentina 
dated  December  19,  damage  has  been  caused  to  flaxseed  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  Province  of  Buenos  Aires  and  some  damage  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
Province  of  Santa  3fe  by  an  insect  pest  which  is  injurious  both  to  the  root 
and  fibre  of  the  plant.    Reports  indicate  another  heavy  yield  of  flaxseed  in 
Uruguay  this  year.    The  weather  was  exce  rbionally  favorable  and  the  seed  Was 
sown  under  excellent  conditions.     The  area  planted  to  flaxseed  in  Uruguay  is 
forecasted  at  606,000  acres  against  402,000  acres  last  year. 

Production  of  flaxseed  in  the  United  States  is  now  estimated  at 
11,018,000  bushels  compared  with  last  year's  final  estimate  of  21,240,000 
bushels  and  15,910,000  bushels  harvested  in  1929.     The  heat  and  drought  of  the 
past  spring  and  summer  damaged  the  crop  to  such  an  extent  that  in  the  Dalcotas 
and  Montana  only  about  one-half  of  the  planted  area  was  harvested.  Weather 
conditions  were  also  responsible  for  the  average  yield  of  only  4.8  bushels  per 
acre  for  the  country  as  a  whole  compared  with  5.7  bushels  in  1930  and  5.2 
bushels  in  1929.     The  acreage  for "1931  is  now  estimated  at  2,313,000  acres 
against  the  revised  estimate  of  3,732,000  acres  last  season  and  3,047,000  acres 
in  1929.     The  Canadian  flaxseed  crop,  which  was  also  affected  by  the  drought 
last  summer,  will  be  about  1,500,000  bushels  less  than  last  year  according  to 
the  latest  estimate,  despite  the  fact  that  the  acreage  seeded  to  flax  this 
year  was  620,000  acres  against  582,000  acres  last  year.    Reports  from  India 
continue  to  oe  favorable.     In  both  the  Central  Provinces  and  the 'United 
Provinces  the  prospects  for  the  flaxseed  crop  are  good.    Poland  and  Lithuania, 
each  shows  a  decrease  this  year  of  approximately  400,000  bushels  in  the  pro- 
duction of  flaxseed.     Russia  is  the  only  lar^e  flax  producing  country  for  which 
no  estimate  of  production  is  available.     The  area  planted  to  flaxseed  in  the 
1951-32  season  is  estimated  at  7,735,000  acres  exceeding  last  season's  acreage 
by  approximately  2,200,000  acres.    This  year  showed  one-fifth  more  acres  of 
flaxseed  sown  than  was  allotted  in  the  plan. 

The  tendency  of  the  flaxseed  market  is  downward.    Flaxseed" prices  are 
apparently  under  the  influence  of  wheat  fluctuations.     The  downward  trend, 
however,  is  further  augmented  by  the  poor  sale  of  linseed  cakes  on  the 
Continent  due  to  the  cheapness  and  abundance  of  corn  and  the  poor  demand  for 
linseed  oil.     The  consumption  of  linseed  oil  in  the  United  States,  which  is 
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largely  dependent  on  building  activity,  continues  at  a  low  level  on  account  of 
the  continued  decline  in  building  operations. 

The  decline  in  prices  during  the  past  month  was  greater  in  Winnipeg 
and  Buenos  Aires  than  in  Minneapolis.     The.-. weekly  average  price  per  bushel 
of  flaxseed  in  Minneapolis  decreased  from  $1.49  per  bushel  for  the  third 
week  in  November  to  $1.43  for  the  third  week  in  December.  Prices  of  flaxseed 
in  Winnipeg  showed  a -similar  trend  declining  from  35  cents  per  bushel,  the 
average  for  the  third  week  in  November,   to  81.  cents  for  the  second  week  in 
December.    Nearby  futures  in  Buenos  Aires  showed  a  like  decline  from  73  cents 
per  bushel,  the  third  week  in  November,  to  61- -cents  for  the  third  week  in 
December.    The  margin  of  the  Minneapolis  ..qriee .  over  -  that  of  Winnipeg  averages 
64  cents  for  the  second  week  in  December*    for  the  third  week  in  December  the 
spread  between  the  Minneapolis  price  and  the  price  at  Buenos  Aires  was  82 
cents.     The. weekly  average  price  per  bushel  of  flaxseed  in  Winnipeg  and  Buenos 
Aires  is  based  upon  the  current  rate  of  exchange,    for  the  month  of  November 
the  average  price  per  bushel  in  Minneapolis  was  $1.46  compared  with  $1.65  for 
the  seme  month  last  year  and  $1.32  for  the  month  of  October  this  year.  The 
average  price  at  Winnipeg  for  lest  month  was  94  cents  against  $1.05  for  the 
month  of  November  last  year  and  39  cents  for  October  of  the  present  year.  The 
average  price  of  flaxseed  in  Buenos  Aires  for  November  is  not  available. 

;  Shipments  of  flaxseed  from  Argentina  are  comparatively  large  for  the 
time  of  year.     According  to  trade  reports  16 , 066 ,000. bushel s  have  been  exported 
from  September  1  to  November  28  of  the  present  year  compared, with  9,169,000 
bushels  for  the  same  period  last  year,    from  January  1  to  November  28,  1931 
the  total  exports  from  Argentina  were  74,575,000  bushels  against  44,887,0o0. 
bushels  for  the  corresponding  period  last  year.     Shipments  from  India;  on  the 
other  handy  :re  small  compared  with  last  year  due  undoubtedly  to  the  prevailing 
low  prices  of  flaxseed. •  from  the  beginning  of  the  Indian  export  season  on 
April  1  to  "November  23,  India  shipped  3,582,000  bushels  of  flaxseed  against 
9,545,000  bushels  for  the  corresponding  months  last  year. 

The  total  imports  of  flaxseed  into  the  United  States  and  the  United 
Kingdom  .during  September  one  October  of  this  year  were  more  then  three-  times 
the  receipts  for  the  same  months  last  year..    In  the  United  States  3,937,000 
bushels  were  imported  during .these  two  months  this  year  against  207,000  oushels 
for  the  seme  period  last  year.     Imports  into' the  United  Kingdom  for  the 
corresponding  months  of  this  year  were  2,243,000  bushels  compared  with  1,577,000 
bushels  in  September  end  October  1930.    for  the  same  months  imports  of  flaxseed 
into  Netherlands  and  Germany  showed  substantial  increases,  -  Netherlands 
importing  2,972,0^0  bushels  compared  with  1*, 289 ,000  bushels  last  year  and. 
Germany  1,456,000  bushels  against  1,383,000  bushels  in  1930.  On  the  other  hand, 
flaxseed  imports  into  franco  showed  a  decrease  of  30,000  bushels  declining  from 
772, 000  bushels-  in  September  1330  to  742,000  bushels  in  September  1951.  for 
the  same  month  Belgium  imported  approximately  four  times  more  flaxseed  than 
during  September  1930.     Imports  into  Bei^ium  were  536,000  bushels  in^September 
1931  compared  with  136, OuO  bushels  for  the  corresponding  month  of  1930. 

Commercial  stocks  of  flaxseed  in  the  United  States  for  the  week  ended 
December  19,  were  334,000  bushels  compared  with  1,316,000  bushels  for  the 
corresponding  week  last  year  and  764,000  bushels  in  1929.  Stocks  in  store  in 
the  Western  Grain  Inspection  Division  of  Canada  on  December  11,  were  _ 
1,332,818  bushels  against  2,049,730  bushels  last  year. 
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FlaScsced:  Aerobe  in  countries  reporting  for  1931-32,  average 
.irO?-lO  to. Iff 13-14,  rjrmr.l  H28-29  to  1931"32 


Country 


:  Average 
: 1909-10  to 
:  19.13-14 
1,000 

:  .   acres  . 


United  States,  revised:  2,490 

Argentina  . .  . .  . :  4,113 

Russia  . .  :  3,165 

India   . . . : .  3,818 

Canada   1,035 

Uruguay.  :  127 

Lithuania,  revised  ...:  143 

Latvia   :  162 

rviorocco   :  18 

Esthonia  :  135 

Hungary   :  . . :  ■  8 

Belgium.  :  :  49 

Czechoslovakia  :  61 

Italy  :  :43 

Netherlands   ;  :  33 

Yugoslavia  . ..:  32 

Finland  :  12 

Austria  :  13 

Northern  Ireland  :  .53 

Tunis   ,  :  8 

England  and.  Wales  . . . . :  .  2_/ 

Bulgaria,  revised  . . . . :  1 
Total  22  countries  : 
reporting  for  : 

1931-32   :  15,519 

Estimated  world  : 

total   :  15,892 


18,201 


i  Percent,- 

1928-25 

:  1929-30 

:  1230-31 

•  1931-32 

: 1931-32 

is 

.of  1-930- 

31 

1,000 

:  1,000 

T.oocT 

1 , 000 

:  Per 

acres. 

:  acres 

' .  acres 

:  acres 

cent 

2 , 630 

3 , 047 

3 ,732 

:  2,313 

62.0 

6 , 568 

5 , 231 

:  7,262 

8,640 

:  119.0 

4,275 

4,885  . 

j  ,  od3 

7,735. 

..  139.3 

3,311 

:  3,109  , 

.2,802. 

. 3,020- 

107.8 

:  378 

:   382  : 

582. 

628  : 

107.9 

•  192  : 

■   291  . 

402- 

.  •  •  606-  , 

150.7 

.  236 

213  . 

204. 

■  .  133 

■  55.2 

■  170  • 

:    138. : 

128 

:..  104- 

31.3 

43 

:   :     42  . 

58- 

!-  67 

115.5 

83  • 

7  9 

i  80 

: ....  45 : 

56.3 

7 

:   :  12 

36. 

...  44- 

122.2 

59 

:  ..  68 

56-  | 

....  36 ■ 

64.3 

50 

,   :  47. 

31- 

23 

•  74.2 

.  44 

•     28  : 

27-  . 

24 

•  •  88.9 

39  : 

:     47  : 

37 

16 

43.2 

:  31 

•     34  : 

17 

17  : 

100.0 

14  ! 

■  12 

14  : 

10 

71.4 

;    ■  12 

:  •     12  ; 

8. 

,  8 .  • 

100.0 

37  : 

3.4  : 

29  : 

<  ' 

24.1 

7  : 

5  : 

1/  : 

5 

6 ' : 

6  : 

4 

3'  ' 

75.1 

1 

1  : 

'  1 

2 

200.0 

19,026 


17,723 


30,030 


21,063 


21,400 


23,486 


111.5 


Compiled  from  official  sources  and  the  International  Institute  of  Agriculture. 
l/-Tot  available. 
2/L^ss  than  1,000  acres. 
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Flaxseed:     Production  in  countries  reporting  for  1931-32,  average 
1909-10  to  1913-14,  annual  1228.-29  to  1931-32 


Country 


sed 


United  States,  revised 
Argentina 
India  . . . 
Canada  . . 
Poland  .■. 
Lithuania 
Latvia  .. 
Esthonia,  rev 
Czechoslovak 
wiorocco 
Belgium 

Italy  

Austria 

Bulgaria.-,  revised 
Total  14  countries 
reporting'  for 

1931-32  .■'  

Estimated  world 
to  tad  .  •   


Average  ■ 
1909-10  to 
_1 913-1 4  _ 
1  ,.000 

bushels 

19,543  • 
31,117 
19,870  ' 
12,040 
1,738' 
1,126- 
953 
735- 
455 
248 ; 
472 
340 
112 

:  6 


108,276 


110,802 


1928-^9 


■  1, 
bus 


000 
hels 


19 
78 
13 
3 
2 
1 


141 


149 


Compiled  from  official  sources  and 


928 
377 
920 
614 
413 
000 
411 
229 
323 
388 
492 
314 
'44 
■3 


,384 


,962 


1929-30 


l,:00O 

bushels 


12 
2 

3: 
1 


15,910 
50,004 
,880 
,060 
,092 
,713 
904 
420 
508 
400 
708 
265 
44 
4 


103 


121 


,766 


1930-31 


'1,000 
bushel's 


21,240 
70, 26-4 
15,200 
'•'•4,39:9 
2  ,535 
1 , 532' 
753- 
499- 
169 
443- 
417 
223' 
34 
7 


138,900 


153, 7  8£ 


•  :  Percentage 
.931-32:1951-52  is  of 
:  1930-31 


1,000 
bushels 

•11, 01 8: 
■82  ,'672 
■15, -120 
■2,-847 
■  ly9&8: 
•  1,107: 
•582: 
■251 : 
•1-2-8-; 
754 


128 


227 
•201 
•  3-2 
■  1-9 


.Per 
cent 

51.9 
117-.7 

•64.  ? 
■  64.3 
72.2 

•  79. 4 

•  50.3 

•  -7-5. 7- 
163.8 

•  '54.4 
90.1 

•  94. 1- 
271.4 


,220:-  92.3 


the  International  -Institute  of  Agriculture, 
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Elaxseedj  Int^rnatiOixal  tfade  of  important  importing  and  exporting 
countries,  /ear  be  inuin;,  September  1,  19/27-28 
to  1900-31 


Item  and  country 

:  Tr 

ade  for 

year 

!      Trade  in  current  season 
:           with  comparisons 

:19.37-28: 

1923-29 

:  1929-50 

: Sept. 

1  to 

: 1929-30 

: 1930-31 

1,000  : 

1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

1,000 

bushels: 

bushel  s 

:  bushels  . 

: bushels  : 

bushels 

EXPORTS : 

Arge  itina  

:  75,786: 

76,504 

1/43,119* 

icov. 

26  2/ 

-  9,169 

16 ,055 

0,031: 

O  /IOC. 

ftp?* 

7, 980 

1     CO  A.  • 
i  f 

12,858: 

'Ho 

7A« 

17ov. 
:  i'ov. 
Nov . 

28  3/ 
30  " 
28 

1,474 

696 
76 

1 ,035 

flam  ->rlr> 

78 

■LJ  IrCJ.    duO  Vc    e.i  )UI  IS 

oo ,oio : 

OO  ,  4-tO 

1 1 , 415  : 

17,229 

iMPOHTS: 

18,160: 
14,074: 

23, 198 
12,360 

18,249: 
6,014: 

Oct. 
Oct. 

31 
31 

207  : 
1,577 

3,937 

O  ,  Ci'kO 

United  Kingdom   

■ 

Total  2  countries  \ 

32,234: 

o  o ,  o58 

25 , 263 

i,764  : 

6,130 

Con tin ent 

15,733: 

8,011: 
4,656: 

16,688- 

~[  C  f')5i 

9,023: 
5,125 

10,801: 

C-  QOO. 

b , yob : 
7 , 488 
 g;  313; 

Oct. 
Oct. 

Sept 
Sept 

31 
31 
.30 
.30 

1,289 
:  1,333  : 
772  : 
136 

2,972 
1,456 
742 
536 

Total  4-  countries  ..' 

45,898: 

46,459. 

"30,489: 

5 , 530  : 

5,706 

Total  above  imports 

78,132: 

82,017: 

56,752: 

:  5,364 

11,086 

Compiled  from  Official  sources  except  as  noted. 
l_/0_ ficial  1  inures  to  June  30,  trc.de  i inures  to  date. 
2/ Trade  figures. 

3/0f- icial  figures  to  September  30,  trade  figures  to  date. 


Flaxseed:  Imports  from  Argentina  and  India  in  their  seasons,  1928-1931 


Country 

Year 
beginning' 

1928     :     1929  :  1930 

Period  : 

1929,  1 

1930 

1951 

Argentina 
India  • • • 

J  an .  1 
:  Apr .  1 

1,000  :  1,000  :  1,000 
oushel  0 :  bushel  s :  0 :  shel  s 

:Jan.  1  to 
i'ov. 28  2/ 
'Apr.  1  to  : 
i:ov.28  3/  . 

1,000 
bushels 

1,000 
bushels 

1 ,  boo 

. j  ishels 

76,547  :  65,577:1/45,422 
6,270  :     9,926:  10,265 

63,744 
8,954: 

44,887 
9,545 

74,575 
3,532 

Compiled  from  official  sources  except  as  otherwise  stated. 


l/  O/uicial  fi0ures  throu^..  June  30,  trade  figures  to  date. 
2/  Tr-de  figures. 

3/  Official  figures  to  September  30,  trade  figures  to  date. 
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Flaxseed}    Average  price  per  "bushel  in  specified  markets, 
monthly  and  weekly,  1930  and  1931 


Margin  of  Minneapolis 

Month  : 

Winnipeg 

Minneapolis  . 

Buenos  Aires 

price  over 

and 

4  "r->er 

cent  ; 

week 

No.  1  N.TJ.C.  : 

V.  No.  1  : 

early  delivery 

Uinni-je/i;  : 

Buenos  Aires 

,  1930 

1931 

1930  . 

1931 

1930  ' 

1931 

1930 

1931  : 

1930 

1931 

Dolls. 

Dolls. 

Dolls. . 

Dolls, : 

Do  1 1  s .  . 

Dolls. 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Jan.   .  . 

2.52 

.95 

3.08  : 

1.57 

1.95 

.82 

56 

62 

113  : 

75 

Feb.  . . 

2.50  : 

.97  ;  3.05  : 

1.56  : 

:1.88  : 

.84 

.  55 

.     59  ! 

116 

.  72 

Mar .  . . 

•  • .  - 

2.44 

.  1.03  . 

2.92  : 

1.58  : 

1.83 

.  .94 

.  48 

51  . 

110  . 

64 

Apr.  .. 

2.43  : 

1.04  : 

2.92  : 

1.58  ; 

1.9"6  ; 

,89  : 

49 

54 

96  i 

.  69 

Hay  . . . 

2.19  ! 

1 ,  06  ; 

2.68  : 

1.55  : 

1.88  : 

.84  i 

.  49 

:    49  : 

80  . 

.  71 

June  .  . 

2.12 

:  I.Oy  . 

.  2.71  . 

1.48  ! 

1.79 

.  .83 

:  59 

:  41 

.    92  , 

.  65 

July  . . 

,1.78 

,  1.18 

.  2.32  , 

1.64  . 

1.57  , 

,  .92 

.  54 

:  46 

:  75 

.  72 

Aug.  .. 

.1.62 

,   1  -Oi-  ! 

2,00 

1.41 

;  1.62 

.  .82 

:  38 

!    37  i 

38 

;  59 

Sept.  . 

.  1.43 

:  .94 

1,90  - 

1.37 

1.45 

,71 

47 

43 

45 

.  66 

Oct.  .. 

.  1.29 

;  .89 

1.80  ! 

1.32 

1.25  . 

.66 

:  51 

:  43 

55 

:  66 

Nov.   . . 

1.05 

.94 

1.65 

1.46 

.  1.08 

:  .71 

:  oO 

:  52 

.  57 

.  75 

July- 

1st  week 

:  1.86 

1.17 

.  2.48 

1.62  . 

1.66  i 

•  .94 

62 

:  45 

i  82 

:  68 

2nd 

ii 

:  1.74 

:  1.17 

,  2.39 

1.63 

1.56 

:•  .98 

.  65 

:  46 

:  83 

.  65 

3rd 

ii 

:  1.74 

:  1.18 

:  2.21 

1.65 

.  1.53 

:  .94 

:  '  47 

;  47 

:    58  . 

.  71 

4th 

ii 

;  1.82 

'  1.20  ! 

:  2.26 

1.67 

:  1.57 

;  .92 

:  44 

:  47 

.  69 

:  75 

5th 

ii 

1.72  : 

,  1.18  :  2.20  ! 

.1.60 

;  1.60 

,  .91 

:  48 

:  42 

:  60 

;  69 

Aug.- 

1st 

IT 

:  1.72 

:  1.04 

:  2.32 

1.43 

.  1.70 

!  .84 

:  60 

:  39 

:  62 

:  59 

2nd 

II 

:  1.72 

;  1.07 

.  2.11 

:  1.42 

:  1.70 

.86 

:  39 

::  35 

:  41 

:  56 

3rd 

II 

:  1.57 

:  1.03 

:  1.96  ! 

1.41 

:  1.62 

:  .83 

:  39 

:  38 

:  34 

:  58 

4th 

II 

:  1.52 

:  1.00 

:  1.91  , 

1.39 

1.57 

.80 

39 

:  39 

:  34 

:  59 

Sept .— 

1st 

II 

1.48  , 

i  .99 

1.92 

1.40 

1.52 

.  .77 

:    44  , 

:  41 

40 

63 

2nd 

II 

:  1.48 

i  .98 

:  1.97 

1.38 

1.54 

;  .74 

:  49 

:  40 

,  43 

:  64 

3rd 

II 

:  1.47 

t  .97 

:  1.92 

1,39 

1.47 

:  .73 

45 

:  42 

45 

:  66 

4th 

II 

:  1.36 

:  .90 

:  1.85 

1.33 

.  1.35  : 

,  .68 

:  49 

:  43 

.  50 

.  65 

5  th 

II 

:  1.33 

.83 

1.82  , 

1.34 

;  1.34 

.  66 

:  49 

:  51 

48 

:  68 

Oct.- 

1st 

II 

.  1.30  : 

.  .83 

1.84 

1.28 

1.31 

•  .65 

:  54 

:  45 

.  53 

:  63 

2nd 

II 

1.30  ! 

!  '  .82  : 

1.75 

1.32 

1.30 

.68 

,  45 

:  50 

:  45 

:  64 

3rd 

II 

:  1.28 

i  .  .84 

1.72 

1.33 

;  1.28 

.  .69 

:  44 

t  49 

i  44 

:  64 

4th 

II 

:  1.23 

.88 

.  1.75 

1.37 

.  1.24 

.  .74 

:  52 

:  49 

51 

:  63 

llov.- 

1st 

II 

:  1.12 

:  .98 

:  1.68 

:  1.45 

1.12 

.  .74 

:  56 

:  47 

:  56 

.  71 

2nd 

II 

:  1.02 

:  .98 

:  1.62  , 

.  1.49 

!  1.04 

:  .75 

:  60 

:  51 

.  58 

74 

3rd 

It 

:  1.02 

;  .95 

.  1.50 

:  1.49 

:  1.02 

,  .73 

•  58 

:  54 

:    58  . 

:  76 

4th 

II 

I  l 

1    ,37  i 

i  1,68 

.  i.43 

:  1.0? 

!.  .65., 

:  66 

;  56 

:  66 

.  78 

Dec- 

1st 

II 

1.03 

:  .87 

1,70 

1.45 

1.02  . 

.64 

.  67 

.  58 

68  . 

81 

2nd 

II 

:  1.02 

:  .81 

1.67  : 

1.45  ! 

.98  : 

.  65  ; 

65  : 

64  : 

69  : 

80  1 

3rd 

II 

■  u 

•  1.60 

.  1.43 

,  .89 

.61 

71 

82 

Compiled  as  follov/s:  Minneapolis:  Minneapolis  Daily  Market  Records,  average  of 
daily  prices  v/eijited  "by  car-lot  sales;  Winnipeg:  Canadian  Grain  Statistics, 
Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce;  Buenos  Aires:  Review  of  the  River 
Plate  -  monthly  averages,  New  York  Journal  of  Co.inerce  -  weekly  averages. 


l_y    Not  available. 
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Flaxseed:    Price  per  bushel  cf  La  Plata  and  Calcutta  at  Hull, 
England,  by  months,  January  1928- November  1931 


Kind  and 

Jan. 

Feb.  ! 

liar.  . 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec  . 

year 

•  

— 

Dolls 

.Dolls 

■Dolls 

Dolls 

: Dolls 

:  Dolls 

Dolls 



Dolls 

Dolls 

Dolls 

- 

Dolls 



Dolls 

La  Plata 

flaxseed 

!  : 

1928  . . . 

1.85 

1.84: 

1.88 

1.84 

:  1.97 

:  1.92 

1.91 

1.88 

1.86 

1.94 

1.96 

1.83 

1929  . . . 

1 .90 

1.93 

1.92 

:  1.93 

:  1.91 

:  1.90 

:  2.22 

.  2.41. 

.  2.80. 

2.60 

.2.31 

.2.33 

1930  ... 

2.22: 

2.12, 

.  2. 05. 

2.19 

:  2.13 

.  2.02: 

1.84 

1.91 

1.72 

1.48 

.  1.26 

1.14 

1931  ... 

1.02 

:  1.09 

:  1.14 

:  1.09 

:  1.04 

:  .98 

,  1.10 

1.00 

.  .89 

.  .86 

:  .90 

Calcutta 

flaxseed 

1928  ... 

2.12 

2.10: 

2.12. 

2.20 

:  2.18 

.  2.16 

.  2.16 

2.19. 

2.26 

.  2.31. 

.  33 

1929  ... 

2 ,  32 

2.52 

.  2.25 

2.19 

:  2.13 

:  2.11 

2.45 

2.51 

2.85, 

2.89 

2.80: 

2.77 

1930  ... 

:  2.58 

:  2.34. 

!  2.20 

,  2 , 33 

:  2.27 

:  2.20. 

;  2.01 

2.15 

1.95 

,1.74 

:  1.57 

1.55 

1931  . . . 

:  1.44 

>  U 

:  lj 

;  U 

:  1.26 

:  1.22 

:  1.31 

:  1.24 

.  1.12 

1.05 

.  1.05 

Compiled  from  "Oil,  Paint  and  Drug  Reporter"  and  "The  London  Grain,  Seed  and 
Oil  Reporter",    ilonthly  prices  are  a  simple  average  of  all  daily  prices.  Daily 
prices  are  official  quotations  cabled  to  New  York  each  day  and  represent  the 
price  at  the  close  of  the  market.     For  prices  from  January  1922- December  1927 
see  "'Jorld  Flaxseed  Prospects",  dated  August  21,  1930. 

1/    Not  available. 


Flaxseed:    Price  per  bushel  of  "Bold  Bombay"  at  Bombay, 
by  months,  January  1928-October  1931 


Year 

Jan.   : Feb . 

Mar.  :Apr. 

May  :June  :July 

Aug. 

Sept.  :0ct.     :Nov.  :Dec. 

1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 

Dolls:Dolls 

Dolls  :Dolls 

Dolls:Dolls:Dolls 

.Dolls 

:Dolls:Dolls  :Dolls:Dolls 

1.87:  1.83 
1.98:  2.04: 
2.29:  2.16: 
1.21:1/1.35 

1,66:  1.88 
2.02:  1.99 
2.07:  2.11 
,2/1.37:1/1.31 

• 

1.95:  1.91:  1.99 
1.94:  1.93:  2.11 
2.09:  2.00:1/1.84: 
1.19:  1.15:  1.20 
:  : 

1.86 

o  oo 

1.95, 
.  1.09 

:  1.87:    1.98:  1.96:1.97 
.  2.51:    2.50:  2.41:2.37 
1.83:1/1.60:3/1.42^^2 
.     .97:  ,88: 

•  • 

»                   •  • 

Compiled  from  "Indian  Trade  Journal".     For  prices  from  June  1922- December  1927 
see  ""Jorld  Flaxseed  Prospects"  dated  August  21,  1930. 
1/    Three-  weekly  quotations  only. 
2/    Two  weekly  quotations  only. 


0 


1 


